II. Goals and Objectives

The goals of the Campus Master Plan represent ideals to strive for in
the conservation and development of the Seattle Campus. They
provide a foundation for a vision of the campus for the future. Their
major theme originates from the notion that the existing campus is an
important place balanced by open spaces and buildings which
reinforce and define each other. As an institution of higher learning,
the valued significant elements of the environment, both natural and
built, must be conserved. Equally, opportunities for change,
enhancement, and advancement must be facilitated.
The goals described in this chapter are the basis for the general
policies listed in Chapter III and development program
recommendations outlined in Chapter IV. Following approval by the
City Council and the Board of Regents of the Campus Master Plan,
the general policies and development program recommendations as
set forth in Chapters III and IV, will be used to guide the design and
development of each of the proposed development sites.
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The Mission of the University of Washington
The campus environment should support and facilitate the mission of
the University. The planning process began with the mission of the
University as a public institution dedicated to learning, teaching,
research, and community service. With the mission as a starting
point, input was solicited from the community and goals were
created.
“The primary mission of the University of
Washington is the preservation, advancement,
and dissemination of knowledge. The University
preserves knowledge through its libraries and
collections, its courses, and the scholarship of its
faculty. It advances new knowledge through many
forms of research, inquiry, and discussion; and
disseminates it through the classroom and the
laboratory, scholarly exchanges, creative practice,
international education, and public service. As one
of the nation’s outstanding teaching and research
institutions, the University is committed to
maintaining an environment for objectivity and
imaginative inquiry and for the original scholarship
and research that ensure the production of new
knowledge in the free exchange of diverse facts,
theories, and ideas.
To promote their capacity to make humane and
informed decisions, the University fosters
an environment in which its students can
develop mature and independent judgment and
an appreciation of the range and diversity
of human achievement. The University
cultivates in its students both critical
thinking and the effective articulation of
that thinking.”

Portage Bay Vista and the Southwest Campus

Figure II-1

University of Washington Faculty Handbook
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Goals of the Campus Master Plan
In order to support the mission of the University, the Campus Master Plan should:

RESPECT ITS STATURE

ENSURE STEWARDSHIP

PROVIDE FACILITIES
MAXIMIZE FLEXIBILITY

The Campus Master Plan should honor the status of the campus as a national treasure, a work of art, and a
triumph of environmental design, enriching life with a harmonious marriage of space, form and
participation.
The Campus Master Plan should ensure good stewardship of the existing campus, maintaining and protecting
the value of the University’s physical resources and character, history, architecture and open space. Changes
to the campus should improve and enhance, rather than detract from, the value and quality of the campus.
The Campus Master Plan identifies and encourages preservation of historic resources and open space.
The Campus Master Plan should provide for the facility and infrastructure needs of the next decade.
The Campus Master Plan should provide the maximum amount of flexibility in order to best accommodate
future growth and take advantage of unforeseen opportunities.

ENHANCE THE CAMPUS

The Campus Master Plan should create an aesthetic quality appropriate to the campus as a whole and to
specific areas, conserving and improving existing buildings, open spaces, and views on campus, and looking
for opportunities to create additional open spaces.

PROVIDE ACCESSIBILITY

The Campus Master Plan should ensure access to and within the campus, maximizing
non-vehicular travel, emphasizing pedestrian routes for all pedestrians, and promoting the design of
environments to be usable by all people, to the greatest extent possible, without the need for special
arrangements or adaptations.

PROMOTE SAFETY
RESPECT THE ENVIRONMENT

The Campus Master Plan should help create a safe and healthy environment, with personal and workplace
safety considerations integral to planning and design of circulation elements, buildings, and open spaces.
The Campus Master Plan should value the environment and strive to promote the conservation of natural
resources and goals of the Growth Management Act and Shoreline Management Act.

ENCOURAGE EFFICIENCY

The Campus Master Plan should encourage efficiency and economy in University operations, with
advantageous locations for facilities and advantageous adjacencies of uses.

VALUE THE COMMUNITY

The Campus Master Plan should recognize the importance of the surrounding communities and strive to
achieve compatible working relationships with these communities to improve the quality of life and public
benefits for all in the vicinity.
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new open spaces.

