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Approve the Establishment of the Educational Specialist (School Psychology) in 
the UW Tacoma School of Education 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
It is the recommendation of the administration and the Academic and Student 
Affairs Committee that the Board of Regents grant authority to the Graduate 
Faculty of the UW Tacoma School of Education to offer the Educational 
Specialist (School Psychology) effective Autumn Quarter 2021. This will be a 
state-based program. The graduate degree program will have provisional status 
with a review to be scheduled for the 2025-2026 academic year. At such time that 
continuing status is granted, a ten-year review cycle would begin. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In April 2019, the Graduate School received notification of intent to plan the 
Educational Specialist (School Psychology) program from the School of 
Education at UW Tacoma. After tri-campus stakeholder comment, the faculty 
developed a full proposal that was reviewed and approved by the Graduate 
Faculty of the School of Educational Studies. On September 25, 2019, the UW 
Tacoma Academic Policy and Curriculum Committee endorsed the Educational 
Specialist (School Psychology) and recommended it be forwarded to the Graduate 
School for approval. The final proposal was submitted to the Graduate School in 
December 2019. On April 2, 2020, the Graduate School Council endorsed the 
proposal and recommended it be forwarded to the Board of Regents. 
 
An Educational Specialist program is typically longer and consists of more 
coursework than a master’s program but is not a doctoral-level program. 
According to the National Association of School Psychologists, a specialist-level 
program is considered the entry-level degree in school psychology. The proposed 
Educational Specialist (School Psychology) will be a state-based program that 
develops school psychologists who value diversity and facilitate the 
empowerment of students, teachers, colleagues, and families at all levels of 
service delivery. The framework for the proposed program centers on preparing 
school psychologists to be effective scientist-practitioners and change agents at 
the individual and group levels, and the system—with emphasis on systemic 
change. To this end, the proposed program will highlight models of prevention 
and early intervention that leverage collaboration across disciplines typically 
found in K-12 schools such as general education and special education teachers, 
counselors, nurses, education leaders, and social workers. The degree program 
requires 98 credits and students will generally complete the program in 3 years of 
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full-time study or 5+ years of part-time study. The content and degree title for this 
program are similar to an existing program offered by the College of Education 
on the UW Seattle campus. There is precedent for program duplication across 
campuses when programs respond to high community, workforce, and/or regional 
demand, and all parties have provided feedback that has been integrated into the 
approval process. 
 
This program responds to a significant and long-standing shortage of school 
psychologists in the region. It will meet criteria for approval by the National 
Association of School Psychologists (NASP) and meets the requirements for 
initial certification (Educational Staff Associate) as a school psychologist in the 
state of Washington. Target students will possess a bachelor’s degree in education 
or psychology, or a related field with some undergraduate coursework in child or 
lifespan development. The program is expected to have 12 students enrolled in 
year one and gradually increase to 36 at any given time. No additional resources 
are required for this graduate degree program and it will have no additional 
financial burden on the University. 
 
The Dean of the UW Tacoma School of Education, Executive Vice Chancellor for 
Academic Affairs at UW Tacoma, Dean of the Graduate School, and the Provost 
have reviewed and approved the recommendation to approve the Educational 
Specialist (School Psychology). 
 
 
 


