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Approve Student Technology Fee – Seattle Campus: 2020-21 Maintenance of Fee 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
It is the recommendation of the administration and the Academic and Student 
Affairs Committee that the Board of Regents approve the maintenance of the 
Student Technology Fee for the Seattle campus at $38 per full-time student, per 
quarter, for Academic Year 2020-21. 
 
Submitting student fees, including services and activities fees, new student 
orientation and enrollment fees, and student technology fees, even in no-change 
scenarios, for review and approval by the Board each year is a new practice this 
year. The Board Office and the Office of Planning & Budgeting believe that this 
is advisable because: 

1. It is consistent with the Board’s oversight of fees, as established by 
Chapter 28B.15 of the Revised Code of Washington (RCW); 

2. It memorializes that students originated these fees and determine their 
level and use each year; and 

3. Even a no-change scenario maintaining prior-year fee rates raises 
questions of financial sustainability, given inflation and rising costs. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Student Technology Fee (STF) is a fund established to provide technology 
access and opportunity for students under Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 
28B.15.051 (https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28B.15.051). The 
UW Seattle Student Technology Fee Committee (STFC) exists as the governing 
body to manage this fund and allocate funds toward capital investments in UW 
projects that improve students’ educational opportunities. STFC accomplishes this 
goal by funding technology proposals generated by the UW community. STF 
dollars pay for computers in Odegaard Undergraduate Library, the Student 
Technology Loan Program, services such as U-Drive, 3D printers, very recently 
LinkedIn Learning and much more. 
 
The Student Technology Fee has been $38 per quarter for the past 3 years. The 
fee was decreased from $41 to $38 in 2017. In Fiscal Year (FY) 2020, revenue 
was approximately $4,807,000 in collected fees for the year. After accounting for 
our blocks, administrative budget, and expenditures from the previous fiscal year, 
adding our reserve funds to our revenue, $8,700,000 were left for allocation to 
funding proposals over Autumn, Winter, Spring and Summer quarters based on 
the Yearly Funding Plan for the 2019-2020 academic year. 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28B.15.051
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At the current $38 fee level, the STF Committee will continue to be able to fund 
proposals effectively. The past 3 years have brought in record number of 
proposals and we expect it to increase as we continue our outreach efforts. We are 
working on our long-term goal to decrease our budget surplus through committee 
initiated Special Projects and putting groups that we have been working with for a 
long time onto our Block Funding Program. Additionally, through our Summer 
Funding Allocation, we reach out to underfunded groups on campus to support 
them with their technology needs.   
 
In light of the current pandemic situation, we believe that maintaining the current 
fee rate is sustainable going into the next fiscal year and our reserves will allow us 
to operate at the same funding level as FY20.  
 
A. Student Technology Fee Rates for 2020-21 
 
The quarterly STF rate history at UW Seattle for the past two biennia is as 
follows, along with this year’s plan: 
 

Academic  
Year 

Quarterly 
Fee Rate 

2015-16 $41 
2016-17 $38 
2017-18 $38 
2018-19 $38 
2019-20 $38 
2020-21 $38 

 
The 2020-21 STF plan came about with the help the Office of Planning and 
Budgeting and our STF contact Judy Golisch who provided us with details 
regarding income from previous fiscal year. Based on STF documentation of fee 
levels in the past few years and the consequent budgets the committee has been 
able to use to fund an incredible spread of projects, we were able to make the 
decision to maintain our fee rate for the upcoming fiscal year.  
 
B. Student Technology Fee - Seattle Budget for 2020-21 
 
Based on 2018-19 and 2019-20 Student Technology Fee revenue collections and 
current year enrollment information, the Student Technology Fee Committee 
(STFC) estimates 2020-21 revenue at the $38 fee level per quarter to be an 
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estimated $4,295,060.  The technology that this fee funds is especially important 
right now. So far this quarter, the committee has awarded several proposals that 
increase remote access to campus labs, providing new computers and specialized 
software for those labs, and granted additional funds to the Student Tech Loan 
Program so that they can continue to ship equipment to students who require 
everything from laptops and tablets to digital cameras for coursework and don’t 
have their own. The committee expects to see an increase in requests for funding 
in these areas and intends to continue to provide funding for machinery and 
research, software development, and our continuous funding blocks that keep the 
libraries and various other campus organizations running smoothly. 


