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Hearing  God  Accurately
By:  Jaque Shank

Lately I’ve been considering that in Scripture there are only 
two major temptations under which, I believe, all other 
temptations fall. The first is to doubt if we hear the voice of 
God.

“Did God really say…?  You shall not surely die.” (see 
Genesis 3) Satan either accuses God of lying, or us of not 
hearing correctly. (The second is identity. “If you are God’s 
Son…” see Matthew 4).  So two things crucial to life, hearing 
God’s voice and knowing our true identity are under attack 
because they are foundational to life and peace. Satan’s name 
means ACCUSER. 

In this short letter I want to address the first temptation in light 
of Hebrews 3:7-19.  If you choose to follow along, please use 
that reference as it spoke to me today. I thought, “Lord, what 
does it really mean to hear you accurately?” In the reading I 
saw answers. “Today if you will see My works (verse 9) and 
know My ways.” (verse 10). I recognized that hearing comes 
from seeing His works, and knowing His ways through 
Scripture, where He reveals His work in the cross and His way 
through forgiveness…all His ways begin with forgiveness by 
the cross of Jesus Christ. But that’s not all! Hearing is more 
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If you hear a voice within you say 'you cannot paint,' 
then by all means paint, and that voice will be 
silenced.

--Vincent Van Gogh

The truth is the truth even if nobody believes it, and 
error is error even if everyone believes it.

--Fulton John Sheen
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than seeing and knowing His 
work and ways; it’s obeying what 
we see and know as His plan of 
salvation towards all people, us 
included, from the heart. I asked, 
“Then what is an evil heart of 
unbelief?” (verse 12) And I saw 
it’s a heart that ignores the voice, 
the message, and plan—but not 
just that; it’s putting faith in 
(giving attention to) messages 
coming from the evil kingdom. 
There are spirits of accusation 
whispering in our ears, trying to 
make us suspicious of God, have 

self-hatred towards ourselves, 
with bitterness, envy and jealousy 
towards others.  These spirits 
cause us to wallow in self-pity. 
Beloved, Satan is working 
overtime—putting in hours 
beyond our comprehension to 
stop us from hearing the voice of 
God.  Are you going to let him 
steal God’s kingdom from you 
because his accusations have 
hummed you to sleep?  No! Wake 
up to righteousness and sin not! 

And while you’re waking up, 
please remember to show mercy 
towards the saints who are 
praying for your souls—spreading 
the message of His works and 
ways. But remember, no one 
brings His kingdom to earth from 
an earthly mindset or an evil heart  
of unbelief.  It comes from a 
heavenly mindset, and a ‘sold 
out’ heart towards God.  Although 
we have the mind of Christ, we 
need to work it out it in every, 
every, every new today!

Hearing God Accurately, cont.

Disappointment is inevitable. But to become 
discouraged, there's a choice I make. God would 
never discourage me. He would always point me 
to himself to trust him. Therefore, my 
discouragement is from Satan. As you go 
through the emotions that we have, hostility is 
not from God, bitterness, unforgiveness, all of 
these are attacks from Satan. 

--Charles Stanley

Obedience is an act of 
faith; disobedience is 
the result of unbelief. 

--Edwin Louis Cole

Knowledge of God's Word is 
a bulwark against deception, 
temptation, accusation, even 
persecution. 

--Edwin Louis Cole

When your identity is found in 
Christ, your identity never changes. 
You are always a child of God. 

--Tim Tebow

Your identity is firmly anchored 
in Christ's accomplishment, 
not yours; his strength, not 
yours; his performance, not 
yours; his victory, not yours. 

--Tullian Tchividjian
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INSCRUTABLE KNOWING

I don’t really understand myself and why I act and think the way I do.  Maybe that’s why it’s so easy to 

suspect that God doesn’t get me either.  It means a great deal to me when, as I’m studying the Word, I 

come across something I’m struggling with.  To me, it means that if God has preserved that word of 

empathy and encouragement, it’s because He does in fact “get me.”
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suspect that God doesn’t get me either.  It means a great deal to me when, as I’m studying the Word, I 

come across something I’m struggling with.  To me, it means that if God has preserved that word of 

empathy and encouragement, it’s because He does in fact “get me.”

           Isaiah 40:27-28           Isaiah 40:27-28

27 NASB Why do you say, O Jacob, and assert, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the Lord, 
and the justice due me escapes the notice of my God”?

