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MINUTES 

 

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON 

BOARD OF REGENTS 

 

Governance Committee 
 

Wednesday, July 7, 2021 

 

Call to Order and Attendance 

 

Committee Chair Regent Riojas called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. 

 

Assistant Secretary Tennant called the roll. Present by videoconference and telephone were the Regents: 

Regents Riojas (Chair), Ayer, Benoliel, Berisha, Harrell, Jaech, MacPhee, Rice, Tamaki, Zeeck; President 

Cauce, Provost Richards, the Secretary. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

Regent Riojas announced that, hearing no objections, the minutes from the Committee meeting on February 

10, 2021, were approved, as distributed. 

 

Appoint New Regent to Committees (Action) (Item No. G–1) 

 

Regent Riojas welcomed Regent Berisha to the Board. 

 

Regent Rice moved, Regent MacPhee seconded, and the Governance Committee approved the appointment 

of Regent Berisha to all committees through the annual election of officers, as presented. 

 

See Attachment G–1. 

 

Review Divestment Proposals, and Take Necessary Actions (Action) (Item No. G–2) 

 

Margaret Shepherd, Chief of Staff in the Executive Office of the President and the Provost, and Tyler Lange, 

Secretary of the Board, reviewed the attached materials. 

 

Asked whether there were a deadline for convening an Advisory Committee on Socially Responsible 

Investing (ACSRI) in response to the petition, Ms. Shepherd replied that an ACSRI only meets during the 

academic year, so it would be best to convene it no later than November. 

 

Asked why the Board would not convene an ACSRI in response to the petition, Ms. Shepherd replied that the 

Board’s own Standing Orders state that: “The fiduciary duty of the Board ensures a strong presumption 

against divestment. Divestment is considered only after all options to address the ethical concern have been 

reviewed and found unsatisfactory.” 

 

It was noted that the area of investing with environmental, social, and governance (ESG) concerns in mind is 

dynamic. For instance, a shareholder action just elected three new members to the ExxonMobil board with 

the support of major institutional investors. The UW has increasingly invested with ESG concerns in mind. 

Regents recognized that UWINCO has made sincere efforts in this area, and that all agree that sustainability 

and ESG concerns are important. 
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Regent Zeeck moved, Regent Harrell seconded, and the Governance Committee approved the convening of 

an ACSRI in response to the attached petition. Specifically, Ms. Shepherd and Mr. Lange were charged with 

editing the broad charge included in the materials to include peer comparisons, alignment with other state 

agencies, and an explicit requirement of expert members, and presenting both the draft charge document and 

a proposed list of committee members at the Committee’s September meeting. 

 

See Attachment G–2. 

 

Discuss Draft Naming Policy (Information only) (Item No. G–3) 

 

Ms. Shepherd and Mr. Lange reviewed the attached draft naming policy. 

 

Regents discussed past naming actions, and concerns about corporate namings, sponsorships, and potential 

reputational risk. Regents also endorsed the clearer path to honorific naming, so long as it does not diminish 

donor-recognition naming opportunities. Regents also discussed the term of namings, with some finding fifty 

years acceptable, provided gift agreements are clear about what might happen at the end of the term. The 

question of named endowments was raised. Staff promised to continue consultations in this area. It was 

suggested that Regents might wish to review a list of current building names, and the rationale for them, 

because of poor campus knowledge of naming histories. President Cauce stated that many early, honorific 

names of state-funded buildings could be fruitfully reviewed because departments might choose to honor 

more recent or more influential scholars if asked at this time. 

 

See Attachment G–3. 

 

Discuss 2022 Meeting Schedule, Format, and Locations, and Review Twelve-Month Planning Calendars 

(Information only) (Item No. G–4) 

 

Ms. Shepherd and Mr. Lange reviewed the attached 2022 meeting schedule, format, locations, and twelve-

month planning calendars, noting that Attachment G–4.5 lays out a new meeting cadence and proposes 

revised meeting content in response to Regents’ past guidance to staff. Mr. Lange noted that the cadence 

reduces redundant, less dynamic monthly reports to improved quarterly reports, and includes annual reports 

from advisory committees, whose Regent chairs will nevertheless co-present items that have come through 

their committees. Ms. Shepherd emphasized that the new cadence emphasizes quality of reporting over 

quantity. 

 

Regent Tamaki stated that, as a trial lawyer, he will regret missing three further opportunities for Chair’s 

Reports, but will make the most of the seven that will remain to him. He endorsed a cadence of remote 

advisory committee meetings and in-person Board meetings in alternating months, noting that much 

discussion happens in the Board’s standing committees. He praised Regent Riojas’s effective conduct of 

Board meetings over the past year. 

 

Regents endorsed the new cadence, and asked staff to bring calendars reflecting it for their approval at the 

September meeting. Ms. Shepherd noted details remain subject to planning meetings with the chairs of the 

Board and its standing committees. Staff were encouraged to seek new and improved ways of incorporating 

student perspectives. 

 

See Attachment G–4. 

 

Discuss 2021-22 Board Officer and Other Appointments (Information only) (Item No. G–5) 

 

Mr. Lange noted that the attached documents propose no new appointments, but serve as a basis for Regental 

discussion of new appointments in preparation for the September meeting. 
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Regent Tamaki plans to consult with each of his colleagues about committee leadership and advisory 

committee membership. He noted that recent consultations have been fruitful, and encouraged Regents to 

remain in close contact with each other. 

 

See Attachment G–5. 

 

Adjourn 

 

Hearing no other business to come before the Committee, Regent Riojas adjourned the Governance 

Committee meeting at 5:02 p.m. 

 

  Approved at the meeting of the Committee on September 8, 2021. 