Objectives by Element
The Campus Master Plan focuses on three elements: open space,
transportation and circulation, and potential development. The
objectives that follow represent ideas for change. They also embrace
many of the ideas expressed in the University Community Urban
Center Plan (UCUCP, August 1998—see Chapter IX). Decisionmakers should strive to achieve these objectives. Costs and schedulerelated factors will need to be considered in the decision making
process. In some cases, when conflicts occur, there may be a need to
balance these objectives with other factors such as budget, funding,
academic priorities and scheduling. In those cases where factors such
as budget, funding, academic priorities, and scheduling result in a
decision that is not in accord with the goals stated in the Seattle
Campus Master Plan, a full explanation shall be provided for project
reviewers and decisionmakers.
Open Space Objectives
The Campus Master Plan should conserve and enhance existing open
spaces and views to and from campus and look for opportunities to
create additional safe and attractive open spaces.
The Campus Master Plan should:
• designate important open spaces and views on campus
and create policies to ensure their preservation and
maintenance.
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•

identify areas that could become safe and pleasant new
open spaces.

•

propose opportunities to use landscape elements to
strengthen the structure of the campus.

•

identify areas where links between open spaces could be
improved in order to achieve a cohesive and accessible
open space network.

•

incorporate accessibility as an integral part of the design of

•

propose design standards that will increase safety and
comfort in campus open spaces.

•

link the University’s open space and pedestrian circulation
systems into the community and surrounding open space
systems.

•

strengthen visual and physical links to the waterfront.

Transportation and Circulation Objectives
In compliance with the terms of the City-University Agreement, the
Campus Master Plan should ensure access to and within the campus
by all modes of transportation, maximizing non-vehicular travel and
encouraging a safe and pleasant environment for pedestrians and
bicyclists.
The Campus Master Plan should:
• improve the pedestrian experience on campus.
•

increase access for pedestrians and bicyclists, both to and
within the campus.

•

minimize conflicts between pedestrians, bicycles, and
vehicles.

•

improve public transportation with the goal of minimizing
vehicle trips to campus and related parking requirements;
provide safe, convenient access for pedestrians to and from
public transportation.

•

minimize the amount of new parking facilities while still
providing parking for the variety of users on campus,
including the disabled, with the least impact on the
campus and the surrounding street system with particular
care to street systems that are contiguous with residential
neighborhoods.

•

maintain the cap of 12,300 parking stalls.
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•

•

locate, landscape, and screen parking to prevent detracting
from the overall quality of the campus environment while
promoting safety and security.
clearly identify entries into campus and improve signage
around campus.

Development Objectives
Sites should be selected and developed to contribute to the
enhancement of the campus environment without detracting from the
fundamental qualities of the campus.
Each potential site should be developed to:
•

improve the campus environment with high quality
architecture and open space integrated with the building
design.

•

enhance and strengthen its context and the campus as a
whole.

•

be in harmony with the immediate surroundings.

•

facilitate accessibility and pedestrian circulation.

•

accommodate service functions with minimal visual
impact from pedestrian routes and open spaces, without
causing saftey conflicts with pedestrian routes.

•

provide a more environmentally sustainable landscape that
promotes conservation of natural resources and systems.

•

provide an economically feasible and functional project.

•

support greening and sustainability techniques. (see page
23)

Objectives by Campus Area
Distinctive environments comprise the different areas of campus.
These areas include the Central, West, Southwest, South, and East
campuses. Each area is distinguished by varying structures and uses.
The Campus Master Plan recognizes and advances these distinctions
as fundamental to realizing a rich, inspiring, and supportive
environment.
The objectives that follow represent ideas for change. They also
embrace many of the ideas expressed in the University Community
Urban Center Plan (UCUCP, August 1998—see Chapter IX).
Decision-makers should strive to achieve these objectives. Costs
and schedule-related factors will need to be considered in the
decision making process. In some cases, when conflicts occur,
there may be a need to balance these objectives with other factors
such as budget, funding, academic priorities and scheduling. In
those cases where factors such as budget, funding, academic
priorities, and scheduling result in a decision that is not in accord
with the goals stated in the Seattle Campus Master Plan, a full
explanation shall be provided for project reviewers and
decisionmakers.

