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Please join us for the University of Washington Faculty Auxiliary 
 

Annual Spring Luncheon 

Wednesday, May 22, 2019 11:30 to 3:00 
Seattle Yacht Club, 1807 East Hamlin, Seattle 

 

Our speaker will be Nobel Laureate Dr. Edmond Fischer: 

“For the Love of Biomedical Research 
 

Spring Luncheon Chair: Tina Schiess 

Courtesy & House: Carole Drewyer and Carmen Robbin 

 

Spring Luncheon Lecture 
On May 22nd, Nobel Laureate Edmond Fischer will talk to us about his long life (he just 
celebrated his 99th birthday) and what he learned along the way. Growing up in Geneva, 
Switzerland, he had a great admiration for Louis Pasteur and the Pasteur Institute.  He will 
take us through his time at the College Calvin, the Conservatoire de Musique, and the 
University, where he was torn between choosing a life of music or a life of science, and 
where science won out. By answering poignant questions, he will lead us through his choices 
of why science, why scientific research and where it might lead us. He will also talk about the 
fact that some scientific achievements and advancements come from unexpected places, about 
the importance of serendipity in science and about the arrogance of trying to make long-range 
predictions in science. He’ll talk about the nature of genius and about what some of the 
advancements of science and medicine may have in store for us in the future. 

 
Biography: Professor Edmond Fischer was born in Shanghai, China in 1920.  At age 7, he went to Switzerland 
where he carried out all his studies, earning BS degrees in Chemistry and Biology, a Diploma of Chemistry and 
a PhD degree at the University of Geneva.  After a few years as a Postdoctoral Fellow of the Rockefeller 
Foundation, he was appointed Privat-Docent.  In early 1953, he went to the California Institute of Technology, 
working on the biosynthesis of haemoglobin in Henry Borsook’s laboratory, then joined the Department of 
Biochemistry at the University of Washington where he is now Professor Emeritus.  
 

Dr. Edmond 
Fischer, Nobel 
Laureate 1992 

Continued on page 5 
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April 8, 2019 Annual Meeting 
UW Club 

 
More than 45 UWFA members 
attended this year’s Annual Meeting. 
The Yukon Pacific Room at the UW 
Club was festive with balloons, cake, 

and polished silver to celebrate the 
111th year of the UWFA.  Members 
enjoyed refreshments while there was 
an ongoing slideshow of UWFA 
activities throughout the years.  They 
were delighted to recognize 
themselves and others over many 
decades and President Dagmar 
Shannon is to be commended for 
digging through photo albums to 
create the slideshow. Thank you 
to Carole Drewyer and Carmen 
Robbin for organizing the 
refreshments. 

President’s Message 
April  2019 

Dear UWFA Members, 
 
As the 2018-19 academic year comes to a close, 
so does our UWFA year. Looking back, as a 
club we have had a good year and we emerge 
stronger going into 2019-20. At the Annual 
Meeting the membership elected a great new 
board; all positions were filled except Programs. 
I want to thank the Nominating committee for 
presenting this excellent slate of candidates to 
the membership. 
 
The Annual Meeting concluded with a Schnapps 
celebration of our 111th anniversary of the 
UWFA. This celebration highlighted just how remarkable an organization like 
ours is, to still be going strong after 111 years, to adhere to its mission of service 
and friendship to the university and to each other. Here’s to the next 100 years…. 
 
Our final event of this year will be the Spring Luncheon at the Seattle Yacht 
Club, Wednesday, May 22nd featuring speaker Dr. Edmond Fischer, the 
distinguished Nobel Prize Laureate.  His lecture is titled, “For the Love of 
Biomedical Research”. Invitations have been mailed out to members in late April 
and I hope to see you all there.  
 
Looking ahead to next year please mark your calendar for the Fall Reception, 
Monday, October 7th, 2019, from 1:30 to 3:30 pm at the Waterfront Activities 
Center on the UW campus. This time we will make it easier for you to use the 
parking ticket machines.  
 
Soon you will receive the membership renewal information along with a letter 
encouraging you to donate to our Scholarship Fund.  Thanks to your donations, 
we were able to continue to award three scholarships of $5000 each to deserving 
UW students.  We so appreciate and depend on your continued generosity and 
support.  
 
