
 
October 20, 2017 
 
Gerald J. Baldasty, Ph.D. 
Provost and Executive Vice President 
Office of the Provost 
University of Washington 
 
Dear Jerry, 
 
In response to feedback from the Provost and Faculty Senate leadership, I am pleased to provide this 
supplemental information regarding the proposal to establish a Department of Health Metrics Sciences in 
the School of Medicine. This proposal is the result of detailed discussion within the School of Medicine, 
including the affected programs, faculty advisory committees, and students. In addition, there has been 
discussion with the dean, affected programs and students in the School of Public Health.   
 
Most recently, we engaged in a discussion with the elected faculty council of the School of Public Health. 
This discussion was led by Jürgen Unützer, who chaired the ad hoc committee to consider the establishment 
of a Department of Health Metrics Sciences. This discussion reinforced points about the importance of 
effective consultation and collaboration across schools and departments and the importance of holding 
harmless existing degree programs and avoiding competition for students across departments. It did not 
result in agreement on the best location of a new Department of Health Metrics Sciences, but I do not 
believe the value and timeliness of a Department of Health Metrics Sciences is in question. 
 
As was indicated in the original proposal dated May 17, 2017, the School of Medicine is committed to a 
collaborative relationship with the School of Public Health and the other partners in this reorganization. 
This resolve continues and the significance of that collaboration has been highlighted through this 
extended discussion. 
 
Based on your guidance, the School of Medicine has also had discussions with the Graduate School 
regarding the potential move of the PhD program with emphasis on Health Metrics to a Department of 
Health Metrics Sciences in the School of Medicine. This discussion is being led by John Slattery, vice dean 
for research and graduate education in the School of Medicine. 
 
We look forward to a discussion with you and the Senate Committee on Planning and Budgeting. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Paul G. Ramsey, M.D. 
CEO, UW Medicine 
Executive Vice President for Medical Affairs and 
Dean of the School of Medicine, 
University of Washington 