Hutchinson Hall
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Central Campus
The Central campus is bounded by NE 45th Street, 15th Avenue NE, NE
Pacific Street, and Montlake Boulevard. This area includes two
general types of environments: the historic core and the surrounding
central perimeter.
The Original Core
The original core is formed by significant buildings and important
open spaces including the Liberal Arts Quadrangle, Denny Yard,
Memorial Way, Rainier Vista, Hub Yard, Parrington Lawn, and Central
Plaza.
The historic core framework is based on the Beaux-Arts plan resulting
from the 1906 Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition, integrated with the
1915 Bebb and Gould Plan. This core is contained, except for
extensions of Memorial Way and Rainier Vista, by Stevens Way and
the Burke-Gilman Trail. Conservation of the core with its significant
buildings and open space is a primary goal. Improvements and
additions to open space and pedestrian and service circulation are
proposed where such actions will conserve and reinforce the existing
structure. Development opportunities inside Stevens Way are limited
as described. Generally, the siting of new structures is intended to
complement or improve existing open spaces and relations with
existing buildings.
Specific objectives identified for this core are:
•
•
•
•
•
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Maintain, conserve, and build on the existing historic character.
Protect critical open spaces such as the Quad and Rainier Vista.
Ensure that the character of new and renovated buildings, open
spaces, and additions in the central campus complement the
existing context.
Renew and rehabilitate buildings, infrastructure, open spaces,
and the landscape where needed.
Ensure that the introduction of new activities, structures,
plantings, and elements in the landscape (service, storage, visible
infrastructure, antennas, lighting, signing, bicycle storage, etc.) do
not detract from the quality of the environment.

desired connections
beyond Central Campus

Central Campus Area: Concept

Figure II-3

The Surrounding Central Perimeter
The second type of environment on the Central Campus is the
surrounding central perimeter, most notably the Eastern bluff between
Stevens Way and Montlake Boulevard, the northwestern corner
between NE 45th and NE 43rd, east of 15th NE, the southern portion of
the 15th NE edge and the NE Pacific Street edge. The western segment
of the perimeter will be most impacted in the next ten years by new
development at sites on 15th NE and by the development of the
possible new light rail stations.
Specific objectives identified for the central perimeter are:
•
•
•
•
•

Preserve and enhance important open spaces.
Use new development to strengthen campus form by clearly
defining open spaces and circulation routes.
Improve connections to University-related uses north of 45th,
west of 15th, south across Pacific, and east across Montlake
Boulevard.
Create well-designed connections between the University and
the larger community.
Create more inviting campus edges and entrances.
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West Campus
The West Campus is bounded generally by 15th Avenue NE on the
east, the University Bridge and Roosevelt Way on the west (with some
University properties extending further to the west), NE Pacific Street
on the south, and NE 41st Street on the north. The area abuts the
mixed residential and business area to the north.
Being located in the area of campus with the most development
opportunity, the West Campus may absorb the majority of new
development over the life of the Campus Master Plan. Because this
sector abuts a lower-scale, mixed-use residential business area and
has the strongest physical interrelationship with the surrounding
community, development should be of a different character than
found in the central campus and designed to be reasonably
compatible with the scale of adjacent private development.
Development in the area should avoid an inward focus and care
should be taken that development not turn its back on the
community, especially to those areas to the north of Campus Parkway.
In addition, proposals for street improvements, open space and
development should support the goals of the University and the
University Community Urban Center Plan (UCUCP, August 1998—
see Chapter IX).

desired connections
beyond West Campus

West Campus Area: Concept
Specific objectives for West Campus are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Illustrative Drawing of Campus
Parkway Development Site
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•
•
•

