
VANTAG E ONE PROG R A M
N E W ST U DENT G U I DE 2017

UBC
VANTAGE ONE PROGRAM

BEGIN HERE.



Congratulations on being offered admission to the University of British 
Columbia! It is my pleasure to be among the first to formally welcome you to our 
community.

As I am sure you already know, UBC is one of the top two universities in Canada. 
It is also one of the top 40 research universities in the world, and is recognized 
as the most international university in North America. These and other 
prestigious accolades come from many years of persistence and determination, 
and being brave enough and bold enough to follow a dream or an idea wherever 
it may lead. 

What happens next, as the UBC motto “Tuum est” implies, is up to you. The 
future is yours, but we can walk the path as a community with a common 
purpose. Students, faculty, and staff all are moving forward together to discover 
what it is that will move us from excellence to eminence.

In the following pages of this guide, you will find all the information you need to 
accept your offer and get a head start on your new UBC experience.

I look forward to greeting you in person, on campus, very soon.

Sincerely,

Santa Ono
President and Vice-Chancellor
The University of British Columbia
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YOUR UBC 
COMMUNITY
Vantage One provides you with a unique 
learning environment: gain academic 
credits with an enriched first year 
experience while strengthening your 
English, all in the company of a supportive 
learning community. 
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START YOUR UBC DEGREE
Welcome to the Vantage One Program at the University of British Columbia! Our top-
tier program offers students the opportunity to learn within a high-quality, intensive 
academic environment. Over 11 months, you will experience three semesters of degree 
studies with embedded English instruction, which will help you transition directly into your 
second year at UBC. By developing your skills, this program ensures you’ll be able to grow, 
strengthen your English and graduate with a degree at a top university. 

K E Y  A D VA N TA G E S

• Experience academic research. Working closely with your faculty mentor, you’ll have a unique       
opportunity to gather and present research at the annual UBC Capstone Conference.

• Improve your English. By embedding academic English directly into your courses, you’ll transition 
into your second year ready to write academic essays, participate in classes and engage with your 
professors.

• Build relationships. Receive guided mentorship from your professors.
• Gain confidence. Feel supported with one-on-one academic advising and access to tutoring            

opportunities that will help you thrive throughout the rest of your years at UBC.

T E R M  O V E R V I E W

B E  I N S P I R E D .

Get excited. Start your next chapter.

Our students and instructors
agree on this: going through our program 
allows you to successfully transition into 
your second year feeling academically 
prepared, integrated into UBC and 
confident in their English abilities.

Our students have gone on to earn top 
academic scholarships at UBC, become 
student leaders and make significant 
contributions to the UBC community.

13,189+
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS AT         
UBC, FROM OVER 155 COUNTRIES

BE INNOVATIVE. BE DYNAMIC.

Work with the best. Connect and create.

As one of the world’s leading universities, 
the University of British Columbia is an 
inspiring place, where freedom to pursue 
open thinking leads to ideas that change 
the world. The opportunities are limitless. 

August - December

Term 1

January - April May - July

Term 2 Term 3

$600 million
RESEARCH FUNDING FOR 8,766 
PROJECTS

TOP 40
RESEARCH UNIVERSITIES IN 
THE WORLD

1:10
AVERAGE FACULTY-STUDENT        
RATIO IN THE VANTAGE PROGRAM

“Vantage was the starting point to build 
my confidence... It had one of the biggest 
impacts on my life.”
- Ziad Merdas, Applied Science student, Yemen

“Students who come to Vantage emerge 
with the confidence to speak to professors, 
write essays and thrive in their second 
year.”
- Brett Gilley, UBC Faculty, Earth, Ocean and 
Atmospheric Sciences

“I’m really happy to be here. It’s a really 
good opportunity to be here in Canada 
and at UBC.”
- Vanessa Lopez, Arts student, Colombia

Alfredo Ferreira, UBC Faculty, Vantage One Academic English Program
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EXPLORE YOUR 
PROGRAM STREAM
Vantage One offers four streams of study with 
embedded academic English courses. Some programs 
lead to studies at UBC’s Vancouver campus, with others 
leading to UBC’s Okanagan campus.

vantagecollege.ubc.ca/vantage-one-program

BACHELOR OF APPLIED SCIENCE

Vantage One BASc Program Graduation

Terms 1 & 2
UBC’s Vancouver

campus

Term 3
UBC’s Okanagan

campus

Year 2 to Graduation
UBC’s Okanagan or Vancouver campus

Dependant on Applied Science specialization

Coursework includes Foundational Engineering Skills, Chemistry, Math, Physics, 
Engineering Communication, English for Academic Purposes. Third term of Vantage 
One Engineering stream taught at UBC’s Okanagan campus. Complete your BASc on 
UBC’s Okanagan or Vancouver campus.*

*Placement into 2nd year engineering programs will be based on an evaluation of your first year 
averages and a personal statement.