Sincerely 
Dagmar Shannon 
President 2018/19 
 
 

Co-Presidents Dagmar Shannon  
 Nancy Kenagy 

Vice-President &  
e-publicity Christine Newcomb 

Treasurer Traudi Krausser 

Secretary Linda Prot 

Courtesy and House Kathy Graunke 

Directory Sue Christian 

Interest Groups Vicki King 

Membership (Co-Chairs) Barbara Archbold 
 Bernadette Laqueur 

Newsletter Dotty Shireman 

Programs OPEN 

UWFA Webmaster  Peter Schiess 

Visiting Faculty  OPEN (Contact Carol Hol) 
Housing Service  

Member-at-Large Evette Hackman 

UWFA Board of Directors 2019-20 

Continued on page 5 
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Membership Renewal Time 
Thanks to the many of you who 
have already completed the 
membership and volunteer 
forms.  You are amazing!  For 
those of you who have been out 
of town, etc., please complete the 
forms and mail them to me with 
your membership dues.  If you do 
not pay dues and your name is 
not listed below, you will not be 
in the Directory.  
The following individuals, by 
virtue of their continued 
participation in and support of the 
UWFA for 50 years or more, 

have their dues waived.  We 
appreciate their support over the 
years and hope that they will 
continue to support the UWFA 
Scholarship Fund for UW 
students.  
60 YEAR MEMBERS: Mary 
Davis, Eva Hanzeli, Anne 
Johnson, Elizabeth Kobayashi, 
Lydia Nunke, Carolyn Scott. 
50 YEAR MEMBERS:  Marie 
Albrecht, Beverly Bodansky, 
Molly Cleland, Mary Alice 
Crosson, Thea L. Fefer, Eleanor 
Fordyce, Shanta Gangolli, 
Beverly Gessel, Barbara 

Glicksberg, Britt Glomset, Sylvia 
Hobbs, Marty Holm, Mary 
Kenny, Martha Nester, Rosemary 
Newell, Barbara Peterson, Mamie 
Rockafeller, Ingegerd Roden, 
Patricia Shipley, Yolande Siki, 
Sheila Swanson, Sally Thomson, 
Patty Whisler, Nan Yuodelis. 
Thank you for your continued 
support of UWFA. 
 
Bernadette Laqueur 
Membership Co-chair 

Seattle Seattle March City Hall Tour 
 

In March the Seattle City 
Hall tour included artworks and 
cultural displays that reflect 
Seattle’s rich creative life. The 
tour highlighted the building 
design which was "to promote a 
feeling of being open and 
transparent and for the public to 
feel welcome."   

Seattle City Hall is a LEED-certified project. Built of durable materials and 
designed for flexibility, the building was designed with the idea that it 
would last 100 years with its energy efficiency measures using sustainable 
materials. Scott Thompson, Property management specialist lead our 
tour. The City focuses on providing Art in office spaces and a 
representative from the Arts Administration accompanied our group, 
pointing out some of the permanent pieces. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evolving Wing and the Gravity of 
Presence by Eric Robertson 
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In Memoriam 
David Thouless, long-time UWFA member, died on April 06, 2019 in 
Cambridge, England, at the age of 84. His wife, Margaret Thouless, 
was also a member of the UWFA and both enjoyed participating in 
UWFA cultural events and they enjoyed the outdoors and hikes with 
the Tuesday Trekkers. 
David Thouless was a theoretical physicist whose most well-known 
work focused on the properties of matter in extremely thin layers. His 
research explained the behavior of matter in some of its most unusual 
states — including superfluidity and superconductivity. For these 
efforts, in 2016, he was awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics along with 
his collaborator J. Michael Kosterlitz of Brown University and F. 

Duncan M. Haldane of Princeton University.  
According to the Nobel committee, their work “resulted in an entirely new understanding of phase transitions, 
which is regarded as one of the 20th century’s most important discoveries in the theory of condensed-matter 
physics”. 
David Thouless was born in 1934 in Bearsden, Scotland – which is near Glasgow. He studied physics at the 
University of Cambridge before travelling to the US, with support from the Fulbright Program, to complete a 
PhD at Cornell University in 1958 under the supervision of Hans Bethe. It is there that he met Margaret 
Scrase, a biology student. They wed in 1958, the same year Thouless graduated from Cornell with his doctoral 
degree. He worked at several universities in the UK and US before becoming professor of physics at the 
University of Birmingham in 1965.  Following a stint at Yale University, David settled at the University of 
Washington in 1980. He remained there until 2014 when he returned with his wife Margaret to live in 
Cambridge. 
He is survived by Margaret, his wife of 60 years, and their three children. 

