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University Of Washington 

Faculty Council on Research 

9:00 a.m. – 10:30 p.m., April 10, 2013 

26 Gerberding Hall 

 

Agenda: 

 

1. Meeting Cancelled 
2. Online Ballot - 2013 ONR Joint Active/Passive Sonar Review 

 

 
1) Meeting Cancelled 
The meeting was cancelled by Chair Miller since there were no agenda items that called for a meeting. 
 
2) Online Ballot – 2013 ONR Joint Active/Passive Sonar Review [Exhibit A] 
The Subcommittee on Classified/Restricted Research recommended a new classified contract submitted by the 
Office of Naval Research (ONR) to be reviewed by FCR. On April 9

th
 the following email ballot was sent to all eight 

voting FCR members asking to approve or reject the recommended classified contract: 
 

Dear Faculty Council on Research,  
 
This is a request for your vote on a new Classified Contract from APL that cannot receive funds 
without FCR's approval. Daniel Vogt, subcommittee chair, writes: 

 
"This is a very familiar one as APL has sent us one almost every year now for some 5 years or so.  
It seems this APL-UW contract is with MANDEX and funded by ONR.  The PI is David Krout and the 
funding is for $24,000 to host a 3-day meeting for presenting and discussing classified results.  So 
they need a secure place for this meeting.  UW is well qualified to do this and has done a great 
job in the past.  Bob Miyamoto has responded to all of our questions as usual in the attachment 
as well as describes the work proposed." 
 
The relevant materials are in the attachments. The subcommittee Daniel Vogt, Norm Beauchamp 
Todd Scheurer and myself (Jerry Miller) have all voted to recommend that the FCR approve this 
sub-contract. Please vote in a timely fashion. 
 
Do you approve or reject the new Classified Contract from APL? 
 

By April 10
th

 six out of eight FCR members voted to approve the classified contract, resulting in majority approval. 
Miller stated that he would inform Bob Miyamoto (who made the request) and Lynette Arias (head of OSP) that 
FCR voted to approve the classified contract. 
 

 
 

Minutes by Grayson Court, Faculty Council Support Analyst.  gcourt@u.washington.edu 
 
Present: Faculty:  
   President’s Designee:  
   Guests:  
 
Absent: Faculty:  
   Ex Officio:  

mailto:gcourt@u.washington.edu
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February 22, 2013 
 
To:  Faculty Council on Research 
 
From:  Robert T. Miyamoto   206-685-1303 
 Applied Physics Laboratory  rtm@apl.washington.edu 
 University of Washington 
 
Subject: Request for FCR approval of classified contract: “2013 ONR Joint 
Active/Passive Sonar Review” from the Office of Naval Research 
 
I would like to request University of Washington Faculty Council on Research (FCR) 
approval for a classified purchase request from the Office of Naval Research (ONR) 
through a company known as MANDEX to APL-UW to organize and manage a 
classified meeting of researchers funded by the Office of Naval Research Code 321 US 
(Undersea Signal Processing). MANDEX has the contract with ONR to conduct 
meetings. The Principal Investigator on the project is David Krout and the amount of 
requested funding is $24,000. FCR has approved similar requests for the last five years 
and the meetings have been so successful that ONR would like the University of 
Washington to host it again this year.  The statement of work for this project is the 
following: 
 
“The contractor shall provide the necessary security management and meeting 
infrastructure (including audio/video support, registration, arrange announcements, etc.) 
to conduct a three-day meeting to peer review and disseminate research being conducted 
under ONR’s Joint Active-Passive Sonar Program.  Other tasks include organizing 
informal technical exchange for attendees to discuss meeting proceedings.  Facilities 
should be able to accommodate discussions to the classification level of SECRET.  
Meeting is scheduled to occur Aug 6 to Aug 8, 2013.” 
 
Please find below answers to the “Questions for Researchers Applying for a Classified, 
Proprietary or Restricted Research Contract.”  Thank you for your consideration of this 
request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert T. Miyamoto 
Associate Director 
Applied Physics Laboratory, University of Washington 
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Attendees from the 2012 Office of Naval Research Signal Processing Review 
 
1. What unique capabilities do your program and the UW bring to this proposed project? 
 
APL-UW has organized such classified peer reviews for ONR in the past, the most recent 
in August 2012.  APL-UW can leverage this past experience to help ONR achieve a 
successful peer review session.  APL-UW has the security infrastructure necessary to 
handle the classified nature of a subset of the presentations to be made at the review (the 
remainder, and majority, of the presentations will be unclassified). 
 
2. Describe the scholarly, scientific, and/or educational benefits of this proposed project. 
 
As mentioned in the statement of work, the goal of the meeting is “to peer review and 
disseminate research being conducted under ONR’s Joint Active-Passive Sonar 
Program.”  This review encompasses the “Discovery and Invention” portion of the 
research funded by ONR 321 US, and hence covers primarily basic research results.  
Some of the presentations will be classified due to the use of classified data to test the 
efficacy of the developed algorithms in anti-submarine and anti-torpedo applications.  
Such reviews allow a broad range of researchers, many from other universities, to come 
together and discuss new advances in signal processing algorithms for sonar applications.  
Several projects from APL-UW and one from the UW Department of Electrical 
Engineering will participate in the review.  
 
3. In what ways does the proposed project provide a public or community service? 
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Such peer reviews are critical for advancing ONR’s mission of providing the best 
possible technology in support of the nation’s defense.  Often the cross-fertilization of 
ideas engendered by concentrating together a group of researchers working in the same 
field can produce new research avenues that lead to improved methodologies.  It is an 
implicit function of APL-UW as a University Affiliated Research Center (UARC) to 
facilitate such interactions. 
 
4. In what ways, if any, will UW students (graduate or undergraduate) be involved in the 
project?  If they participate in the research, will they require security clearance or have 
restrictions placed on their thesis, dissertation, or other academic activities? 
 
No UW students will be involved in the project, although UW students are encouraged to 
attend sessions that are considered to be unrestricted by the funding officers and meet 
with Office of Naval Research program officers. 
 
5. Does the proposed project engender any restrictions on publications by the PI, 
members of the research team, students or postdoctoral fellows? 
 
No research results per se will be generated under this project.  Material provided to 
APL-UW will be handled according to the provided DD Form 254, “Contract Security 
Classification Specification.” 
 
6. Are there any ‘foreign nationals’ working on this project? 
 
No ‘foreign nationals’ will work on this project. 
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