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M I N U T E S 

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON 
BOARD OF REGENTS 

December 9, 2020 

CALL TO ORDER 

Board Chair Regent Riojas called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

Pursuant to Governor Inslee’s Proclamation 20-28 et seq., waiving certain provisions of the 
Open Public Meetings Act, the meeting was held by telephone and video conference, with due 
notice given to the public. 

ROLL CALL 

The Assistant Secretary called the roll. 

Present were the Regents: Regents Riojas (chairing), Ayer, Benoliel, Harrell, Jaech, MacPhee, 
Pogosian, Rice, Tamaki, Zeeck; President Cauce, Provost Richards, the Secretary. 

CONFIRM AGENDA 

The agenda was confirmed, as distributed. 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

No one signed up to provide public comment. 

BOARD ITEM 

Legislative Preview and Govenrmental Affairs Advisory Committee Update (Item No. B–1) 

(Information only) 

Regent Harrell noted that the Governmental Affairs Advisory Committee has discussed many very 
important legislative issues for the coming year and invited Randy Hodgins, Vice President for 
External Affairs, to introduce the item. 

Mr. Hodgins stated that his team would provide brief legislative updates and offer a tour of the new 
UW in Your Community website. Director of Federal Relations Sarah Castro and her team are 
advocating for the inclusion of new assistance for COVID-related expenses in the omnibus Federal 
budget. 

Joe Dacca, Director of State Relations, reported that Governor Inslee is due to present his budget 
proposal next Thursday. January 28 will be Regents and Trustees Day in Olympia, which, like so 
much else, will be held virtually. The upcoming legislative session will be held virtually, rather like 
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this meeting, depriving staff of the chance to make informal contact with legislators at the Capitol 
buildings. Staff will nevertheless maintain frequent contact with legislators. 
 
Madeline Grant, Director of Government Relations, UW Medicine, stated that UW’s pathology 
laboratory has just completed its millionth COVID-19 test. While COVID cases may be nearing their 
peak, they are not yet declining. UW Medicine has worked with the Governor concerning 
Washington’s supply of personal protective equipment (PPE) and his ‘Stay Home, Stay Health’ orders.  
UW Medicine’s response to the pandemic will depend on the key provision of support in the expected 
omnibus Federal budget. The current public health emergency expires in January. If the present 
administration does not extend the emergency, it is likely that the new administration will. 
 
Jed Bradley, Director of Policy, Planning and State Operations, Office of Planning & Budgeting, 
reported that the legislative session will begin on January 11. The State’s revenue forecast is much 
improved from the dire predictions published in June: the predicted nearly $9 billion shortfall has 
narrowed to a $3.5 billion shortfall for the current and upcoming biennia. While the predicted deficit is 
smaller than initially feared, the final course of the pandemic and its economic repercussions are as yet 
unclear. His team will analyze the Governor’s budget when it appears next week and report back to the 
Board in the new year. 
 
Mr. Hodgins noted that the UW in Your Community website began with a conversation with his 
counterpart at the University of British Columbia (UBC), who told him that provincial legislators 
complained that it was hard to learn what UBC was doing in their communities. Natalie White, 
Director of Events and Communications, External Affairs, showed Regents how the new website 
(https://www.washington.edu/staterelations/uw-in-your-community) clarifies which UW activities 
occur in which legislative districts, highlights alumni in the Legislature, and offers vignettes 
demonstrating the breadth, depth, and quality of the UW’s activity across the state. A section details 
the UW’s relations with Tribal Nations. 
 
Regents praised the new website, emphasizing its importance at the outset of a new legislative session. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSIONS 
 
Regent Riojas announced that the Board would hold two executive sessions, the first to discuss 
with counsel potential or ongoing litigation, per 24.30.110 RCW and the second to review the 
performance of public employees. He invited President Cauce, Margaret Shepherd, David 
Kerwin, Jane Yung, and Matt Weber to join the first executive session and President Cauce to 
join the first part of the second executive session. 
 
Because of a technical difficulty, the public line of the meeting was not kept open during the 
executive sessions. Extensions were posted on the Board’s website. 
 
ADJOURN 
 
Returning to open session, Regent Riojas announced that the Board would hold its next regular 
meeting on Thursday, December 10, 2020, by telephone and videoconference. Committee 
meetings begin at 8:30 a.m. 
 
Regent Riojas adjourned the meeting at 7:37 p.m. 
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___________________________ 
 Tyler Lange 
 Secretary of the Board of Regents 
 

Approved at the meeting of the Board on February 11, 2021.  


