
 
 
In December 2015, the President signed into law the Protecting Americans from Tax Hikes (PATH) 
Act of 2015, which makes permanent the direct transfer of funds from an IRA to a qualified 
charitable organization.  
The IRA Charitable Rollover provision allows individuals who have reached age 70½ to donate up to 
$100,000 to charitable organizations directly from their Individual Retirement Account (IRA), 
without treating the distribution as taxable income.  
 
The provision mandates the following:  
 
Eligibility Age. Taxpayers age 70½ or older are required to make annual distributions from their 
IRAs which are then included in their adjusted gross income (AGI) and subject to taxes. The IRA 
Charitable Rollover permits those taxpayers to make donations directly to charitable organizations 
from their IRAs without counting them as part of their AGI and, consequently, without paying taxes 
on them.  
 
Directly to the Charity. Distributions must be made directly from the IRA trustee payable to the 
public charity. 
  
Limit on amount. Holders of traditional and Roth IRAs who are 70½ or older can make direct 
charitable transfers of up to $100,000 per year. A single person can transfer $100,000 tax-free; a 
married couple can transfer up to $200,000 tax-free from separate accounts.  
 
Eligible Retirement Accounts. Distributions can only be made from traditional Individual 
Retirement Accounts or Roth IRAs. Charitable donations from 403(b) plans, 401(k) plans, pension 
plans, and other retirement plans are ineligible for the tax-free treatment.  
 
No Gifts in Return. Donors cannot receive any goods or services in return for charitable IRA rollover 
contributions in order to qualify for tax-free treatment.  
 

Frequently Asked Questions  
 
I’ve already named the University of Washington as the beneficiary of my IRA. What are the 
benefits if I make a gift now instead of after my lifetime?  
By making a gift this year of up to $100,000 from your IRA, you can see your philanthropic dollars at 
work and it gives the University the opportunity to recognize and thank you during your lifetime.  
 
 



 
 
I have several retirement accounts; some are qualified retirement plans and some are IRAs. Does 
it matter which retirement account I use?  
Yes. Direct rollovers to a qualified charity can only be made from an IRA. Under these 
circumstances, you may be able to roll assets from a pension, profit sharing, 401(k) or 403(b) plan 
into an IRA and make the transfer from the IRA directly to the UW. To determine if a rollover to an 
IRA is available for your plan, speak with your plan administrator.  
 
I have two charities I want to support. Can I give $100,000 from my IRA to each?  
No. Under the law, you can give a maximum of $100,000. For example, you can give each 
organization $50,000 in a year or any combination that totals $100,000 or less. Any amount greater 
than $100,000 in one year must be reported as taxable income.  
 
To make an IRA Charitable Rollover transfer contact our Planned Giving staff to discuss your gift and 
obtain a letter of instruction to send to your IRA custodian or plan administrator.  
 
Office for Planned Giving  
UW Tower, Box 359515  
Seattle, WA 98195-9515 
  
Tel. 206.685.1001 or toll free 1.800.284.3679  
email: giftinfo@uw.edu 


