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University of Washington 
Faculty Council on Research 
Thursday, 16 February 2006 

420 Mary Gates Hall 
 

Chair Brent Stewart called the meeting to order at 9:35 a.m.  
 
Meeting Synopsis:  

1. Introductory comments  
2. Call to order and approval of Agenda 
3. Approval of minutes 
4. Request for Information and updates:   
5. An Overview of the Applied Physics Laboratory 
6. Announcements 
7. Discussion: Questions for Researchers Applying for a Classified Research Contract 
8. New Business 
9. Adjournment 

 
1.  Introductory Comments  
Brent Stewart opened the meeting by welcoming Greg Benner attending via teleconference from Tacoma, and 
also welcoming our new student ASUW representative, Niki Cheema. 
 
2.  Call to order and Approval of Agenda 
Agenda was approved 
 
3.  Approval of Minutes 
Brent Stewart will email everyone for approval of the minutes for last month. 
 
4.  Requests for Information and Updates 

a.  An Overview of the Applied Physics Lab (presented by Jeffrey Simmen, APL Director and 
William Bakamis, APL Associate Director)   

 
Jeffrey Simmen, Director of the Applied Physics Laboratory at the University of Washington (APL-UW), 
gave an overview of APL-UW. APL-UW was founded in 1943 at the request of the Navy to bring university 
resources to bear on several WWII defense problems. Initially APL-UW focused on anti-submarine warfare, 
emphasizing acoustics research and oceanographic studies to understand how variations in the ocean 
environment affected the performance of Navy systems. Director Simmen distributed the Applied Physics 
Laboratory 2005 Biennial Report to council members 
 
Some of the basic and applied research programs at APL-UW today are: 

• Acoustic and remote sensing 
• Ocean physics & engineering 
• Medical & industrial ultrasound 
• Polar science 
• Environmental & information systems 
• Electronic & photonic systems 

 
Director Simmen addressed some of the specific efforts within each of these research areas, including work in 
seafloor acoustics, ocean instrumentation development, high-intensity focused ultrasound, arctic climate, 
applied oceanography and meteorology, and work related to sonar. APL-UW collaborates with other UW 
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departments or units within the College of Arts & Sciences, College of Engineering, School of Medicine, and 
College of Ocean & Fishery Sciences.  APL-UW is a unit of the College of Ocean & Fishery Sciences. 
 
APL-UW has a very strong focus in field experimentation. Each year APL-UW undertakes numerous field 
experiments in the oceans around the world. These field efforts can be experiments for basic research or 
efforts that are more applied and operational. 
 
APL-UW has a special partnership with the US Navy as one of four Navy University Affiliated Research 
Centers (UARCs). They maintain expertise in areas of Navy relevance, such as underwater acoustics and 
oceanography, and are therefore capable of quickly responding to Navy needs in these areas. Almost two-
thirds of the research monies for APL-UW (in FFY05) came from the US Navy. The other third comes from 
Federal agencies such as NSF, NASA, NIH, NOAA, Army, Air Force and DARPA. APL-UW’s federal 
research funding has grown in the past five years from just over $30 million to almost $50 million (FFY06). 
 
APL-UW is witnessing a funding shift away from basic research towards applied research and engineering. In 
FFY05 APL-UW funding was 60% basic research and 40% for applied research & development, compared 
with 76% (basic) and 24% (applied) in FFY01. Federal agencies are encouraging more multi-institutional and 
multi-disciplinary initiatives, and so APL-UW expects to engage in further collaboration with other UARCs, 
academic units at UW, and with other academic institutions and industry. 
 
Director Simmen mentioned developing R&D initiatives at APL-UW, including:  

• Operational Ocean Gliders – unmanned undersea vehicles for undersea sensing; 
• Ocean Observing Systems – cabled networks of ocean sensors, encouraged by NSF (e.g., Neptune) 

and NOAA (e.g., NANOOS); 
• Puget Sound Initiatives – related to anoxia in Hood Canal and undersea noise in the Sound; 
• Counter-IED – aimed at defeating the threat of improvised explosive devices; and 
• Photonics Applications –developing highly capable sensing and communication devices. 

 
He also noted that APL-UW is very entrepreneurial and has played a role in the development of several local 
companies, focused on ocean instrumentation or ultrasound, including: 

 
• Allez Physionix 
• Blue View Technologies 
• EKOS 
• Sea-Bird Technologies 
• Second Act Partners 
• Sound Metrics 
• Therus 
• UST 

 
A question was raised regarding the percent of defense funding by one of the council members.  William 
Bakamis and Jeffrey Simmen clarified that over two thirds of APL funding is defense related, since two thirds 
is Navy funding (mostly from ONR) and though the other third is mostly from NSF it includes some funding 
from NOAA, NASA, NIH, DARPA, Army and Air Force.  APL received more NSF funding than any other 
UW unit for SFY 2005.They also clarified that the amount of research that is classified varies and is only 10-
20%. Much of this research is classified only because the data sets were collected via classified methods. 
 
