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MINUTES 

 

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON 

BOARD OF REGENTS 

 

Academic and Student Affairs Committee 

 

Thursday, February 13, 2020 

Petersen Room, Allen Library 

 

Call to Order and Attendance 

 

Committee Chair Regent Tamaki called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. 

 

Present were the Regents: Regents Tamaki (Chair), Benoliel, Harrell, Jaech, MacPhee, Riojas, Suarez, 

Zeeck; President Cauce, Provost Richards, the Secretary. 

 

Regents Ayer and Rice were absent. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

Regent Tamaki announced that, hearing no objections, the minutes from the Committee meeting on 

December 12, 2019, were approved, as distributed. 

 

Academic and Administrative Appointments (Action) (Item No. A–1) 

 

Regent Jaech moved, Regent Benoliel seconded, and the Academic and Student Affairs Committee 

approved the academic and administrative appointments, as presented. 

 

See Attachment A–1. 

 

Center for an Informed Public (Information) (Item No. A–2) 

 

Provost Richards introduced Jevin West, Associate Professor in the Information School. Professor West is 

director of the Center for an Informed Public, funded by a major grant from the Knight Foundation. Today’s 

world is drowning in information, a problem that will not abate. The Center complements the University’s 

public mission by helping citizens navigate this overload of information, including misinformation, 

disinformation, and deepfakes. Professor West, who teaches a popular, much emulated course called 

“Calling Bullshit,” is a principal reason why the UW is equipped to host the Center. 

 

Professor West stated that evaluating the sea of information is perhaps today’s most pressing challenge. He 

described the Center’s work, beginning with its efforts to engage citizens across Washington State through 

town-hall meetings. He and his colleagues seek to engage citizens’ values and beliefs, helping to drive 

change, including policy change in Olympia. The Center’s core research is driven by student participation. 

Students understand how a polluted information environment affects decisions across society. Other states 

and universities are interested in replicating the Center, and in collaborating with it. 

 

To the comment that the Center is an unusual investment by the Knight Foundation, Professor West noted 

that it does not usually invest in research universities, and that this is the only such center west of 

Pittsburgh. He hopes that this seed funding can be leveraged to consolidate a permanent Center. 

 



MINUTES – Academic and Student Affairs Committee Meeting on February 13, 2020 Page 2 

Asked about collaboration with the Washington State University (WSU), President Cauce noted that the 

grant is to the University of Washington, which has chosen to collaborate with WSU in the statewide town 

halls, joint “[anti-]Misinfo Days” for students, and in project governance and fundraising. 

 

When it was noted that corporations might play a role in combatting misinformation, and that the 

McClatchy publishing company had declared bankruptcy that morning, Professor West replied that he has 

been collaborating with Microsoft News and MSNBC, and has been discussing investigative reporting with 

Facebook. 

 

Asked how the Center might help to bridge the partisan divide, when each side is so insulated from the other 

by partisan sources of news, and whether the Center is viewed as just one more liberal think tank, Professor 

West stated that the Seattle Times recently published an unsolicited editorial opinion proposing that the 

Center might save democracy. Online comments to that editorial showcase the hyperpartisanship that he 

finds more troubling than deepfakes or misinformation. 

 

Asked whether he had engaged with the UW Daily, Professor West replied that formalizing the Center’s 

relationship with the Daily is an excellent idea. 

 

Regent Zeeck noted that Scandinavian and Baltic countries have national information strategies. Professor 

West agreed, highlighting the example of Estonia. Regent Zeeck then added that Knight Ridder newspapers 

did have a presence in Washington State: Knight Ridder was a long-time owner of 49.5 percent of the 

Seattle Times, which it sold to McClatchy, and held interests in other regional papers. 

 

Professor Janes observed that the parallel with public health is suggestive. He feels that a new discipline and 

a new profession may emerge here in a manner analogous to the way that the profession, discipline, and 

mindset of public health emerged in the past century. Professor West said that it is hard to imagine a world 

without public health, for example, without the World Health Organization (WHO). In fact, the WHO is 

addressing what it calls the “infodemic” around the spread of the Coronavirus. Responding to Professor 

Janes’ question of what he finds heartening and what surprising in his work, Professor West stated that he 

finds personal discussions across the partisan divide heartening and that he is surprised how much the 

Center’s work resonates with citizens. 

 

Asked whether the Center might function as a nonpartisan resource for student government in this election 

year, Professor West stated that he sees the Center as a hub for other campus resources. GPSS President 

Giuliana Conti expressed the hope that it might create spaces for engaged student participation. 

 

See Attachment A–2. 

 

Adjourn 

 

Hearing no other business to come before the Committee, Regent Tamaki adjourned the Academic and 

Student Affairs Committee meeting at 9:10 a.m. 

 

  Approved at the meeting of the Committee on March 12, 2020. 