27 TLB O Jacob, O Israel, how can you say that the Lord doesn’t see your 
troubles and isn’t being fair?

27 MSG Why would you ever complain, O Jacob, or, whine, Israel, saying, “God has lost track 
of me.  He doesn’t care what happens to me”?

Yep, that’s how I’ve been feeling lately.  How could I say it?  Because I’ve become weary in doing good.  

The Greek synonym for weary is utterly spiritless.

Yep, that’s how I’ve been feeling lately.  How could I say it?  Because I’ve become weary in doing good.  

The Greek synonym for weary is utterly spiritless.

28 NASB Do you not know? Have you not heard?  The Everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of 
the ends of the earth does not become weary or tired.  His understanding is 
inscrutable.

I had thought that “His understanding” was His knowledge and ability to make the heavens and the ends 

of the earth, but verse 28 is saying that I cannot even begin to fathom the depths of His understanding of 

my experience.  And the sweetness in that realization broke my heart.

Jaque Shank once said - about the first time God spoke to her - that the wonder of it wasn’t so much 

what He said, but that the God of the universe had spoken to her.  The God of the universe spoke to 

me.  He addressed my physical hurt as well as my spiritual longing for comfort.  To know irrefutably that 

He sees me and to know that my experience is His experience, is an impartation of grace that really is 

sufficient.

God gets me and He’s preserved His Word, so that I could know it.  Oh, how great the Father’s love!
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I Am Who God Says I Am - Julie Kovalchek, continued

NOTE about the page:  I meant for Isaiah 40:27 “the Lord has lost track of me” to look like/represent the 

words and ideas that tear at me.  I meant the psalms to be the words that He writes on my heart to assure 

and comfort me.  Once I’m rooted in His truth, then right believing rises to the surface.

Why do y! say, O Jacob, and "eak, O Israel: "My way # hidden from $ Lord, and my ju% claim # 

passed over by my God"? Have y! not kno'?  Have y! not heard? (e everla%ing God, $ Lord, $ 

Creator of $ ends of $ ea)h, nei*er faints nor # weary. H# under%an+ng # unsearchabl, He gives 

power to $ weak, and to *ose who have no might He increases %reng*.



	

	
 SnippetsI	  have	  learned	  to	  listen	  

to	  God.	  	  I	  have	  always	  
talked	  to	  God	  and	  I	  have	  
always	  loved	  God	  but	  I	  
don't	  think	  I	  have	  
listened	  or	  expected	  
God	  to	  talk	  back	  to	  me.	  	  
He	  does	  talk	  to	  me	  every	  
day	  that	  I	  give	  Him	  =me.	  	  
He	  just	  wants	  me	  to	  
have	  =me	  for	  Him.	  

PAULA,

FROM KANSAS

As	  I	  journalize,	  I	  instantly	  feel	  the	  pathways	  clear	  
between	  God	  and	  me	  and	  it's	  like	  we	  are	  having	  
tea	  together,	  chaCng	  back	  and	  forth.	  	  I	  know	  He	  
is	  with	  me	  and	  my	  rela=onship	  with	  Him	  is	  deeper	  
and	  more	  alive	  since	  I've	  started	  journalizing.	  
Fellowship	  is	  a	  key	  component	  to	  thriving	  in	  
Christ;	  the	  accountability	  and	  encouragement	  is	  
necessary	  for	  growth.	  

AMBER,

FROM KANSAS

Journalizing	  has	  forced	  me	  to	  s-‐l-‐o-‐w-‐d-‐o-‐w-‐n.	  	  I	  see	  God	  wri=ng	  
His	  love	  for	  me	  on	  paper	  and	  it	  is	  refreshing.	  	  Definitely	  life-‐
giving.	  	  I	  have	  been	  teaching	  my	  kids	  to	  journalize.	  	  The	  words	  
from	  the	  Lord	  have	  been	  so	  precious.

My	  =me	  with	  the	  Lord	  has	  helped	  open	  up	  my	  rela=onship	  with	  
Him	  again.	  	  My	  walk	  had	  become	  so	  stale	  and	  separate	  feeling.	  	  I	  
desire	  for	  my	  kids	  to	  experience	  this	  opportunity	  earlier	  than	  I	  
did.	  	  This	  is	  just	  a	  special	  tool	  that	  helps	  open	  up	  the	  opportunity	  
to	  experience	  God.

