University of Washington
Faculty Council on Academic Standards
June 8th, 2018
1:30pm – 3:00pm
Gerberding 142
Meeting Synopsis:
1. Call to order
2. Review of the minutes from May 25th, 2018
3. Chair’s report
4. Div. Dean Mike Shapiro on Language Instruction
5. SCAP Report
6. Pre-Health “Track” Options
7. Update on Syllabus Best Practices
8. Good of the order
9. Adjourn
____________________________________________________________________________________
1)

Call to order

The meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m.
2)

Review of the minutes from May 25th, 2018

The minutes from May 25th, 2018 were approved as written.
3)

Chair’s report

Stroup revisited the UW student course evaluations discussion from the last meeting, noting that several
other Faculty Councils have now expressed interest in the topic, including the Faculty Council on Women
in Academia, Faculty Council on Multicultural Affairs, and Faculty Council on Teaching & Learning. It was
clarified that UW schools, colleges, and departments are able to customize their student evaluation
forms in order to collect more useful data, and that bolstering awareness of this fact will be a goal going
forward.
It was noted the Areas of Knowledge FCAS project, which involves creating descriptions for each Area of
Knowledge category, is ongoing. Curriculum body leads on the UW Tacoma and UW Bothell campuses
will be asked to vet the descriptions.
There was some discussion of the potential for strike of academic student employees (ASE). Though a
worker’s strike was ultimately averted, members made note of various ways the university did not
sufficiently plan for a strike, including a lack of provided mechanisms for cancelling and rescheduling
exams, and for grading in the absence of graduate student teaching assistants.
Stroup explained Integrated Social Sciences (ISS) – a fee-based online bachelor’s degree completion
program in the College of Arts and Sciences – submitted a truncated summary of its third-year self1

assessment as requested (full report formerly submitted to FCAS March 9, 2018) (Exhibit 1). After brief
discussion, a motion was made for FCAS to accept the report. The motion was approved by majority
vote.
4)

Div. Dean Mike Shapiro on Language Instruction

Mike Shapiro (Divisional Dean of the Humanities, College of Arts and Sciences) was present to discuss a
change in general education requirements for the College of Education to drop the graduation
requirement of a foreign language through the 3rd quarter for each of the College’s undergraduate
programs.
Discussion
Shapiro noted he would like to weigh in on the discussion of foreign language study at the UW. Having
been faculty at the UW for five decades, as well as former chair of Asian Languages and Literature, he
noted he has been deeply involved in language studies during his career.
It was clarified the UW’s foreign language admission requirement is two high school years or two college
quarters. In relation to credit equivalencies, one year of foreign language instruction at the high school
level generally translates to one quarter at the UW. Shapiro noted there are four skills generally
emphasized in foreign language instruction: reading, writing, speaking, and comprehension. The College
of Arts and Sciences, the School of Social Work, and the College of Education require foreign language
instruction beyond what is necessary for admission to the university.
Several benefits relating to foreign language acquisition were emphasized, notably an increase in
cultural competency and sensitivity. It was noted foreign language study in higher education has shown
signs of deteriorating both domestically and internationally in recent years. Online language instruction
has become increasingly popular/attractive, though data shows regular day-to-day (in-person)
interaction is a more effective method for learning foreign language. A member noted related data
shows that students who want to take foreign language courses often experience difficulty scheduling
those courses because of the high frequency of regular weekly sessions. A member expressed that the
diminution of language study requirements at the college-level also impacts K-12 language programs.
Ballinger (president’s designee) reminded the council that in the recent past there was an explicit
request that a formal description of the statement of purpose for having UW students study
international languages be developed. This statement of purpose was never taken on as an FCAS
initiative, and notably still does not exist at the university.
Conclusion
Shapiro asked that foreign language instruction be deliberated in FCAS in the future. A member
commented that the diminution of foreign language requirements at the UW represents a weakening of
academic standards. Stroup reiterated that FCAS would deliberate after more time had been provided
to members to consider the important issue.
Shapiro was thanked for presenting, and he left the meeting.
5)

