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Approve Student Technology Fee – Tacoma Campus: 2020-21 Maintenance of 
Fee 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
It is the recommendation of the administration and the Academic and Student 
Affairs Committee that the Board of Regents approve the maintenance of the 
Student Technology Fee for the Tacoma campus at $40 per full-time student, per 
quarter, for Academic Year 2020-21. 
 
Submitting student fees, including services and activities fees, new student 
orientation and enrollment fees, and student technology fees, even in no-change 
scenarios, for review and approval by the Board each year is a new practice this 
year. The Board Office and the Office of Planning & Budgeting believe that this 
is advisable because: 

1. It is consistent with the Board’s oversight of fees, as established by 
Chapter 28B.15 of the Revised Code of Washington (RCW); 

2. It memorializes that students originated these fees and determine their 
level and use each year; and 

3. Even a no-change scenario maintaining prior-year fee rates raises 
questions of financial sustainability, given inflation and rising costs. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Student Technology Fee (STF) is a fund established to provide technology 
access and opportunity for students under Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 
28B.15.051 (https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28B.15.051). The 
University of Washington Tacoma Student Technology Fee Committee (STFC) is 
designed to review and determine expenditures on improving existing technology 
and acquiring new technology to be used by the students of UW Tacoma. 
Through the Annual Allocation and the Special Allocation processes, the STFC 
has the ability to handle repairs/replacements for technology equipment purchased 
in previous years and to support new technologies for future use. The committee 
is set up by ASUWT according to state laws set by the Washington State 
Legislature; agreements made by the Board of Regents of the University of 
Washington, the ASUW, and ASUWB (Tri-Campus Agreement); the ASUWT 
Constitution and By-Laws; and the rules and guidelines established by the Open 
Public Meetings Act. 
 
 
 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28B.15.051
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A. Student Technology Fee Rates for 2020-21 
 
The quarterly STF rate history at UW Tacoma for the past two biennia is as 
follows, along with this year’s plan: 
 

Academic 
Year 

Quarterly Fee 
Rate 

2015-16 $40 

2016-17 $40 

2017-18 $40 

2018-19 $40 

2019-20 $40 

2020-21 $40 
 
The 2020-21 plan grew out of STFC discussions over the course of the current 
academic year—discussions that included, at several different times, 
representatives of the units supported by STF Fee income. 
  
We have decided that the fee should stay at $40 for this coming year. We will 
evaluate if the fee should be raised in the near future. Since roughly a third of our 
budget is spent on paying student employees, Tacoma's minimum wage increases 
will make our budget tight in the coming years. 
 
B. Student Technology Fee - Tacoma Budget for 2020-21 
 
Based on 2018-19 and 2019-20 STF Fee revenue collections and current year 
enrollment information, the STF Fee Committee estimates 2020-21 revenue at the 
$40 fee level per quarter to be approximately $450,000.  
 
The STF Fee reserve is currently a total of about $950,000 and is typically used 
for emergency proposals, and projects that are deemed important but exceed our 
annual allocation. 


