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UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON 
FACULTY COUNCIL ON WOMEN IN ACADEMIA 

MONDAY, MARCH 14, 2011 
116 CUNNINGHAM (WOMEN’S CENTER) 

12:30-2:00 PM 
 

Meeting Synopsis: 
 
1. Approval of February 14, 2011 minutes 
2.  Mentoring 
3.  Non-ladder Survey 
4. Approval of Minutes  
5. Adjournment 
 

 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 12:35 p.m. 
 
1. Approval of Minutes 
The minutes from the February 14, 2011 meeting were approved with minor changes. 
 
2.  Mentoring 
     a)  what did we learn from Deans Taylor and Cauce? 
     b)  U. Vermont example  
     c)  what sort of mentoring program can we create with the available resources? 
     d)  where do we go from here? 
 
The council held a discussion to summarize the previous month’s meetings with Deans Taylor and 
Cauce, explore what sort of mentoring program could be created with available resources, and 
determine their next steps.  
 
Among the possibilities suggested were: having some Research Assistant time for logistical organization 
and additional leadership provided by somebody (e.g., a professor with release time) with mentoring 
expertise; establishing a mentoring program in the Center for Teaching and Learning, and perhaps 
initially tying it in to the Faculty Fellows program; and finding out what’s going on across the university 
at the Board of Deans and encouraging efficiencies while putting a spotlight on resources that already 
exist. 
 
Further details were brought up to flesh out suggestions: disciplines where mentoring could be in the 
area of academic research include higher education, social work, business, and workforce development. 
The minimum needed for a program would be an RA, release time and a person willing to coordinate the 
program, and perhaps funding to support events and gatherings. The RA could organize events but 
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wouldn’t set the agenda, and faculty would need to be involved in deciding good topics that people 
would need or want. A survey/questionnaire could be distributed in advance to help people self-select 
both presentation topics and mentor/mentee matches.  
 
The council reached consensus on the next step of getting on the agenda for the Board of Deans and 
setting up a meeting with select deans prior to the board meeting. In the meantime, talks were to occur 
with Beth Kalikoff of the Center of Teaching and Learning and Luis Fraga, Associate Vice Provost for 
Faculty Advancement to assess the feasibility of housing a mentoring program. 
 
3.  Non-ladder Survey 
     a)  main themes for writeup 
     b)  which data to include in a summary report 
     c)  brainstorm on recommendations 
 
Olmstead presented further analysis of data from the non-ladder faculty survey, focusing on the global 
responses with significant gender differences. She noted that there were very few in this category. 
There were no significant differences on service, and most of the differences were in career issues. For 
extension faculty, teaching load for females was higher, as women were more frequently hired to teach 
more than one class. Plenty of other differences showed up in subcategories, and the council needs to 
look at how to discuss those ones. Significant differences according to age didn’t suggest discrimination, 
as most of the issues that showed up related to where a respondent was in their career. 
 
Olmstead said that a report would be brought to the Senate Executive Committee, the deans, and the 
provost. She asked for recommendations for the report, and said she would compile the first draft and 
sort further through the data.  
 
Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:22 p.m. 
 

 
Minutes by Craig Bosman 
Council Support Analyst 
cbosman@uw.edu 
 
Present: Faculty:  Silberstein, Olmstead, Mescher 
  Ex-Officio Reps:  Popovinka 
  President’s Designee: Shapiro 
  Guests:  Basu 
 
Absent:  Faculty:  Iarocci, Habell-Pallan, Ott, Baltan 
  Ex-Officio Reps: Barriga, Raftus, Lealofi 
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