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GPSS MISSION: 

We advocate for the needs and interests of our constituents 
on campus and at the state and federal levels. We promote 
professional development and foster a sense of community 
and connection. We ensure that the University of 
Washington upholds our shared values by amplifying 
graduate and professional student voices at all levels of 
university decision-making. We aspire to create an 
equitable and inclusive community within all of GPSS. 
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UW Graduate and Professional Student Senate 

OVERVIEW OF MONHTLY ACTIVITIES, EVENTS, ENGAGEMENTS 

 GPSS Attends SAGE Spring Virtual Day on the Hill:
The VP of Internal Affairs, VP of External Affairs, and Policy Director all participated in the SAGE (Student
Advocates for Graduate Education) Day on the Hill in DC. Unfortunately, the in-person lobbying week was
cancelled, but the same initiatives were condensed into two days of lobbying phone calls and meetings.

 Student Regent Application is Live!
Three candidates for Student Regent will be sent to the Governor by the 1st of June and applications are
currently open for submission, especially across the Bothell and Tacoma campuses.

 COVID-19 Concerns and Comments
GPSS has been working closely with graduate and professional program administrators, their students, and
other campus leaders to coordinate support for our constituents. One of the steps we have taken is a
$50,000 donation to the UW student emergency fun, split into two installments. We have also had the
fortune of being invited to spaces where our concerns are heard regarding Proctorio, TA/RA funding, job
loss, parent and caregiver challenges, funding fears, and plans for next year.

 Grad Career Symposium
May 8th we put on a tri-campus symposium specifically for graduate and professional students. We held 21
sessions which ranged from finding US jobs as an international student, navigating the job market as a
person of color, applying to federal jobs, discipline-specific sessions, and a very special keynote address by
President Ana Mari Cauce. 250 students attended the various sessions, and more than half were recorded
and will be put on our website for anyone who could not attend the event.    gpss.uw.edu/symposium

 New Elected Officers for 2020-2021
We are very excited to announce the election of next year’s new GPSS Officers. From left to right we have
Aaron Yared as President (now an L1 in the Law School, you might recognize him as a former student
leader at UWB when he was a master’s student!), Hannah Sieben as VP of External Affairs (MPA Evans
School), Genevieve Hulley as VP of Internal Affairs (Art History PhD), Julia Overfelt as Treasurer (MPA Evans
School), and Logan C Jarrell as Secretary (Masters in Marine and Environmental Affairs).

 Strategic Planning
Our incoming board of almost entirely new elected Officers and Executive Senators (10 out of 11
members) have begun the process of transitions and onboarding for summer and next school year. Part of
this includes the continued work toward the GPSS Strategic Plan which will cover threes years and help
guide each Officer team through their role in the university and how each year of student leaders can
continue to build the strength and sustainability of this organization.

B/205-20 
5/14/20 

Page 2 of 2