ELIGIBLE PROGRAMS INCLUDE:

Okanagan Campus: Electrical, 
Mechanical, and Civil Engineering.

Vancouver Campus: Chemical, 
Chemical and Biological, Computer, 
Electrical, Geological, Integrated, 
Materials, and Mining Engineering.

Total of 39 credits.

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Vantage One BA Program Graduation

Year 1 – UBC’s Vancouver campus Year 2 to graduation – UBC’s Vancouver campus

Coursework in Geography, Political Science, Psychology, Research and Writing, and 
English for Academic Purposes. Complete your BA on UBC’s Vancouver campus. The Vantage One Arts stream 

explores processes that are 
shaping the contemporary world—
globalization, urbanization, mobility, 
new forms of civil and political 
action—in the context of themes 
of environmental sustainability 
and personal responsibility in 
engagement with these processes. 

Total of 36 credits.

BACHELOR OF MANAGEMENT

Vantage One BMgmt Program Graduation

Terms 1 & 2
UBC’s Vancouver

campus

Term 3
UBC’s Okanagan

campus

Year 2 to Graduation
UBC’s Okanagan campus

Coursework in Sociology, Psychology, Economics, Research and Writing, Canadian Business, 
Business Ethics, and English for Academic Purposes. Third term of the Vantage One 
Management stream taught on UBC’s Okanagan campus. Complete your BMgt at UBC’s 
Okanagan campus.

The Bachelor of Management 
program prepares you to thrive 
in a world where the nature of 
management and organizations 
are always changing. The program 
develops your capabilities for 
finding, imagining and creating 
your future roles in managing 
organizations. Beyond the Vantage 
One year, co-op education options 
will allow you to apply your 
knowledge.

Total of 40 credits.

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Year 1 – UBC’s Vancouver campus

Vantage One BSc Program Graduation

Year 2 to graduation – UBC’s Vancouver campus

Coursework in Math, Physics, Chemistry, Science Communication, and English for 
Academic Purposes, with the choice to select either a Computational or Physical 
Sciences elective. Complete your BSc on UBC’s Vancouver campus.

ELECTIVES INCLUDE:

Computational Sciences
Learn how to understand a wide variety 
of complex systems, including the 
human brain, health policy and weather. 

Physical Sciences
Have you ever wanted to know why the 
sky is blue, or what the earth is made 
of? If so, the Physical Sciences stream is 
right for you. Explore the key concepts of 
central scientific disciplines and discover 
essential knowledge about the world 
around us. 

Total of 40-41 credits.

Neil Leveridge, UBC Faculty, Vantage One Academic English 
Program

Learning at Orchard Commons, UBC Vantage College’s academic home

http://vantagecollege.ubc.ca/vantage-one-program
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YOUR CAMPUS: 
OKANAGAN
A D V E N T U R O U S ,  I N N O VAT I V E ,  C O N N E C T E D

With a beautiful space in the heart of the Okanagan Valley, 
UBC Okanagan’s campus in Kelowna thrives as a hub of 
innovation and learning. Currently the #1 fastest growing city 
in Canada, Kelowna offers our students the opportunity to be a 
part of a close-knit community of educators, entrepreneurs and 
leaders working together to push boundaries. With a modern city 
centre, world-class ski resorts, 300 hiking trails and 250 lakes, 
there’s certainly no shortage of things to help you feel energized, 
inspired and connected. 
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CONNECTING CAMPUS AND CITY
Pick up your monthly U-Pass (included in your 
student fees) at the Student Union Office in the Uni-
versity Centre to access travel anywhere within the 
Kelowna Regional Transit System.
ubcsuo.ca/services/u-pass YOUR CAMPUS: 

VANCOUVER
C O S M O P O L I TA N ,  D Y N A M I C ,  D I V E R S E

Surround yourself with mountains, oceans and forest in one of 
the best places to live in the world: Vancouver. UBC’s Vancouver 
campus is a 30-minute bus away from the downtown core and 
as you’ll find out by living in residence, your campus is a city of its 
own. With the mildest climate in Canada, residents can choose 
a unique adventure everyday. Whether you’re skiing in Whistler, 
biking the Stanley Park Seawall or taking in fireworks on the beach 
at the annual Celebration of Light every summer, you’ll find your 
countless ways to make memories and call Vancouver home. 

