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On the cover 
The beautifully appointed aft deck and swim platform aboard CHIN CHIN,  
a 2007 Vicem 58 Flybridge now available from Worth Avenue Yachts.  
See the Broker’s Best feature on pages 40-41 for more details.  
PHOTO BY PETER LYONS (PETERLYONSPHOTO.COM)
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 I grew up on farm. 
Well, not really a 
“farm farm,” but we 
had a horse, some 
ducks and chickens, a 
goat or two, and some 
llamas. Our home was 
near Martha Lake, 
which is just 20 miles 
north of downtown 
Seattle. Today, the 

area is considered a suburb of Seatt le, but 
back then, with pastures and animals running 
about, it was the deep country in our minds. 
 My Mom felt strongly that all her ani-
mals should have water to play in and she 
always had a kiddy pool set up just for the 
animals. When my Dad suggested we get 
a boat (so we could play, too), I remember 
that she wasn’t too keen on the idea at fi rst. 
With two adults and four kids, where were 
the goats supposed to sit?
 We eventually got the boat. Though the 
farm animals weren’t invited, my Mom even-
tually came around and she enjoyed the time 
on the water a lot. During the past couple of 
crazy and downright tumultuous months, 
I’ve been thinking a lot about the farm, my 
family, the long summer days when we kids 
would leave the house in the morning and 
hear our Mom saying, “Be home before din-
ner!” as the screen door quickly slammed 
shut behind us. 
 Those were the days. Fast forward 40-
plus years and here we are. Mask wearing, 
sanitizer carrying communities with a new 
layer of angst due to a systemic imbalance 
of social equality that permeates all corners 
of the globe. When we kids would bicker or 
we were upset about something, my Mom 
would often say, “Treat each other how you 
want to be treated,” and that generally did 
the trick; whatever the circumstance. 

 Many of us have been through the ringer 
in recent months, carrying on as best we can 
in a whirlpool of social unrest and tension. 
Our kids have participated in virtual gradu-
ation ceremonies. The Pacifi c Northwest’s 
best summer rendezvous and sailboat racing 
events, like Race Week, are cancelled. We’ve 
missed our friends and hanging out on our 
boats. Yet, July has arrived and fi nding some 
water to play in (whether on a SUP board, 
kayak, canoe, luxury yacht, sail, fi shing or ski 
boat) is as important as an ice cube in your 
sweet tea. 
 To inspire your water pursuits, you’ll 
fi nd that there is something for everyone 
inside these pages. You’ll read about North-
west Yachting columnist Margaret Pommert, 
who was recently awarded the 2020 Boat 
US National Women’s Sailing Association 
Leadership in Women's Sailing Award for 
excellence in enriching the lives of women 
(pages 22 & 51). Margaret is an inspiration 
for all women in the marine industry who 
strive to make inroads in equality. We’ll also 
take you into the world of Virtual Regatt a, 
a sailboat racing program (as featured on 
this month’s cover and on page 54) that has 
some of the area’s most competitive sailors 
engaged and inspired. Missy Gervais shares 
a feature about medical evacuation insur-
ance and other emergency considerations 
to think about when cruising (page 60) and 
we introduce you to the Cantius 46 and the 
Melges 15 in our New Arrivals section (page 
34) and so much more.
 Now is a really good time to spend time 
with your quarantine family or a couple of 
your close friends and play on the water while 
the days are long and the breeze is warm. And 
while you’re out there, treat others as you’d 
like to be treated, and remember to be home 
before dinner!

 —Schelleen Rathkopf

Schelleen Rathkopf
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Sailboat racing was partially 
restored in mid-June as 
Anacortes Yacht Club hosted 
23 boats for the Windermere 
Regatta. Social distancing was 
observed as the boats 
participating were single-
handed, double-handed or 
with fi ve or fewer crew. The 
fl eet seen here makes their way 
upwind during one of seven 
races o ered over the 2-day 
event. (Photo: Arden Rathkopf)
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AT THE HELM
[ EDITOR’S LETTER ]

Liquid Assets
So much of Seattle’s identity is tied to the water, isn’t it? Just saying the name of our hometown calls to 

mind visions of ferry boats cruising Elliott Bay towards the towering city skyline and waterfront piers; 

Pike Place Market vendors tossing freshly caught fish; colorful seaplanes ramping up to take-off speed 

on Lake Union; or, coxswains yelling commands to the crews rowing their way up the Montlake Cut. 

