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After many years of declining state support, lawmakers made a substantial reinvestment 

in higher education in the 2013-2015 state operating budget. This reinvestment in  

higher education will allow the University to provide more affordable tuition rates  

for Washington’s students and their families without compromising on the quality of  

a UW education.

Major investments in the 2013-2015 state biennial budget include:

UW budget history

Over the past 20 years, state investment in higher education waned. During the Great Recession, that downward trend 

quickly accelerated as the state Legislature confronted several years of large deficits. The reason tuition has increased 

so drastically is to replace state funding cuts. Twenty years ago, the state funded 80% of a student’s education, and 

student tuition covered 20%. Today, the reverse is true. Even though total per student funding at the UW has stayed 

relatively constant over 20 years, the state now funds 31% of a student’s education and student tuition covers 69%.

to support important new research initiatives around clean energy and  
the environment.

$40
MILLION

$9
MILLION

$8
MILLION

in additional state funding to freeze resident undergraduate tuition rates.  
This will be the first time resident undergraduate tuition has not gone up 
in over two decades. 

to expand access to critical engineering and computer science programs for  
qualified UW students. There are currently 25,000 high tech jobs open but  
unfilled in Washington due to a lack of qualified workers.  

Resident Undergraduate Tuition
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As the chart below illustrates, with new state reinvestment, tuition rates are now  

beginning to stabilize and this funding relationship has officially begun to reverse. 

With the higher education investment in the 2013-2015 state budget, per student funding at the UW will be higher 

than it was the previous year. However, per student funding rates still remain well below pre-recession levels.
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How much will it cost to go to the UW next year?

In the 2013-2015 budget, the state Legislature froze resident undergraduate tuition levels at the state’s 
six public baccalaureate institutions, including the University of Washington. The only increase resident  
undergraduate students will see is a $14 increase in student-approved fees.  

The following table reflects the tuition freeze for resident undergraduates in 2013-2014 and provides  
an estimate of mandatory fees.

Peer comparisons

With no increase in tuition next year for resident undergraduate students, the University of Washington’s  
2013-2014 rates are expected to be at or below the average of its peer institutions, which include:

University of California, Davis

University of California, Irvine

University of California, Los Angeles

University of California, San Diego

University of Colorado, Boulder

University of Connecticut

University of Maryland

University of Massachusetts

Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey

University of Virginia

UW resident undergraduate tuition rate includes: State Operating Fee and State Building Fee

UW undergraduate mandatory fees include: Student and Activity Fee, IMA, Facilities Renovation Fee, Technology Fee, U-PASS Fee
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