SCAP Report
2

Routine Business
#1 – Nursing
#2 – Nursing
The requests are for revised admission and program requirements for the Bachelor of Science degrees
(traditional BSN and Accelerated BSN) in Nursing. Following the change, the accelerated program (ABSN)
will require 79 credits, while the traditional program’s credit requirement is not changed (91 credits).
The requests were approved by majority vote.
Non-routine Business
#1 – Education
The request is for revised program requirements for the Bachelor of Arts degree in Early Care and
Education, the Bachelor of Arts degree in Early Childhood and Family Studies, and Bachelor of Arts
degree in Education, Communities, and Organizations. The College is proposing to drop the graduation
requirement of a foreign language through the 3rd quarter for each of its undergraduate programs. It
was noted the request dovetails with the formerly deliberated agenda item on foreign language
instruction.
A member made a motion to table the request. The request was tabled via majority vote.
#2 – Asian Languages and Literature
The request is for a new minor in Indonesian Language and Culture.
The request was approved by majority vote.
#3 – Biology
The request is for revised program requirements for the Bachelor of Arts degree in Biology.
The request was approved by majority vote.
#4 – Nutritional Sciences
The request is for a new undergraduate major in in Food Systems, Nutrition, and Health.
The request was approved by majority vote.
#5 – Public Health
The request is for a new option in Global Health within the Bachelor of Arts degree in Public health.
The request was approved by majority vote.
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#6 – Public health
The request is to change the name of the program from Public Health to “Public Health-Global Health.”
The request was approved by majority vote.
#7 – Real Estate
The request is for a new minor in Real Estate.
The request was approved by majority vote.
#8 – Asian Languages and Literature
The request is for revised program requirements for the Bachelor of Arts degree in Korean.
It was noted SCAP forwarded the proposal to FCAS with the recommendation that the Department
consider offering graded courses instead of independent study as alternative for the study-abroad
requirement. There was some discussion and members agreed graded courses should be offered in lieu
of independent study.
A member made a motion to reject the proposal. The request was rejected by majority vote.
#9 – Computational Finance and Risk Management
The request is for a new minor in Computational Finance.
The request was approved by majority vote.
#10 – Neurobiology
The request is for change of name from Neurobiology to “Neuroscience.” The Department received signoff from the Department of Psychology and the Department of Biology.
The request was approved by majority vote.
#11 – Social Work
The request is for revised admission requirements for the Bachelor of Arts degree in Social Welfare.
The department is proposing revised admission requirements, terminating its early admission pathways,
and proposing to remove Economics and Human Biology from program prerequisites.
The request was approved by majority vote.
6)

Pre-Health “Track” Options
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It was noted there has been attempts to capture a “pre-health track” at the UW by several different
avenues in the recent past. A draft minor was developed, but the credit load came out to 78 credits and
ultimately was deemed too large per the FCAS Policy Pertaining to Minors (25-35 credits). An option was
also considered, but both ideas ran up against constraints and were subsequently dropped.
Stroup noted there is an idea for recommended “pre-health courses” to exist in a published UW
document. Miller commented that a pre-health degree audit could be developed via the DARS program,
in response.
It was noted there has been attempts to capture a “pre-health track” at the UW by several different
avenues in the recent past
7)

Update on Syllabus Best Practices

A draft of the FCAS Syllabus Best Practices was presented (Exhibit 1). Members were asked to review the
document and recommend addition of any content they feel should be included. Janice DeCosmo was
noted as the contact for the project.
8)

Good of the order

Navid Azodi (ASUW) was thanked for being a productive student partner in the council’s work.
9)

Adjourn

The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 p.m.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Minutes by Joey Burgess, jmbg@uw.edu, council support analyst
Present:

Faculty: Sarah Stroup (Arts & Sciences) (chair), Dan Ratner (Engineering), Phil
Brock (Arts & Sciences), Lynn Dietrich (Education), Mike Lockwood (Naval
ROTC), John Sahr (Engineering), Radhika Govindrajan (Arts & Sciences)
Ex-officio reps: Robin Neal, Meera Roy, Jennifer Payne, Navid Azodi, Louie Tan
Vital
President’s designee: Philip Ballinger
Guests: Emily Leggio, Tina Miller, Robert Corbett, Janice DeCosmo, Helen
Garrett

Absent:

Faculty: Ann Huppert (Built Environments), Daniel Enquobahrie (Public Health),
Champak Chatterjee (Arts & Sciences), D. Shores (Business), Zhi Lin (Arts &
Sciences)
Ex-officio reps: Conor Casey, Robin Neal

Exhibits
Exhibit 1 – FCAS Syllabus Best Practices_draft.pdf
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