Seattle Seattle April Tour 
 
On Wednesday, April 17th, Seattle Seattle had a tour of the lovely new rehearsal space for the Seattle Opera, 
located adjacent to McCaw Hall on Mercer Street and 5th Avenue N. Rehearsals for "Carmen" were in full 
swing. We saw the rehearsal areas, the costume shop and other "back stage" areas. The tour was followed by 
lunch at Bahn Thai. 
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In Seattle, Dr. Fischer carried out his collaborative studies with Edwin G. 
Krebs on the regulation of glycogen phosphorylase that led to the 

discovery of reversible protein phosphorylation as a regulatory mechanism.  Since 1985, he became 
particularly interested in the identification, characterization and regulation of various cytoplasmic and receptor 
protein tyrosine phosphatases and their involvement in signal transduction, cell cycle progression and cancer. 
In 1992, he and Edwin G. Krebs were awarded jointly the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine for their 
discoveries of reversible protein phosphorylation as a biological regulatory mechanism. 
 

Continued from page 1, Lecture 

The organization’s business was conducted with last year’s minutes read, 
and Treasurer’s report and President’s reports given.   

 
Following an approval vote by the quorum present, Bylaw Article IV, Section 3, Terms of Office, was amended to read: 
“The President (or Co-Presidents) shall be elected by the Board of Directors for a term of one year and may be elected 
for additional terms.”  Dagmar Shannon and Nancy Kenagy were announced as Co-Presidents for the 2019-2020 year by 
Parliamentarian Sue Christian. 
 
The nominating committee presented the slate of officers and introduced those who are new to the Board with some 
biographical information.  The positions of Program Chair and VFHS Representative remain open. The slate of officers 
was elected unanimously and thanked for their willingness to serve. See page 2 for the new board. 
 
Following the adjournment of the Business Meeting, President Dagmar Shannon presented a delightful pictorial history 
of the 111 years of the UWFA. The slideshow was full of historic photos of the campus and highlighted the relationship 
of the UWFA with the UW Club over the years.   While fashions and hairstyles have changed over the years, the 
founding purposes of fun, friendship, education, and service to the University of Washington remain the same.  Our 
UWFA Thespians Barbara Archbold, Dotty Shireman, Vicki King, and Mamie Bolender entertained the group with a 
humorous skit written by Dagmar Shannon about the firing of President Henry Suzzallo in 1926. 
 
Testimonials about the importance of the UWFA were 
read.  Ruth Gerberding, UW President Ana Mari Cauce and 
Honorary UWFA President Susan Joslyn, former UWFA 
President Evette Glauber, Linda Olsen from the Office of 
Academic Scholarship, were among those who sent in tributes to 
the service of the UWFA.  John Risdon, Interim Manager of the 
UW Club, members Mary Albrecht, Mimi Wagar, and Tina 
Schiess also highlighted the significance of the UWFA to them 
over the years. 
 
Members left the event with smiles on their faces and with 
hopes for the successful continuance of the University of Washington Faculty Auxiliary for many years to come. 
 
Nancy Kenagy, Vice-President 2018-2019 

Continued from page 2 Annual Meeting 

 
May 2019 Events Calendar 

  

Date Event Place Time Program 

Wednesday, May 15 
Contact the volunteer 
organizers, Randy Ev-
erett and Gary Fuller, 
with questions   

UWRA  
Travelogue 

UW Club 
 

5:45 dinner; 7:15 
presentation 

On a Busman’s Tour of Honshu, 
Japan’s Big Island, presented by 
Christopher Petrich  

Wednesday, May 22 Spring  
Luncheon 

Seattle 
Yacht Club 

11:30 no-host bar fol-
lowed @ 12:15-12:30 
by luncheon & lecture 

Dr. Edmond Fischer, "For the Love 
of Biomedical Research" 

Monday, October 7th, 
2019  

Fall  
Reception 

Waterfront 
Activities 
Center UW 
campus  

1:30 to 3:30 pm Greet old friends, meet new, and 
learn about Interest Group Oppor-
tunities. 

mailto:randye@uw.edu
mailto:randye@uw.edu
mailto:garyfuller44@comcast.net