CONNECTING CAMPUS AND CITY
Your U-Pass BC (included in your student fees) gives 
you access to unlimited bus, SeaBus, SkyTrain and 
Canada Line services in Metro Vancouver. Purchase 
a Compass Card at the UBC Bookstore or SkyTrain 
station and load your U-Pass!
upass.ubc.ca 

220 PARKS AND GREEN 
SPACES

179 LANGUAGES 
SPOKEN  

125 GALLERIES 
AND MUSEUMS

42,986

TOP 20 TOP 40 100

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS

RESEARCH UNIVERSITIES 

IN THE WORLD

PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES IN 

THE WORLD
YEARS OF UNIVERSITY HISTORY

#1516

367,668
UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS

ACRES OF 
CAMPUS

FASTEST-GROWING CITY IN 
CANADA

STARTUPS AND
3,782 INVESTORS

2,000+ HOURS OF 
SUNSHINE EVERY YEAR

1.5 MILLION VISITORS 
EACH YEAR

2 WORLD-CLASS SKI 
RESORTS

75,000+
NEW JOBS IN THE NEXT FIVE 
YEARS

#1 
CITY

TO BE NAMED ‘MOST      

LIVEABLE’ FIVE YEARS IN A 

ROW BY THE ECONOMIST 261 ACADEMIC PROGRAMS OFFERED 

ACROSS BOTH CAMPUSES

261
ACADEMIC PROGRAMS 

OFFERED ACROSS BOTH 

CAMPUSES

http://ubcsuo.ca/services/u-pass
http://upass.ubc.ca
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ORCHARD COMMONS
Our students are welcomed into a brand new building: Orchard Commons, an academic and 
residential space for UBC’s first-year students to live and learn. With high-tech and innovative 
classrooms, new dining options and plenty of social spaces amongst a backdrop of stunning mountain 
and ocean views, it’s the perfect setting for you to study, socialize and thrive.
 
vantagecollege.ubc.ca/orchard-commons

WORK IN CANADA 
During your studies:

Although a UBC education is demanding, you may choose to 
work while earning your degree to gain valuable career-related 
experience and help offset expenses. Take advantage of the Work 
Learn Program to access job opportunities on campus, or explore 
co-op placements and internships offered through your degree 
program. 

Important: Degree-seeking students do not need a work permit 
in order to work off campus while attending UBC, as your study 
permit gives you permission to accept off campus employment as 
long as you’re registered in full-time studies.

After your degree:

Upon completion of your degree, you can apply for a three-year 
post-graduate work permit under the Post-Graduation Work Permit 
Program. 
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Apply for a Social Insurance 
Number (SIN)

You will need to register for a Social 
Insurance Number:
www.servicecanada.gc.ca/sc/sin

Explore working in Canada 
long-term:

Post-Graduation Work Permit 
Program:
www.cic.gc.ca/english/study/
work-post-grad.asp

The Canadian Experience Class:
www.cic.gc/cec

The Federal Skilled Worker 
Program:
www.cic.gc.ca/skilled

The Provincial Nominee Program:
www.cic.gc.ca/pnp

Students using ‘pod systems’ with video conferencing features and digital whiteboards in Orchard Commons

Video conferencing
Learn from guest speakers 
from the comfort of your desk.

Digital whiteboards
Brainstorm with classmates 
and get your notes sent 
straight to your smartphone.

Pod systems
Break out in small groups after 
your lecture to connect and 
collaborate with technology.

Outdoor classroom spaces
You don’t have to learn indoors 
all year! Enjoy lectures in the 
sun with dedicated classroom 
spaces outdoors.

Pod systems help create focused, one-on-one time between professors and 
students. 