    It’s that final image that takes focus for us this month as we look inside a building rich in rowing lore 

and that, for many, is as “Seattle” as it gets: The 103-year-old ASUW Shell House. Some will recognize 

this unique facility from The Boys in the Boat, Daniel James Brown’s 2013 book that chronicled the 1936 

crew that won gold at the Berlin Olympics; others will recall it was where the legendary George Pocock 

crafted his wooden racing shells; or, to many boaters, it’s a longstanding landmark spotted en route to 

Lake Washington. 

    For the past several decades, it’s fallen into disuse, a fate that some inspiring individuals are now trying 

to reverse. Beginning on page 50, we introduce you to The Next 100 campaign and the University of 

Washington’s dreams to not only preserve this special piece of Seattle’s past, but to fully restore it and 

welcome the community back inside once again.

    Also looking to the water, but in a different way, is the duo behind Oregon’s own Guzzle H20 that  

you’ll meet on pages 58-61. This pair of friends created easier-to-use, mobile water purification  

systems for boaters and other outdoor enthusiasts after witnessing wasteful use of one-time plastic  

bottles during sailing events. Now, their innovative lineup of products is helping to keep the need for plastic 

at bay (and can even save you the time and effort it takes to lug water onboard every time you cast off). 

    Also waiting for you in this issue: Summery spice rubs to stock in your galley (page 32), details on  

the super speedy new 53 Series from MJM Yachts (page 38), and Mark Yuasa’s advice on taking  

advantage of this month’s (much anticipated) pink salmon run (page 62). Plus, there’s a keepsake worthy 

illustration from our friend Tavis Coburn that nods to the hopefully bright future of our iconic waterways 

and the Shell House (page 23).

To the water we go,

Kate Calamusa
Editor

Say hi: kate@nwyachting.com

FOLLOW US ONLINE, AND ON SOCIAL:
   Visit our new website at: nwyachting.com

          facebook.com/NorthwestYachting

          instagram.com/northwestyachting
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MAKING WAVES
[ NAUTICAL NEWS + NOTES ]

ILLUSTRATION BY TAVIS COBURN

The Days of Future Past
Inspired by the campaign to restore the ASUW Shell House located on the Montlake Cut,  
illustrator Tavis Coburn paints a picture that pays  homage to the building’s rich rowing history,  
while looking towards a bright future for this iconic site. For more on the efforts to preserve  
this local treasure, see the full feature beginning on page 50.  

Five years in the making, the all-new Apollonian 52 is here. Developed by 
renowned naval architect Howard Apollonio in conjunction with yacht sales 
expert Vic Parcells, this modern raised pilothouse motoryacht needs to be 
seen to be fully appreciated. 

First in the series to arrive, the Apollonian 52 delivers quality craftsmanship, 
advanced construction, and abundant accommodations in a new boat priced 
to compete. Designed and built as a production boat from the start, these 
boats were never marketed until the fi rst fi nished boat arrived. That boat sold 
quickly, and our new Dealer Demo boat has just arrived at our dock.

Schedule your appointment today to see why everyone is talking about 
Apollonian Yachts. Once onboard you will discover how the new 
Apollonian 52 delivers exceptional quality, comfort, and value. 
Seeing is believing! 

The dealer demo boat is turn-key and can be purchased for immediate 
delivery. Introductory pricing is also available for in-progress boats currently 
under construction or on select build slots. Your new Apollonian 52 can be 
delivered to any home port worldwide.

Call today to view our in-stock 
dealer demo boat!

