
Frequently Asked Questions 

What change is being made? 

In animal facilities that required changing into DCM provided scrubs before entry, you now have the 

option to instead wear DCM provided lab coats over your street clothes in order to enter the animal 

facility.   

 

Can I wear my own lab coat into the animal facility? 

No.  You must wear the DCM provided lab coat.  These lab coats will be available at the entrances of 

animal facilities, and a soiled laundry basket will be at the exits for you to put the lab coat in when you 

leave.   

 

If I want to wear scrubs instead, can I? 

Yes.  You may instead wear DCM provided scrubs as before if you prefer.  If you have any concern 

regarding the sizes of scrubs available, please contact your facility manager and they will work with our 

new vendor. 

 

Will animal technicians still wear scrubs? 

Yes. 

 

If I’m wearing a lab coat, should I still wear disposable sleeves when working with rodents? 

If you will be working on more than one side of the rodent rack, or with more than one group of 

rodents, yes, please wear disposable sleeves. 

 

What do I wear inside the ABSL2 or 2+ rooms if I’m wearing a lab coat? 

Please take off your re-usable lab coat and switch to a disposable lab coat in these areas.  When exit the 

ABSL2 or 2+ area, throw away the disposable lab coat and put on the re-usable lab coat. 

 

Should I keep my lab coat in my locker? 

No.  Lab coats should only be used for one day and then put in the laundry.  In some places, there will be 

hooks to put them on if you will be stepping out of the animal facility and then returning shortly.  

Otherwise, please put them in the laundry. As a reminder, you may not wear them outside the animal 

facilities. 

 



Can I take/wear the lab coats out of the animal facility? 

No. 

 

Why do we wear scrubs?   

The primary reason is to eliminate the transfer of animal allergens to non-animal areas.  Lab coats will 

also help with this, although they will probably not be as efficient as scrubs. 

 

What about rodent pathogens?   

Rodent pathogens mostly come from other mice.  Since our campus is essentially all one health status 

(except for a few rooms), we expect no change in rodent pathogen status.  Good technique is the most 

powerful way to prevent unwanted microbes which includes following proper hood procedures, 

changing gloves frequently, decontaminating your work surfaces, and only exposing rodents to 

decontaminated/sterile materials. 

 

Why are we making this change? 

Primarily we are making this change to make it easier for researchers to enter and exit the animal 

facilities.  It may also slightly reduce costs, although that will depend on if researchers enter the facility 

more often. 

 

What about large animal areas? 

You may wear these re-usable lab coats or scrubs.  It is up to you.  There are certain areas where 

additional PPE may be required.  Look at the door signs carefully if you are unsure. 

 

What do these lab coats look like? 

They have knit cuffs and are shorter (reaching the hips on most people) than the average lab coat worn 

in labs.  



 


