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15th Ave NE

The supportive relationship and interaction between the campus and
the surrounding community is an important aspect of the plan. The
opportunities for contributing to the realization of goals outlined in
the University Community Urban Center Plan are described in
Chapter IX. The following text describes the characteristics and vision
for each area of campus. (A breakdown of existing development and
GPDP projects by campus area is shown in the table on page 80.)
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Central Campus
Central Campus consists of the original core and the surrounding
central perimeter. Preservation and character enhancement are the
primary concepts for the historic buildings and important open
spaces found in the original core of the campus. These spaces
include the Liberal Arts Quadrangle, Denny Yard, Memorial Way,
Rainier Vista, Hub Yard, Parrington Lawn, and Central Plaza, Archery
Range, Sylvan Theater, Hansee Hall Courtyards, Denny Field, and the
Medicinal Herb Garden.
Potential development sites are identified in order to preserve the
critical open spaces. Building footprints as exemplified in the
illustrative plan are configured in a manner that complements rather
than detracts from the existing context. In addition, connections are
improved between different areas of campus such as the residence
halls on the east slope and the Liberal Arts Quadrangle, Denny Field,
Denny Yard, the Henry Art Gallery, and Physics/Astronomy.
The surrounding central perimeter includes the eastern bluff between
Stevens Way and Montlake Boulevard, and the edges bordered by NE
45th Street, 15th Avenue NE and NE Pacific Street. It is these areas,
particularly the eastern bluff and 15th Avenue NE edge, that will be
most impacted in the next ten years by new development. The
potential development of the new light rail stations will significantly
contribute to these changes.
In the plan, important open spaces are improved and enhanced such
as the plaza between More Hall and Mechanical Engineering and a
southern extension of George Washington Lane. The 15th Avenue NE
edge is softened and opened up to the neighborhood (see discussion
on the following page for more detail).
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Central Campus Area: Illustrative Plan with Possible
Future Development

Figure IV-53
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The NE 40th Street entrance is also improved, as is the pedestrian
connection between the NE 43rd Street entrance and Memorial Way.

Improved pedestrian entrance at NE 45th
and 15th NE with access to the potential
light rail station

15th Avenue NE Corridor

New development with street level
entry on 15th NE

An important means of improving the interaction and access between
the campus and the community is to transform 15th Avenue NE from
an edge separating the community and campus to a seam joining the
two. As new development occurs along 15th Avenue NE, portions of
the existing wall will be removed or lowered, each time reducing the
physical and perceived barrier to campus.

Add street trees

The potential light rail stations at NE 45th Street , NE 43rd Street , south
of NE 40th Street, and at NE Pacific Street, along with east-west
connections to the station entrances, will in themselves increase
connections. New campus development on sites along 15th Avenue
NE should open onto the street rather than turn inward as they have
in the past. This is especially true of buildings housing ‘public’ uses.

Extend street trees on NE 43rd to west
Potential entrance to new building
at NE 43rd
Improved pedestrian entrance at
NE 43rd
Potential light rail station entrance
on 15th NE
Add street trees
Remove or decrease height of wall
Extend street trees west

The landscaping of this corridor, including new street trees,
enhancement of Parrington Lawn, removal and/or lowering of the
walls and landscaping in conjunction with new development will
further improve the physical relationship between the campus and
community.

Improve and expand pedestrian
entrance at NE 41st

Improved connections between the West and the Central Campus are
also important. An East-West walkway is proposed at the potential
light rail station entrance south of NE 40th Street extending from
Stevens Way, to the station and west to Brooklyn and the juncture
with the Burke-Gilman Trail. Additionally, improvements to open
space and pedestrian and vehicular circulation are proposed for
further study on Campus Parkway (discussed in further detail in the
next section).

Potential Light rail station entrance

Add street trees
Improve pedestrian access at
NE 40th Street entrance

East-west walk and entrance to campus
Pedestrian crossing to stairway
Future development with entrances
off of 15th NE at street level
Potential light rail station entrance

Potential Improvements Along 15th Avenue NE
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Figure IV-54
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The goals of the University Community Urban Center (UCUCP) Plan
helped direct this Campus Master Plan for the West Campus. Chapter
IX, University Community Urban Center Plan and Master Plan
Common Goals, lists in detail goals from the UCUC Plan that are
specifically supported by this Campus Master Plan.