CONTACT:
Vic Parcells - (206) 229-3134 - vparcells@apoyachts.com

Co-brokerage & dealer inquiries welcome

Seeing is Believing

Video, 3-D tour, photos, specifi cations, and more at WWW.APOYACHTS.COM@apoyachts

CUMMINS POWER

Finally... a new, high quality production 
cruiser built for North America
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BY KATE CALAMUSA

The ASUW Shell House circa 1947, 
complemented by the original plan elevation 
drawings from its 1918 construction. 

SHELL HOUSE PHOTO COURTESY OF  
ASUW SHELL HOUSE ARCHIVES; PLANS 
COURTESY OF UW SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
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    Tucked along the lapping shores of the Montlake Cut on the edges of the UW  
in Seattle, the World War I hangar was originally built in 1918 by the U.S. Navy.  
Its purpose was to store seaplanes and act as a training ground for budding 
aviators, but the Great War ended before it was fully used. The building was turned 
over to the University of Washington in 1919, and given its proximity to the water, 
the college’s rowing teams adopted it as their home base. 
    Over the next hundred years, the sight of the UW crew making their way up the 
Cut, stroke by precious stroke, would become as synonymous with the city of  
Seattle as the Space Needle, Mount Rainier, and both Union and Washington lakes.
    “The spirit of this place is incredible,” says Nicole Klein, the capital campaign 
manager for the University of Washington’s The Next 100 Years initiative now 
leading the charge for restoration. “The sounds and smells here give you an 
immediate sense of place. You can hear the seaplanes flying over, boats idling by, 
geese honking, a coxswain yelling commands on the Cut... There’s this smell of  
lingering sweat, the bright sunlight streaming through windows, an almost  
palpable presence of history.”
    That history is long and rich. The Shell House played an integral role in the story 
of that 1936 team that ultimately won gold—it was the place where they built  
camaraderie and confidence under the tutelage of coach Al Ulbrickson.  
The upper loft is the stuff of legends, a sparse space once filled with the smell of 
wood shavings as George Pocock labored away on his renowned wooden racing 
shells crafted from Northwest-felled timber. From here, Pocock built a racing 
dynasty, his shells dominating consecutive Olympics to garner 21 gold medals 
from 1920 to 1964 (wooden shells were replaced by fiberglass ones starting with 
the ‘68 Olympics). Yet another UW crew rowed from here and won gold in the 
1948 Games. It was also the original home to the Lake Washington Rowing Club 
(LWRC), whose illustrious women’s team won the first-ever National Women’s 
Rowing Association Championship in 1966, and then again in 1969. 
    But, during the early ‘80s, the building fell into disuse. The crew and Pocock 
had moved to the new Coniber Shellhouse at the far north end of Union Bay near 
Husky Stadium in 1949. It then spent 30 plus years known as “The Canoe House,” 
hosting the LWRC. A family even lived upstairs for a while, renting out vessels 

JUST TWELVE SHORT PAGES INTO DANIEL JAMES 
BROWN’S #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING BOOK  
THE BOYS IN THE BOAT, WHICH CHRONICLES THE  
REAL-LIFE STORY OF NINE MEMBERS OF THE UNIVERSITY 
OF WASHINGTON MEN’S CREW AND THEIR INSPIRING 
QUEST FOR GOLD AT THE 1936 BERLIN OLYMPICS,  
READERS ARE INTRODUCED TO THE TENTH CHARACTER 
IN THE TALE. THIS ALL-IMPORTANT SUPPORTING  
CAST MEMBER IS NOT A PERSON, BUT RATHER A  
BUILDING—THE ASUW SHELL HOUSE, HOME TO THOSE  
NOW-FAMOUS BOYS AND THE COLLEGIATE CREWS THAT 
CAME AFTER THEM AND THE WORKSHOP FOR FAMED 
RACING SHELL BUILDER GEORGE Y. POCOCK. NOT TO  
BE LOST IN THE PAST, THE SHELL HOUSE IS NOW  
INSPIRING A GRASSROOTS MOVEMENT TO PRESERVE 
AND REJUVENATE THE HISTORIC SITE SO IT CAN BE  
ENJOYED FOR GENERATIONS TO COME.  

