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INFORMATION 
 
This item is being presented for information only. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The annual Undergraduate Research Symposium is a celebration of undergraduate 
accomplishments in research, scholarship, and creative expression in all academic 
disciplines, including the performing and visual arts and design. The Symposium 
includes poster and presentation sessions by students from all academic 
disciplines and all three UW campuses, plus invited student presenters from 
around the region. The event provides a forum for students to share what they’ve 
learned with the public, and to showcase the transformational impact of 
participation in research on their Husky Experience. 
 
The Symposium also celebrates the faculty, graduate student, post-doc, and staff 
mentors who guide undergraduates in their research and scholarly work. 
 
The 2020 UW Undergraduate Research Symposium will be offered for the first 
time as a virtual conference, with oral presentation, poster, lightning talk, and arts 
presentations offered online in moderated, curated groups of presenters. 
 
While many universities and colleges have similar events, the UW’s is one of the 
nation’s largest. In recent years, approximately 1,200 students have presented 
their work. This year, 859 students have chosen to participate as presenters in the 
online symposium. 
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UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH AT UW 
and
23rd ANNUAL – 1st ever – VIRTUAL UW 
UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH  
SYMPOSIUM

Ed Taylor, Vice Provost and Dean, Undergraduate Academic Affairs
Janice DeCosmo, Associate Vice Provost for Undergraduate  Research

and Associate Dean, Undergraduate Academic Affairs 
Jennifer Harris, Director, Undergraduate Research Program
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UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH

• Late 1960s – First institution-wide undergraduate research programs established
• 1980s -1990s – Increased efforts to establish undergraduate research programs
• 1998 – Boyer Commission Report on Educating Undergraduates in the Research 

University (Reinventing Undergraduate Education: A Blueprint for America’s 
Research Universities)

Rise of Undergraduate Research

• 1996 – Mary Gates Endowment for Students established
• 1998 – First Undergraduate Research Symposium (70 presenters)
• 1999 – First director of Undergraduate Research Program
• 2018 – 21st Undergraduate Research Symposium (1,260 presenters!)
• 2020 – 23rd Annual & 1st Virtual Undergraduate Research Symposium 

(859 presenters)

UW Undergraduate Research Program
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WHY UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH?

• Enhanced and applied learning: authentic research
motivates student learning and application of knowledge

• Confidence-building: students gain the ability to perform
research and contribute to a field

• Next steps: Preparation for graduate study and careers
• Impact even greater for first-generation, low-income, and

underrepresented students
• Recognized as one of five “High Impact Practices” (Kuh,

AAC&U, 2010)
• Contributes to faculty research

Benefits of Undergraduate Research
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WAYS FOR STUDENTS TO GET INVOLVED 
IN UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH

> Research assistant with faculty mentor/research group

> Student research idea developed with guidance from faculty

member (e.g., senior thesis)

> Research course or capstone experience

> Community-based participatory research

> Research and design teams

By the numbers:
# 9,045 students participated in at least 1-qtr of 

research (2017-18)

# Over 1,200 students presented their work in the 

2019 UW Undergraduate Research Symposium

# 200 students received Mary Gates Research 

Scholarships (2017-18)
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www.uw.edu/undergradresearch
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Undergraduate Research during COVID-19 pandemic:  
Pivot to virtual symposium with student support, workshops, video 
recording, lightning talks
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UW 2020 Virtual Undergraduate Research 
Symposium: Free registration to attend

> Faculty, graduate student, postdoctoral mentors,

peers, UW community, families and friends invited

> Students grateful for opportunity to participate – 859

out of initial 1,200 applicants signed up to present

> Registration link at  symposium.uw.edu

Though we’re all going through a unique time in our lives, I’m 
extremely grateful that we all have the chance to share how 
research and discovery are still part of our lives even through 
the uncertainty.   --Taylor Moreno, Undergraduate Research Leader
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UW 2020 Virtual Undergraduate Research 
Symposium: Schedule of Events
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“The URS was an amazing opportunity
to share my research, develop as a 
scholar, and interact with peers.”

- 2017 Presenter

Please Join Us on May 18!

Undergraduate research is an unparalleled experience to push the limits of knowledge in a 
field and my own limits of being a scholar. It is an experience that would be incomplete 
without the opportunity to share my work, which is why I am grateful that the URP has 
taken an innovative approach to ensure I can share my research story to others. I believe it 
is more important now than ever to have a feeling of pride in our community, and I can't 
think of something better than bringing together hundreds of scholars to share their 
accomplishments. --Hank Cheng, Undergraduate Research Leader

Please Join Us Online on May 15!
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Student presenters

Hugo Pontes, senior, Chemical Engineering; mentor is 
Elizabeth Nance in Chemical Engineering
Project: Characterization of the Development of the Brain 

Extracellular Matrix in a Neurodevelopmental Disorder 

Model

Katie Spink, senior, Psychology; mentors are Lynn 
Fainsilber Katz and Laina Keim, Psychology
Project: Parent Meta-Emotion Philosophy and Marital 

Adjustment in Families of Children with Pediatric Cancer
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FEATURED STUDENTS’ BIOGRAPHIES 

 

Katie Spink- Psychology 

 

Katie is a senior majoring in psychology. She transferred to UW from North Seattle 
Community College in 2018. In January 2019 she joined Dr. Katz’s Lab, which studies 
children and families who are experiencing adversity. One of the current projects is 
examining whole family adjustment in the context of pediatric cancer. Katie’s project is 
investigating the relationship between parental emotional styles and marital adjustment 
during the year following a pediatric cancer diagnosis. Katie’s career goal is to become a 
child clinical psychologist.  

Mentor: Lynn Fainsilber Katz, Psychology; Laina Keim, Psychology 

Project title: Parent Meta-Emotion Philosophy and Marital Adjustment in Families of 
Children with Pediatric Cancer 
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Hugo Pontes- Chemical Engineering, 
Biochemistry 

 

Hugo Pontes is a senior studying Chemical Engineering and Biochemistry. Hugo is 
interested in merging engineering tools to study complex biological systems. Aligning his 
interests of engineering design with research for neurological diseases in the Chemical 
Engineering department, Hugo decided to join Dr. Elizabeth Nance’s lab during his 
second year at UW. His project aims to understand nanoparticle diffusion in the 
extracellular matrix of the diseased brain microenvironment to be able to probe 
structural integrity of the brain. Previous work that Hugo did involves a project with Dr. 
Lilo Pozzo to understand the impact of Hurricane Maria in people who depend on power 
for their medical needs in Puerto Rico. His passion for helping patients has led him to 
work in these projects both from a public health point of view, as well as from a clinical 
perspective.  

Mentor: Elizabeth Nance, Chemical Engineering 

Project: Characterization of the Development of the Brain Extracellular Matrix in a 
Neurodevelopmental Disorder Model 
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