Figure IV-55
West Campus Area:
Illustrative Plan with Possible Future Development

NE Campus Parkway is an area that presents future opportunities for
open space and development. It is recommended that this area be
further studied if street vacations are proposed as described in
Chapter VI. Alternatives include a possible reconfiguration of
Campus Parkway, relocated to its southern alignment, which will
increase the amount of usable open space, provide relief from
vehicular traffic, and extend the campus environment into the urban
grid. (Further details on the Campus Parkway area are described in
the following pages.) In addition, a significant open space is planned
for passive or active recreation in the vicinity of NE 40th Street, the
Burke-Gilman Trail, and 12th Avenue NE just east of Henderson Hall.
Also, an east-west pedestrian corridor in the mid-block of 15th Avenue
NE between NE 41st Street and NE Pacific Street, as well as an
improved NE 40th Street entrance, will connect the southern edge of

the Central Campus with the West Campus across 15th Avenue NE,
the possible light rail station, and the Burke-Gilman Trail.
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A relatively sizeable amount of development may occur in the West
Campus. The existing orthogonal street grid forms the underlying
framework for the West Campus plan. New development will
recognize and reinforce this grid with structures close and parallel to
streets with exceptions noted in Chapter VI, Street Vacations. The
Burke-Gilman Trail and NE Pacific Street run together as contrasting
diagonal elements on the southern edge paralleling the Portage Bay
shoreline. The streets along the street grid will provide the primary
means of pedestrian circulation. Open space and land use will be
improved with the pedestrian experience as a priority. The BurkeGilman Trail and the shoreline provide opportunities to increase open
space beyond the street grid. On the heavily used Burke-Gilman Trail
in particular, there are opportunities to enhance the experience and
quality of the trail as a popular public resource related to
development. Included are proposals for connections to potential
Sound Transit stations and improved open space easily accessible to
the public.

15th Ave. NE
E-W
Walkway

It is anticipated that the West Campus will accommodate mixed-use
structures with University services at the street level where
appropriate. Uses above the street might include parking, offices,
research, classrooms, other teaching spaces, and housing. Designs
should express their mixed-use nature. Some properties may be
developed as a partnership between the University and the private
sector. Many opportunities for new development are of an infill
nature and should be designed to be sensitive to adjacent privately
owned and University properties.
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Campus Parkway: Current Conditions

Figure IV-56

Campus Parkway
Campus Parkway, completed in 1953, was originally designed as a
ceremonial connection between the University Bridge and the
Central Campus. It was designed as a boulevard, on axis with the
original Meany Hall which was demolished in 1964. The ceremonial
intent was never successfully achieved due to several factors
including the use of NE 40th Street as the main western vehicular
entrance, the entrance to the Central Plaza Garage at NE 41st Street,
unsightly Metro trolley wires, inconsistent plantings of trees along the
Parkway and western edge of the garage, and the topography from
campus to 15th Avenue NE. Western sections of the Parkway median
have trees that were planted as part of the 1961 International Forestry
Congress.
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In addition to aesthetic issues, the interface between the multiple
modes of travel (pedestrians, bicycles, vehicles and transit) is
confusing and potentially dangerous. This is especially true at the
intersection of Campus Parkway, Roosevelt and the University Bridge.
A street vacation might be requested for portions of NE Campus
Parkway and various realignment alternatives are discussed in the
street vacation section of this plan.
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Fisheries

South West Campus
The Campus Master Plan concept provides a strong design
framework for a more campus-like environment in the Southwest
Campus, while maintaining the mixed-use maritime character of
the existing waterfront. This framework includes the realigned 15th
Avenue NE and a new landscaped vista, currently under
construction, that will provide a view corridor from NE Pacific
Street to Portage Bay.
New buildings will be sited to help form landscaped open spaces
of various sizes and will be linked by clearly articulated pathways.
An east-west pedestrian corridor along Skamania Lane will extend
from the west entrance to the Health Sciences Center building via
the through-way (under the second floor of the planned BioScience
building) past Portage Bay Vista, Bioengineering and Biotechnology
adjacent to the potential Sound Transit station and terminating at
the new Fisheries Building. In addition, potential Fish Return Ponds
and a waterfront path along the shoreline will provide open space
improvements. Within the Southwest Campus area, the scale of
development will transition from the larger buildings on West
Campus to the smaller buildings along the waterfront. A potential
skybridge alternative may be considered linking Portage Bay Vista
to the Physics/Astronomy courtyard across NE Pacific Street (see
Chapter VI, Street Vacations).
Other potential improvements include repair of the Universityowned marina, called University Boat Mart, to accommodate a
mixture of University and privately-owned vessels. A car-top boat
launching ramp, including dock facilities and public viewing and
seating areas will be developed west of the existing Bryant
Building. The west side of the Oceanography Pier may be slightly
expanded to facilitate large truck access during the loading and
unloading of vessels. The South Campus waterfront should be
improved through the removal of temporary buildings, additional
landscaping and a pedestrian path paralleling the shoreline.
Signage should be provided along the waterfront clearly indicating
where it is accessible to the general public. Boat Street should be
enhanced as a water access street including widened sidewalks and
landscaping. Benches and viewing areas should be provided along
the waterfront for public use.
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Southwest Campus Area:
Figure IV-57
Illustrative Plan with Possible Future Development