With a near doubling of the APL-UW budget in recent years, Stewart asked if space would be or is currently a 
major constraint. Director Simmen commented that this was already a problem and that there is are proposals 
being discussed with the Provost to address this space problem, (e.g., building an addition of 50,000 sq. ft. to 
Henderson Hall, which is currently 100,000 sq. ft., is one option). Associate Director Bakamis noted that 
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APL-UW occupies several buildings on and off main campus and additional research space will be required if 
the proposed Henderson Hall addition is not approved. Stewart then asked if there is the possibility of a larger 
APL-UW off-campus footprint, would it be feasible to move all classified work to one of the off-campus 
sites. Both Simmen and Bakamis stated that this would prove to be extremely difficult due to the current 
location of classified research space and the officials responsible for security of classified contracts. (Chair’s 
note: However, they didn’t say that this was impossible). Stewart thanked Jeffrey Simmen and William 
Bakamis for presenting this overview of APL-UW with FCR. 
 

Due to lack of time, the planned updates on the Office of Research (Mary Lidstrom, Vice Provost for 
Research), Faculty Effort Certification and response to Draft DHHS OIG Research Compliance Guidance 
(Sue Camber, Assistant Vice President in Research Accounting and Analysis, and OSP and Export Control 
Policy (Carol Zuiches, Assistant Vice Provost and Director for the Office of Sponsored Programs) were 
deferred until the next meeting on 7 March. 
 
5.  Announcements 
Announcements were deferred from near the beginning of the meeting to allow for Director Simmen and 
Associate Director Bakamis’ schedules. 
 
Stewart mentioned topics for the next FCR meeting on March 7; there will be requests for information 
around grants.gov and eFECs. Jeanne Marie Isola, Director and Lisa Yeager, Project Manger, both from the 
Strategic Initiatives Office, will present on eFEC (electronic faculty effort certification). Cathryn Booth-
LaForce will chair the 6 April FCR meeting where a request for information regarding the Network for 
Interdisciplinary Initiatives (NII) will be presented by Suzanne Ortega (Vice Provost and Dean, The Graduate 
School) and Melissa Austin (Associate Dean for Academic Programs, The Graduate School). Cathryn Booth-
LaForce and Diane Morrison have been asked to serve on the Human Subjects Policy Board. Mark Haselkorn 
was asked for news regarding the Export Control Policy Committee (he represents FCR). Daniel Vogt was 
asked for news regarding the work of the Classified, Proprietary and Restricted research committee. 
 
Stewart then introduced Prof. John Slattery (Vice Dean, Research and Graduate Education, School of 
Medicine), who addressed several initiatives within the School of Medicine.  Prof. Slattery began by 
enumerating to the Council members things that were in the works that they might wish to know about. 
 

1. Vaccine Center – which is part of the department of global health, along with School of Public 
Health and Community Medicine and the School of Medicine.  Larry Corey will be PI and will focus 
on vaccine development. 

2. Institute for Stem Cell and Regenerative Medicine – probable location at SLU II.  Randy Moon will 
be Director.  This will a federally funded with the purpose to improve cell lines and for knowledge 
and training. 

3. Clinical and Translational Science Award, which will lead to a proposal for an institute.  It is a 
planning grant and integration and expansions of GCRC with ROADMAP training grants, should 
have a significant impact on the UW environment for clinical research.  All health sciences schools 
are involved as well as FHCRC and CHMC.  This is a $4 to $6 million dollar project that will 
integrate and produce clinical science and researchers.  Research on research.  This will help with the 
compliance issues – are the regulations and guidelines hitting the mark?  Nora Disis is the PI. 

4. There are early discussions for a center or institute for Imaging Sciences.  This would be centered in 
the Department of Radiology, but involving A&S (particularly psychology), engineering, SOM, 
FHCRC and SCCA.  Norm Beauchamp (Chair, Radiology Chair) and Satoshi Minoshima (Vice 
Chair for Research, Radiology) are leading this effort. 

 
6.  Discussion 

a. Questions for Researchers Applying for a Classified Research Contract 
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The Faculty Council discussed the “Questions for Researchers Applying for a Classified Proprietary or 
Restricted Research Contract” and approved the five questions with one small edit; changing the four weeks 
before application deadline to three weeks. This was approved by the council. This information will be sent to 
Carol Zuiches for inclusion within the OSP website. 
 
7.  Announcements 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:01 AM.   Minutes recorded by Peggy Fanning, Assistant to the Director, 
Office of Research.  Minutes to be approved at the next FCR meeting scheduled for 7 March 2006. 
 
Present:  Faculty members:  Benner (teleconference), Booth-La Force, Fluharty, Franza, Haselkorn, 

Miller, Morrison, Stewart, Vogt, and Wright 
Ex officio members:  Ashby-Larrabee, Barker, Cheema, Dworkin, Lidstrom, and Welton 

 
Absent: Faculty members:  Haeseleer, Kiyak, Kumar, and Rasmussen 
  Ex-officio members:  Dworkin and Lovell 
 
Guests:  William Bakamis, Sue Camber, Peggy Fanning, Barbara Perry, Jeffrey Simmen, John 

Slattery and Carol Zuiches 
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