Create new facilities that better define the form of West
Campus, utilizing the grid of existing streets as the structure for
buildings and open space.
Create a mix of uses that best serve the needs of the University
and the surrounding community.
Make better use of the Campus Parkway area by improving traffic
and circulation, the quality of open space, and the image of the
community and the University.
Strengthen connections to the Central and South Campus.
Create more inviting campus edges and entrances.
If the City of Seattle undertakes planning of landscape
improvements for NE Campus Parkway, the University will work
with the City and the community to identify landscape
improvements that will make NE Campus Parkway more
attractive, including a significant upgrading of the environment
along NE Campus Parkway.
Transform surface parking into structured parking.
Improve pedestrian and bicycle facilities and connections.
Contribute to the achievement of the University Community
Urban Center Plan where appropriate.
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Southwest Campus
The Southwest Campus consists of approximately 30 acres bordered
by NE Pacific Street, Portage Bay, and the connection with the South
Campus at the planned Portage Bay Vista.
The University of Washington Southwest Campus Plan was adopted
in 1994 as a supplement to the 1991-2001 General Physical
Development Plan. Elements of this plan have been implemented
and the plan itself has provided the basis for this section of the
Campus Master Plan. The Property Use and Development Agreement
(PUDA) for the Southwest Campus Plan was recently approved by the
City.
The Southwest Campus includes a significant public resource, the
Portage Bay shoreline and Vista. The waterfront currently includes
University facilities leased for private houseboats, private boat
moorages, and one private property, the Jensen Motor Boat Company.
City streets, including a street-end boat launch and a City owned
park, currently provide public access to the waterfront. Maintaining
these uses, maintaining the maritime character of the area, and
meeting University facility needs are major objectives in the

desired connections
beyond Southwest Campus

Southwest Campus Area: Concept

Figure II-7

development of the Southwest Campus. Proposals for street
improvements, open space, and development must support the goals
of the University and the University Community Urban Center Plan
(UCUCP, August 1998—see Chapter IX). In addition, the Car Top
Boat Launch and Portage Bay Vista are required to be completed as
part of the recently approved PUDA.
Specific objectives identified for the Southwest Campus are:
•
•

Illustrative Drawing of Southwest Campus
Shoreline
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Figure II-6

•
•
•
•

Take advantage of the shoreline and reopen views to the water
where possible.
Develop a coherent assemblage of buildings and open spaces.
both as a long range vision and at intermediate stages of
development.
Improve pedestrian routes along the water.
Create additional open spaces.
Complete the Car Top Boat Launch and Portage Bay Vista as
required under the PUDA. (see Chapter III, page 40)
Protect views from Portage Bay Vista.
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South Campus
The South Campus is bordered by Portage Bay on the south, NE
Pacific Street on the north, Montlake Boulevard to the east, and the
west edge of the planned Portage Bay Vista to the west.
This area contains two quite distinct environments. One environment
is the University of Washington Medical Center and the Magnuson
Health Sciences Center between NE Pacific Street and Columbia
Road. The second is south of Columbia Road and contains the
Oceanography and Fisheries buildings as well as the piers along the
waterfront. This area is also defined by the South Campus Center, the
Center on Human Development and Disability, the Experimental
Education Unit, and shoreline open space.
The Medical Center and the Health Sciences Center, like many other
similar facilities on other campuses, have developed as continuous
buildings along an enclosed connector spine. These facilities extend
along NE Pacific Street and Columbia Road. This spine is nearly
complete with the last remaining project at the eastern end and plans
for the cross-disciplinary “life sciences” facilities at the west end
along with the Portage Bay Vista (identified as part of the Southwest
Campus Plan in 1994).
The Portage Bay shoreline is a significant resource for the community
and the University. New development is proposed north of the 200
foot line, tying to the Health Sciences and Medical Center over
Columbia Road. Additional parking is also planned by expanding the
existing S-1 garage at Columbia Road. Any proposals for street
improvements, open space, and development should support the
goals of the University and the University Community Urban Center
Plan (UCUCP, August 1998—see Chapter IX). Accommodating the
greater volumes of pedestrians expected at the possible new Sound
Transit station planned for the southwest corner of NE Pacific Street
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desired connections
beyond South Campus