Illustrative Drawing of Portage Bay Vista
Bridge Connection View from Physics/Astronomy

Figure IV-58
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The Campus Master Plan proposes increasing connections between
the South campus and the Central campus, and connections to the
shoreline. An additional pedestrian bridge from the Physics/
Astronomy building to the Portage Bay Vista, as well as other
improvements to the existing overpasses across NE Pacific Street, will
help improve connections between South and Central Campus and
public access between the Burke-Gilman Trail and the waterfront.
Further details on development across NE Pacific are described in
the following pages.
In the plan a portion of Columbia Road may be covered with a plaza
at the level between F-Wing and B-Wing. This will strengthen the
pedestrian connection between Health Sciences and South Campus
Center and further enhance interconnections from Health Sciences
and the Central Campus to the shoreline. Covering Columbia Road
will also improve air quality and noise experienced in this area.
Open space on the shoreline could be further improved with the
relocation of the fish return ponds to the Bryant Building site. A
pedestrian/bicycle path could be developed from the existing fish
return pond site eastward through the open space to the intersection
of Montlake Boulevard and NE Pacific Street.

Oceanography

Columbia Road

Medical Center

South Campus Area:
Illustrative Plan with Possible Future Development

Ambulatory
Care

Montlake Blvd.

Figure IV-59

Other improvements to the South Campus area support projects
currently underway. Pedestrian access from the potential new light
rail station at 15th Avenue NE and NE Pacific Street to the western
terminals of the Health Science / Medical Center will provide access
via stairs and elevators to the third floor corridor of the Health
Sciences Center (this is the only direct route through the entire
complex). In addition, as a part of the development of the new
Ambulatory Care Facility, pedestrian access from the street into the
eastern wings along the circulation spine in the Medical Center will
be improved.
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NE Pacific Street: Existing Conditions
NE Pacific Street currently acts as the south boundary and edge of the
Central Campus. To the south of NE Pacific Street are the Health
Sciences and Medical Center buildings. The Burke-Gilman Trail
parallels the street to the north at a higher elevation. Sound Transit is
planning a station entrance at the southwest corner of 15th Avenue NE
and NE Pacific Street which is expected to increase the volume of all
modes of transportation (transit, vehicular, pedestrian, and bicycles).
NE Pacific Street is currently the major barrier impeding a strong
relationship between South and Central Campus. NE Pacific Street,
the Health Sciences, and Medical Center also impede access to the
shoreline. NE Pacific Street functions as the primary access to the
Medical Center, an important east-west route for the South Campus
and neighborhood traffic, a major contributor to campus structure,
while accommodating an extensive amount of through-traffic. Links
across NE Pacific Street are critical in connecting the South Campus
with the rest of the University and providing access to the University’s
unique shoreline boundary. Additionally, pedestrian circulation eastwest on NE Pacific Street should be improved and accommodated.

NE Pacific Street

Figure IV-60

Potential open space and building development bridging over NE
Pacific Street is identified as an area for possible further study. One
alternative is a street vacation, as discussed in Chapter VI. The range
of alternatives being considered is described in that chapter.
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Figure IV-61
East Campus Area:
Illustrative Plan with Possible
Future Development
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Husky Stadium

The East Campus landscape plays a major role in integrating the
large-scale sports and parking facilities and the distances in between.
This plan recommends planting trees at the border of the open
spaces, improving the landscape and use of Montlake Boulevard, and
making pedestrian and bicycle improvements along Walla Walla
Road.
Within the core of East Campus a “village” of athletic and
recreational uses within a green, pedestrian-oriented setting is
intended to be created along the Walla Walla spine between the
football stadium, women’s softball park, the indoor practice facility,
crew house, baseball and soccer fields, and north to the recreation
fields. This will also extend to the shoreline, the men’s baseball park,
and to the soccer and recreation fields. The addition of a pedestrian
bridge north of the recreation sports facility at Montlake Boulevard
would improve the connections between the East, Central, and South
campuses.
A large piece of the East Campus area is preserved as the Union Bay
Natural Area and is used for passive recreation by birdwatchers and
University of Washington Master Plan -- Seattle Campus: Development Program
students of restorative natural landscapes.