Movable classroom layouts allow for open conversation and creative 
approaches to teamwork. 

http://vantagecollege.ubc.ca/orchard-commons
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ACCEPT YOUR OFFER
Congratulations! You have an offer of acceptance, but to reserve your spot in the program, you 
must formally accept your offer and pay your deposit before the date indicated on your letter of 
admission. 

APPLY EARLY FOR A STUDY PERMIT
Whether you are already studying in Canada or are an international student, you will need a           
valid post-secondary study permit to attend the Vantage One program. Obtaining a study permit 
can take several months, so we encourage you to submit your application as soon as you accept 
your offer. Your program begins on August 20, 2017 with the Jump Start orientation program.

Visit the Student     
Services Centre:
students.ubc.ca/ssc

Log in & select ‘Accept 
my offer.’

Follow the steps 
to complete your             
payment.

Apply for on-campus 
residence by May 1:
housing.ubc.ca

1.

2.

3.

4.

Please note that fees are paid in three equal 
instalments over Term 1, 2 and 3.

*Plus applicable student fees. All costs in Canadian dollars.

vantagecollege.ubc.ca/finances

Tuition: $43,643

The $3,000 admission deposit is non-refundable, and 
will be applied to your first term tuition payment. 

Deposit: $3,000

**Inclusive of student meal plan and Jump Start fees.

housing.ubc.ca

Residence: $15,000-$17,000**

Begin your application online:
cic.gc.ca/english/study-how.
asp

Apply in person:
cic.gc.ca/english/information/
offices.vac.asp

Under 19 years?
You are required to have a custodian in 
order to stay in Canada. If you are 17 or 
18 years old, this requirement may be 
waived at the discretion of your visa  
officer. Please note that the need for 
a custodian can lengthen the permit     
process.

cic.gc/english/study/study-minors.asp

Can’t find a custodian?
Please contact First Choice International:
+1.604.984.0868
info@fciplacement.com

fciplacement.com

Learn more about                     
immigration and health          
insurance:
students.ubc.ca/international

Talk to an advisor:
isa@students.ubc.ca
+1.604.822.5021

OR:

Financial Aid
UBC Vantage College will be awarding scholarships 
up until May - June, 2017. All incoming students 
admitted to the program are automatically 
considered. No application necessary.



2017 DATES & DEADLINES
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FOR PARENTS

MAY 1
Accept your offer
Deadline to accept your admission to UBC and pay your 
acceptance deposit. 

MAY 1
Apply for housing
Deadline to apply for residence and receive the first-
year residence guarantee.

EARLY JUNE
Housing notifications
Students with a housing guarantee are notified of 
housing offers.

LATE JUNE
Course registration
Course registration opens for first-year students. 

AUGUST 20
Jump Start orientation 
The Vantage One program begins with your 
orientation.

Congratulations! Your child has succeeded in gaining 
admission to one of the best universities in North 
America, and we are excited to help them begin their 
next adventure here.

In Canada and at the University of British Columbia, they 
will have the opportunity to connect with people from all 
over the world, learn something new everyday and 
flourish in a safe, welcoming and inclusive environment. 
Each day, they will need to take decisions into their own 
hands - and that’s why our students learn how to be 
independent, thoughtful and critical over the course of 
our eleven-month program. 

Like us, you also play an important role in guiding them 
throughout this journey. While their decisions will 
ultimately be up to them, they can’t do it without you. 
Be aware of what our program and UBC has to offer, 
and most importantly, be open and encouraging of your 
child’s choices in the years to come.

We hope to welcome your family into the UBC 
community, and wish you all the best for exciting years 
up ahead!



Contact:

General Student Inquiries: +1.604.827.0337
Student & Prospective Student Inquiries: +1.604.827.3731

Email: apply@vantagecollege.ubc.ca

UBC VANTAGE COLLEGE 
UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS 2017

vantagecollege.ubc.ca

twitter.com/ubcvantage

facebook.com/ubcvantage

instagram.com/ubcvantage

youtube.com/ubcvantage

weibo.com/ubcvantage

© TH E U NIVE R SIT Y OF B RITISH COLUM B IA . PRINTE D IN C ANADA .
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All information is correct at time of printing. 
Please visit vantagecollege.ubc.ca for the latest information and updates.