The Navy originally built the  
hangar to house seaplanes and  
act as a training ground for  
aviators, as seen here.

PHOTO COURTESY OF  
MOHAI, PEMCO WEBSTER &  
STEVENS COLLECTION
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“PERHAPS THE SEEDS OF REDEMPTION LAY NOT JUST IN PERSEVERANCE, HARD WORK,  
AND RUGGED INDIVIDUALISM. PERHAPS THEY LAY IN SOMETHING MORE FUNDAMENTAL 

—THE SIMPLE NOTION OF EVERYONE PITCHING IN AND PULLING TOGETHER.” 
              -DANIEL JAMES BROWN, THE BOYS IN THE BOAT

 
for students to venture out on the Cut. In 1976, the Waterfront Activities Center 
opened and vessel rental activity was headquartered there, and the Shell House 
was relegated to boat storage. 
    Dust gathered, the doors were rolled shut. The distinct frontage became a  
familiar landmark to yachters cruising past to tailgate at football games, a quiet 
giant that overlooked the kayakers and canoeists paddling by. Even after an era 
sitting at slumber, the Shell House today still closely resembles the iteration that 
Joe Rantz, the primary subject in The Boys in the Boat, first laid eyes on during  
the inaugural day of tryouts in 1933; the weathered, shingle-clad exterior walls 
pitch inward as they rise, drawing the eye up to the unique gambrel-style roof.  
At water level, two enormous sliding doors, the upper halves adorned with 
massive windows, open to reveal an interior defined by soaring wooden beams 
and sun-dappled concrete floors. In ‘33, a wide wooden ramp ran down from the 
doorway to a launch dock for the shells; nowadays a much narrower path leads 
directly into the Cut.
    When The Boys in the Boat book debuted in 2013, it was a sensation. The rights 
were quickly optioned for a movie, drawing national and international attention to 
the Shell House, and bringing fans to Seattle (these eager tourists even inspired 
a local The Boys in the Boat tour). That all prompted discussions amongst UW 
staffers, with then-new Recreation Director Matt Newman asking: Why wasn’t  
this historic building being better utilized, both by the university and by the  
community at large? 
    Thus was born The Next 100 Years campaign, the $13 million initiative to restore 
the historic hangar. Klein, who had been involved in fundraising at UW since 
2006, came onboard the project in 2017. She has spent the past four years  
working towards building the plan for the future and raising the funds that would 
allow UW to create what they envision would be a flexible, multi-use space; one 
used for special events and gatherings, but also that acts as a “welcome mat” and 
historical cultural center for the public to come, learn, and reflect. “It will truly be 
the ‘front dock’ to the UW campus–greeting students, and welcoming the public  
to experience our rich and complex waterfront history,” states the  
campaign’s website.
    In 2018, the building was granted historical landmark status by the city as it 
celebrated its centennial birthday. The team has since worked with design firm 
SHKS Architects on the initial feasibility studies and renderings, with both parties 
working towards preserving what makes the facility so special already. “The goal 
of the restoration is to preserve the magic, the patina, and the authenticity of the 
building as it is,” Klein explains. 
    The plans include restoring the historic Pocock loft, dedicating that and other  
additional space to the display of historic boats and informative exhibits on the 
local military, aviation, rowing, and sailing stories the building holds dear. They 
expect to draw in first-time Seattle tourists, curious locals, prospective and current 
students, fans of the book and the future movie, and even draw from the many 
Pocock aficionados found in this rowing-savvy region. (Look no further than Port 

“PERHAPS THE SEEDS OF REDEMPTION LAY NOT JUST IN PERSEVERANCE, HARD 
WORK, AND RUGGED INDIVIDUALISM. PERHAPS THEY LAY IN SOMETHING  
MORE FUNDAMENTAL—THE SIMPLE NOTION OF EVERYONE PITCHING IN AND 
PULLING TOGETHER.” - DANIEL JAMES BROWN, THE BOYS IN THE BOAT

 

THIS PAGE: An early Pocock  
racing shell from 1920. OPPOSITE:  

The 1936 eight-man University of  
Washington crew that won gold in Berlin.

