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Women’s Conference Center 

 
Chair Sandra Silberstein called the meeting to order at 9:32 a.m. 
 

 
Chair Silberstein’s agenda was a working session with Kate Quinn and a research assistant.  In 
preparation for the meeting, council members had been asked to read through the open-ended comments 
from the FCWA spring survey, with an eye toward (1) emerging themes, (2) relevance to lifecycle 
benchmarks, (3) policy implications, and (4) implications for further data collections. 
 
Regular guest Kate Quinn introduced PACW research assistant, Angela Abel, a doctoral student from 
Communication. Using a power point presentation of the open ended comments from the FACWA 
survey, Quinn highlighted broad themes in the responses to questions about career advancement, service, 
mentoring, teaching, and flexibility. She noted that in their work they also looked for things that stood 
out, “red flags,” among the comments, such as a possible federal violation.  Some comments were 
surprising as well, such as discovering that some senior faculty members wanted mentoring. Council 
members noted that some of the remarks suggest potential policy implications. Quinn handed out an 
executive summary of research questions about women faculty for which she has already surveyed or will 
study at a future time. 
 
Silberstein shared a list of questions: 

 Do more women write comments than men? 

 Are women in the School of Medicine disproportionately represented in the survey? 

 What are the red flags and what can we do about them? 
Quinn said she would look into the gender breakdown in the data. Her goal is to have the report back to 
the council by the December meeting or the first of the year. 
 
Silberstein noted that the themes help put a face to the numbers and will function as evidence that they 
can put into a larger report. Quinn acknowledged that some categories were inconsistent and that she 
would spend more time looking at them.  The council’s next steps will be to help with additional coding 
by “drilling down” to find overlap, as well as the most common, troubling, and actionable items. Quinn 
said that she would “repackage” the quantitative data from the survey to make it more user-friendly and 
have that to the council by the December meeting. 
 
Silberstein noted that the next scheduled meeting is December 11th at 9:30 a.m.  She asked the recorder to 
send out a Doodle calendar to council members to indicate their availability for winter quarter. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:50 a.m. 
 
Minutes by Melissa Kane, Faculty Senate, mmkane@u.washington.edu 
 



Present:  Faculty:  Gandara, Iarroci, Olmstead, Silberstein (Chair) 
    President’s Designee:  Basu 
    Ex Officio Reps:  Yorks 
    Regularly Invited Guests: Quinn 
Absent:  Faculty:  Baltan-Brunet, Borson, Habell-Pallan, Heitkemper 
    Ex Officio Reps: Carrigan, Guss 
Special guest: Angela Abel 
 
 
 
 
 