I	  have	  needed	  the	  high	  accountability	  and	  close	  knit	  rela=onships	  
that	  we	  shared	  in	  class.	  	  Being	  a	  small	  group	  -‐	  only	  four	  at	  =mes	  -‐	  
gave	  us	  ample	  =me	  to	  share	  and	  pray	  with	  each	  other.

CHARITY,

FROM KANSAS

I	  love	  hearing	  the	  voice	  of	  God!	  	  When	  he	  
speaks,	  everything	  is	  so	  peaceful!	  	  My	  
journals	  are	  mostly	  God	  speaking	  and	  it	  is	  so	  
thoroughly	  refreshing	  to	  hear	  his	  voice	  
speaking	  to	  me!	  	  This	  course	  has	  taught	  me	  
what	  it	  means	  to	  be	  truly	  in=mate	  with	  God.	  	  
That	  I	  am	  not	  just	  his	  child	  ~	  I	  am	  beloved.

BREANNA,

FROM KANSAS

He	  has	  revealed	  His	  truth	  more	  clearly	  to	  me.	  He	  has	  taken	  me	  more	  deeply	  and	  in=mately	  into	  an	  
understanding	  of	  Who	  He	  is	  and	  of	  who	  I	  am	  in	  Him.	  I	  live	  in	  freedom	  previously	  unknown	  to	  me.	  
There	  is	  no	  need	  of	  'self'-‐improvement,	  only	  God's	  Truth	  lived	  out	  by	  His	  holy	  Spirit	  in	  me	  as	  me.	  
Praise	  the	  Lord	  for	  His	  wonderful	  giTs!

The	  discipline	  and	  accountability	  during	  this	  class	  provided	  a	  sweet	  sense	  of	  belonging	  with	  my	  
sisters	  in	  Christ.	  Hearing	  each	  week	  how	  in=mately	  He	  loves	  and	  works	  in	  each	  life	  on	  such	  a	  
personal	  level	  blessed	  my	  heart	  and	  encouraged	  me	  that	  this	  journey	  is	  real.	  I	  loved	  seeing	  the	  
transforma=on	  of	  each	  heart	  as	  His	  Holy	  Spirit	  revealed	  Himself.

The	  most	  life-‐changing	  revela=on	  I	  received	  is	  that	  He	  is	  my	  Truth.	  I	  no	  longer	  live	  in	  condemna=on,	  
but	  I	  live	  in	  the	  completed	  work	  of	  Jesus	  on	  the	  cross.	  I	  am	  no	  longer	  a	  slave	  to	  sin,	  but	  live	  free	  in	  
the	  redemp=ve	  work	  already	  done.	  I	  am	  learning	  to	  recognize	  His	  promises	  to	  me	  and	  live	  them	  out.

I	  would	  recommend	  this	  course	  to	  a	  friend	  and	  to	  an	  enemy	  because	  everyone	  should	  come	  to	  
know	  the	  Truth	  and	  the	  freedom	  that	  is	  in	  Christ.

KERRY,

FROM KANSAS



Joy 
in $ J!rnal

Submitted by:  Patti O’Malley

Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain 
Christ and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that 
which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith...

  Philippians 3:8-9 (NKJV)
Dear God,

I know the moment that you showed me what I had done in my “separated from You” self.  I 
built a Kingdom without a King.  It was all around me.  Rooms & roofs ~ expanses of land & 
fences.  Abundance with no purpose.  Gardens filled with food ~ but no reason to eat ~ no 
people to feed. I heard your voice as mine, “Why am I doing this?”  “What have I done?”
 
A Kingdom without the one true King.  A garden without the one true Gardener.  What have I 
done?

And when I saw my work, as rubbish, all around me ~ You came into my heart and filled all the 
empty spaces with Holy Spirit.  It became Yours.  I became Yours.  Take the houses You have 
built, said the Carpenter, and fill them with kindness for My children.  Harvest the gardens, said 
the Shepherd, and feed My children who hunger.  Take down the fences that you have placed in 
My way, demanded the Holy Spirit; have no barriers to the path that I will lay down.

   And God said, “Give it away.”

Dear Patti,

It was your heart, your mind, your soul & your spirit that I asked for.  All of it.  Build for the 
sake of building and you end up with a building.  Fill it now with the knowing of your Savior & 
let it all be filled by Me.

