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July 8, 2021 

 

 

 

The Board of Regents held its special meeting on Thursday, July 8, 2021, beginning at 

9:00 a.m. in the Pavilion at UW Pack Forest, 9010 453rd Street East, Eatonville, 

Washington 98328. Notice of the special meeting and its agenda were appropriately 

provided to the public and the media. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Board Chair Regent Riojas called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Assistant Secretary Tennant called the roll. Present were the Chair, Regent Riojas, 

Regents Ayer, Benoliel, Berisha, Harrell, Jaech, MacPhee, Rice, Tamaki, Zeeck; 

President Cauce, Provost Richards, Mr. Kerwin, Ms. Shepherd, Mr. Lange. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
  

No one signed up to provide public comment. 

 

REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE BOARD 

 

Regent Riojas welcomed Regents to their retreat and asked Regent Berisha to introduce 

himself. Regent Berisha stated that it is an honor to sit as a Regent. He is proud to 

represent the students of UW Bothell. He is a biology major, with minors in chemistry, 

diversity, and computer science. He plans to take a gap year and then apply to study for 

an M.D./Ph.D., combining his clinical and analytic interests. He has been involved with 

faculty research since the end of his freshman year, when an introduction to Professor 

Chuck Murry transformed his academic trajectory. He is gratified that UW Bothell 

students have since followed his pathway to research at the Institute for Stem Cell and 

Regenerative Medicine on the Seattle campus. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

  

Regent Riojas announced that the Board would hold an executive session to review the 

performance of a public employee. He invited President Cauce to join the Regents. 
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REPORT OF THE UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT 

 

Returning to open session, Regent Riojas invited President Cauce to give her report. 

 

President Cauce noted that cancer therapies have been transformed over the twenty years 

since the founding of the Seattle Cancer Care Alliance, and are likely to advance still 

further in the near future. She discussed explorations of a new relationship with the Fred 

Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, including patient care, professorial titles, 

philanthropy, legislation, finance, and the governance of possible new partnerships and 

entities. 

 

Regents were intrigued by these explorations, but require further detailed information on 

financial and governance aspects of possible new entities. They also wish to explore 

consequences of potential developments on philanthropy, academic personnel, and 

University budgeting. 

 

The Board took a quick break from 12:20 to 12:40 p.m. to pick up its lunches before 

returning to the table to discuss Regents’ need for further information. 

 

The Board then recessed from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. for a tour of Big Leaf Maple syrup-

making facilities on the Pack Forest site with faculty and graduate students. 

 

Returning to open session, Regents discussed the governance and leadership of UW 

Medicine. There are many models for the organization of academic medical centers and 

healthcare systems, and Regents discussed positive and negative aspects of each. 

 

DATE FOR NEXT MEETINGS 

 

Hearing no objections, Regent Riojas announced that the meetings of the Board 

scheduled for Wednesday, August 11, and Thursday, August 12, 2021, were cancelled. 

The next regular meetings of the Board will therefore be held on Wednesday, September 

8, and Thursday, September 9, 2021, at the locations published in the annual notice of 

meetings. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The regular meeting was adjourned at 3:42 p.m.  

 

 

___________________________ 

 Tyler Lange 

 Secretary of the Board of Regents 

 

Approved at the meeting of the Board on September 9, 2021. 


