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Approve Student Technology Fee – Bothell Campus: 2020-21 Maintenance of 
Fee 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
It is the recommendation of the administration and the Academic and Student 
Affairs Committee that the Board of Regents approve the maintenance of the 
Student Technology Fee for the Bothell campus at $42 per full-time student, per 
quarter, for Academic Year 2020-21. 
 
Submitting student fees, including services and activities fees, new student 
orientation and enrollment fees, and student technology fees, even in no-change 
scenarios, for review and approval by the Board each year is a new practice this 
year. The Board Office and the Office of Planning & Budgeting believe that this 
is advisable because: 

1. It is consistent with the Board’s oversight of fees, as established by 
Chapter 28B.15 of the Revised Code of Washington (RCW); 

2. It memorializes that students originated these fees and determine their 
level and use each year; and 

3. Even a no-change scenario maintaining prior-year fee rates raises 
questions of financial sustainability, given inflation and rising costs. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Student Technology Fee (STF) is a fund established to provide technology 
access and opportunity for students under Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 
28B.15.051 (https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28B.15.051). The 
University of Washington Bothell Student Technology Fee Committee (STFC) 
exists to support technology that augments students’ ability to engage in their 
educational experience, and is designed to review and determine expenditures on 
improving existing technology and acquiring new technology to be used by the 
students of UW Bothell. Through a two-cycle and emergency proposal allocation 
processes, the STFC has the ability to consider funding for new and replacement 
technology requests. The committee is set up by ASUWB according to state laws 
set by the Washington State Legislature; agreements made by the Board of 
Regents of the University of Washington, the ASUW, and ASUWT (Tri-Campus 
Agreement); the ASUWB Constitution and By-Laws; and the rules and guidelines 
established by the Open Public Meetings Act.  
 
Revenue from this fee is used exclusively for technology resources for student 
use. Fee revenue is distributed by the Student Technology Fee Committee on each 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28B.15.051
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campus. The Student Technology Fee is voted on and charged under RCW 
28B.15.041 and RCW 28B.15.051.   
 
The University of Washington Bothell STFC will maintain the current technology 
fee of $42 per quarter ($126 per year) for the 2020-2021 academic year. 
 
A. Student Technology Fee Rates for 2020-21 
 
The quarterly STF rate history at UW Bothell for the past two biennia is as 
follows, along with this year’s plan: 
 

Academic  
Year 

Quarterly 
Fee Rate 

2015-16 $42  
2016-17 $42  
2017-18 $42  
2018-19 $42  
2019-20 $42  
2020-21 $42  

 
The 2020-21 plan grew out of Student Technology Fee Committee discussions 
over the course of the current academic year. In Fiscal Year (FY) 2021, the STFC 
is expected to bring in $643,436 with zero enrollment growth or $627,349 with 
2.5 percent decrease in enrollment.  A 2.5 percent enrollment decrease would 
result in $31,643 less revenue than FY20.  In FY20 the committee brought in 
$658,992 and the STFC committee approved $597,462 in expenses.  In FY20, the 
committee will add $61,530 to the STFC Reserves. 
  
Currently the Bothell STF Committee has $1,965,257 in reserves.  Much of this 
money is being held in reserves as an investment into campus expansion that will 
include new campus buildings, programs, and future expansion of technology in 
the Activities & Recreation Center (ARC). As of May 2020, the committee has 
allocated long-term commitments that total $68,676. 
 
Given the health of the reserves, the historical application and use of funds, and 
the current state of the campus and the fiscal restraints on students, the STFC 
decided to maintain its fee and will reevaluate current and future needs next year. 
The student committee voted unanimously to maintain the fee for FY21. 
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B. Student Technology Fee - Bothell Budget for 2020-21 
 
In FY20, the STFC pivoted to address the immediate needs of students due to 
COVID-19 pandemic impacts. The STFC pushed back the second cycle in favor 
of student proposed and unanimously voted upon an immediate resolution to 
permit the review of emergency and out-of-cycle proposals; the specific 
resolution referenced is included below. The committee then reviewed and vetted 
a request to fund laptops and hotspots for students who needed the technology to 
accommodate the remote learning and closed campus environments. This has 
pushed back the timeline for the second cycle applications and reviews. These 
applications are expected to be reviewed and determinations made in early June. 
 
Resolution 12: Calling for Emergency Proposals to Ensure Access to Online 
Classes 
 
WHEREAS there is a possibility that classes may continue to be held online 
through spring quarter; and 
WHEREAS the Committee wants to ensure that students can continue their 
studies in spite of moving to online classes; and 
WHEREAS the Committee is concerned that proposals to “do something” may 
not actually address the needs of the student body; and 
WHEREAS the limited time in which the university has to decisively deal with 
the coronavirus means that the STFC will have to ask for proposals before 
ASUWB officially approves the suggested bylaw changes; and 
WHEREAS the Committee hopes that emergency applications will be improved 
by having an outline of what the STFC wants in the proposal(s); and 
WHEREAS the Committee hopes that by making its goals clear, ASUWB will 
know what the STFC is looking for in an emergency application 
 

THEREFORE 
 

BE IT RESOLVED the Committee requests that emergency proposals be 
submitted to the committee to address the following concerns the committee has 
with moving classes online for long periods of time: 

1. Not every student has a laptop they can use for long periods of time to 
attend classes 

2. Not every student has reliable broadband internet access 
3. The Committee is unsure of the exact number of students in need of a 

computer and/or broadband internet access 
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4. Asking students to either come to campus regularly or go to public places 
for internet access runs directly counter to the goals of social distancing 
through online classes 

5. All new equipment funded by the STFC will have to have a purpose after 
classes are no longer held primarily online 

6. What impacts will the proposed solution have on staffing and what will be 
the costs of those staffing requirements 

7. The Committee wants to see a plan to ensure students can attend classes 
while they’re don’t have a permanent power source 

8. The Committee wants a specific estimate of the cost of all parts of the 
proposal 

9. The Committee feels it is unfair to ask the student body to bear the whole 
burden in moving classes online; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Committee will be evaluating proposals 
based on how they address the six concerns above among other factors. 