 SHELL PHOTO COURTESY OF ASUW  
SHELL HOUSE ARCHIVES; 1936 TEAM  

IMAGE COURTESY OF THE SEATTLE  
POST-INTELLIGENCER & MOHAI
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Townsend’s Rat Island Rowing & Sculling Club, a group of 
purists that rows almost exclusively on the antique Pocock 
creations that have found their way to the clubhouse.)
    Other key features will include a café; a classroom for 
student use and lectures; gift shop; and an expansive open 
events space available for rental. The signature sliding doors 
will be restored to full working order, rolling open to create 
outdoor access across a stunning 65-foot-long expanse 
open to the water.
    After a pandemic lull that prompted the halt of the popular 
tours and with the much-anticipated movie mired in produc-
tion delays and changing of hands, it seems as if the project 
is poised to gain a stroke or two here shortly. After being 
recently acquired themselves by hometown Amazon, MGM 
Studios now controls the movie rights and the script. And, 
none other than A-list star George Clooney is set  
to direct the feature film with his production company  
Smokehouse Pictures alongside producer Grant  
Heslov. (The film release date was TBD at press time,  
but is expected to start filming next April.) 
    But there’s much work left to be done: The campaign is well 
shy of the $10 million needed to start construction, and that 
goal needs to be fully funded by next June in order to  
move forward.

    Klein points to a story woven into the very fabric of the Shell 
House story as a source of optimism. In 1936, the UW boys 
were complete underdogs in Berlin. It was an Olympics that, 
much like the one currently occurring in Tokyo, was fraught 
with anticipation, not caused by a pandemic-related pause 
as now, but by burgeoning tensions in Europe due to the rise 
of the Nazi party in Germany. For Hitler, the Games were 
supposed to be a show of German strength and superiority, 
and the young, scrappy Americans had no place in the plan. 
The boys rowed through a political firestorm, drawing the 
far outside lane for the race, balking at the start after missing 
the flag drop, and even powering through stroke Don Hume 
almost passing out during the leg. “And yet, they prevailed,” 
Klein says with a smile. 
     Back in 2013, it was much ballyhooed that the book saved 
the building, but in 2021, Klein now hopes it will be the 
community that rallies around the cause to restore it. “This 
building has a heartbeat, a soul, and layers and layers of story 
to it,” Klein concludes. “And it’s a heart that deserves to keep 
beating, for the university, for the city, and for all of us.” 

For more information on the ASUW Shell House,  
or to give to The Next 100 Years Campaign,  
visit asuwshellhouse.uw.edu.

THIS PAGE: Clockwise from top, coaching the  
boys from the launch; a feature on George Y.  

Pocock appeared in The Seattle Times in February, 
1937; taking a dip in the Cut circa 1930;  

and, at work in the Pocock loft. OPPOSITE:  
A post-renovation rendering from SHKS Architects– 

and a vision for the future of the Shell House.

COACHES LAUNCH AND POCOCK AT WORK IMAGES 
COURTESY OF ASUW SHELL HOUSE ARCHIVES; 1930 

PHOTO FROM RONALD K. EDGE COLLECTION;  
NEWSPAPER FEATURE COURTESY OF THE SEATTLE 

TIMES(FEBRUARY 28, 1937); RENDERING BY SHKS  
ARCHITECTS (2018) AND COURTESY  

OF UW RECREATION



“JUST AS A SKILLED RIDER IS SAID 
TO BECOME PART OF HIS HORSE,  

THE SKILLED OARSMEN MUST BECOME  
A PART OF HIS BOAT.”   

 - G E O RG E  Y E O M A N  P O CO C K

82

Today, antique racing shells are all that sit inside 
the storied ASUW Shell House; see page 50  
for more on the current effort to bring this site  
of Seattle history back to life.

PHOTO BY BLUE SKY PHOTOGRAPHY
 

BON VOYAGE