South Campus Area: Concept

Figure II-8

and 15th Avenue NE is also important.
Specific objectives identified for the South Campus are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Take advantage of the shoreline and views to the water.
If the potential NE Pacific-15th Avenue NE Sound Transit station is
constructed, improve access to it.
Improve pedestrian routes along the water.
Provide better connections between the South and Central
Campuses over NE Pacific.
Protect the views from Rainier Vista.
Create additional open spaces.
Accommodate pedestrian traffic between the potential new
Sound Transit Station and the Central and South Campuses.
Improve pedestrian access through the Medical Center and
Health Sciences complex to the water when consistent with
security and safety of patients, students, faculty and staff.
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East Campus
The East Campus is bounded by Montlake Boulevard on the west, the
Lake Washington Ship Canal to the south, NE 45th Street to the north,
and Union Bay to the east. In the northeast corner, the East Campus
includes Laurel Bay Village, University housing, the corporation
yards, and the Center for Urban Horticulture and Union Bay Natural
Area (UBNA) and attendant shorelines.
Montlake Boulevard separates the East Campus from the campus
core. A heavily used state arterial, Montlake Boulevard, connects
northeast Seattle to Interstate 5 and the SR 520 floating bridge.
Three pedestrian bridges form limited and defined connections to the
East Campus from the academic core. These bridges are used by
visitors, the community, students, staff, and faculty traveling to and
from the recreational and athletic facilities, parking area E-1, or
residential areas to the east. The Burke-Gilman Trail parallels the
west side of Montlake and is used by many bicyclists and pedestrians
coming to the East Campus. University Village lies directly north of
NE 45th Street.
Much of the East Campus lies over peat and landfill and is not well
suited to development. Athletic fields and other recreational uses
have been developed on the landfill areas, as well as parking lots E-1
and E-5. A large portion of the landfill is undeveloped and known as
the East Campus Union Bay Natural Area (UBNA). Much of the
UBNA and eastern shoreline are environmentally sensitive areas with
wetlands and a riparian corridor. The Union Bay Natural Area
Interpretive Master Plan (July 1999) directs the management of these
areas. This Campus Master Plan supports the management
requirements identified in the Union Bay Plan.
The areas with more stable soils have been developed with largescale, sports-oriented buildings including the Intramural Activities
Building (IMA), Hec Edmundson Pavilion, the Nordstrom Tennis
Center, Indoor Practice Facility, and Husky Stadium. These buildings
draw thousands of users from the Central Campus on a daily basis.
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desired connections
beyond East Campus

East Campus Area: Concept

Figure II-9

Major event days attract large numbers of people and vehicles.
In the eastern portion of the East Campus there are a variety of
facilities. Two corporation storage yards and a chemical waste
packaging facility are located off of Clark Road. The Ceramic Metal
Arts facilities are on Mary Gates Memorial Drive, and the Center for
Urban Horticulture is located off NE 41st Street.
University Hospital is just west of the East Campus near the Ship
Canal. Parking lots E-11 and E-12 primarily serve the hospital and
are some of the most highly demanded parking areas on campus.
The East Campus is the University’s edge on Lake Washington. The
Waterfront Activities Center and the Canoe House offer recreational
opportunities to both the University community and the public and
the Conibear Shellhouse provides waterfront access for the Husky
crew team. Most of the remaining water edge is undeveloped, and is
likely to remain so due to sensitive environmental characteristics and
shoreline regulations and desire to conserve its natural state.
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The East Campus is a highly visible area. Vehicles traveling on
both Montlake Boulevard and NE 45th Street have views across the
UBNA, the lake, and the Cascade mountains. The public nature of
Husky Stadium and Hec Edmundson Pavilion make the East
Campus a strong link between the University and the larger
community. The Husky Stadium stands are visible landmarks not
only from the nearby vicinity, but are easily seen by those driving
across the lake on SR #520 or from Interstate 5.
Specific objectives identified for the East Campus are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Preserve and enhance natural areas.
Respect environmental conditions including shoreline areas,
wetlands, wildlife habitats, riparian corridors, and areas with
unstable soils.
Take best advantage of the natural setting, especially the
waterfront and the views of the mountains and water.
Use landscape elements to strengthen the framework of the area
by making routes between uses and the relationship between uses
visible and understandable.
Reinforce the East Campus as a cohesive set of uses joined by
pleasant pedestrian and bicycle connections.
Facilitate pedestrian access to shoreline and wetlands without
deteriorating the natural environment.
Recognize the high visibility of this sector and provide
quality design.
Improve landscaping and pedestrian access to and around
parking facilities and recreation/sports facilities.
Improve connections from the East Campus to the Central
Campus.
Improve connections from the East Campus to the shoreline.
Improve elements of safety along Wahkiakum Lane.
Coordinate with the Seattle Shoreline Management Master
Program.
The remaining E-5 parking lot may be removed during the life
of this plan, if parking utilization statistics indicate this lot is
no longer required to meet peak weekday demand. New
plantings will be established following the elimination of
parking.
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