Open your heart to My happening
Let God’s will fill my sails



	   I	   am	  Mike	  Kovalchek	   and	  I	   have	  been	   a	  Chris=an	   for	   nearly	   twenty	   nine	  
years.	  	   I	  have	  been	  a	  part	  of	  Visionwriters	  Interna=onal	  for	  nearly	   ten	  years	  and	  a	  
Visionkeeper	  for	  nearly	  eight	  years.	  	   I	  came	  to	  know	  the	  Lord	  personally	  when	  my	  
mother	  led	  me	  in	  the	  prayer	  of	  salva=on	  when	  I	  was	  a	  child.	  	  I	  was	  blessed	  to	  grow	  
up	  in	  a	  Chris=an	  home	  that	  valued	   independent	  thought	  and	  personal	  revela=on.	  	  
My	  parents	  did	  not	  accept	  teachings	  or	  opinions	  of	   others	  as	  their	  own	  unless	  my	  
parents	  came	  to	  the	  same	  conclusions	  themselves.	   	  I	  remember	  walking	   in	  on	  my	  
father	  when	   he	  was	  reading	   the	  Bible	  in	   his	  bedroom	  one	  evening	  and	  it	   leT	   an	  
impression	  on	  me	  at	   a	  young	   age	  that	   it	  was	  important	   to	  find	  God	  for	  yourself.	  	  
My	   parents	   encouraged	   open	   conversa=on	   and	   discussion	   regarding	   religious	  
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Before	   taking	  Miracle	   in	   the	  Mirror,	   I	   was	   struggling	   with	  many	   things	   the	  MIM	  
course	  talks	  about	  —	  shame,	  fear,	  hiding	   from	  God	  and	  trying	  with	  all 	  our	  might	  to	  
fix	  ourselves,	  when	  the	  answer	  lies	  in	  trus=ng	  Christ.	  I	  went	  on	  to	  take	  Character	  of	  
God	  (which	  helped	  me	  be	  in	  awe	  that	  God	  loves 	  me),	  Love	  Diet	  (which	  helped	  me	  to	  
quit	  binge-‐ea=ng)	  and	  Hope	  and	  the	  Purple	  Onion	  (which	  God	  used	  to	  help	  me	  live	  
with	   hope).	   I	   am	   now	   a	   Visionkeeper,	   leading	   two	   women	   who	   are	   new	   to	   VI	  
through	  MIM.	  All	  of	   the	  courses	  are	  like	  a 	  magnet,	  connec=ng	  me	  to	  God.	   It's 	  so	  
exci=ng	  now	  to	  do	  that	  with	  new	  students	  and	  to	  see	  Christ	  in	  me	  rise	  up	  as	  a	  leader	  
in	  this	  amazing	  discipleship	  program.	  Also,	  I	  am	  a 	  singer-‐songwriter,	  and	  some	  of	  my	  
lyrics 	  are	  based	   on	   things	   I	   learned	   through	   journalizing	   and	   through	   the	  audio	  
teachings.	   Hearing	   God's	   voice	   and	   applying	   it	   to	   our	   hearts	   and	   lives	   is	   what	  
changes	  the	  world	  —	  one	  person	  at	  a	  =me.

Tif fany Roney

teachings	  and	  because	  of	   this	  I	  grew	  up	  strongly	  founded	  in	  and	  with	  an	  unshakable	  faith	  in	  Christ.	  	   I	  knew	  who	  I	  
was	  in	  Christ	  as	  a	  young	  man	  and	  how	  to	  find	  my	  way	  back	  to	  Him	  any=me	  I	  walked	  away	  or	  stumbled.	  	  
	   Over	  the	  last	  three	  decades	  I	  have	  seen	  the	  hand	  of	  God	  work	  in	  my	  life	  in	  numerous	  ways,	  in	  a	  variety	  of	  
circumstances	  and	  through	  mul=ple	  ministries.	  	  It	  is	  my	  desire	  to	  share	  God’s	  love	  with	  everyone	  I	  come	  in	  contact	  
with	  and	  that	  they	  would	  come	  to	  know	  and	  experience	  God	  –	  personally	  –	  as	  I	  have.	  	  I	  rest	  the	  best	  and	  have	  the	  
most	  peace	  when	  I	  know	  I	  have	  been	  a	  willing	  vessel	  and	  allowed	  God	  to	  use	  me	  as	  He	  called	  me.	  	  VI’s	  mission	  to	  
eliminate	  from	  the	  world	  the	  ache	  of	  a	  silent	  God	  by	  showing	  people	  the	  way	  to	  commune	  with	  Him	  is	  directly	  in	  
line	  with	  my	  life	  goal.
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ABOUT US

Visionwriters	   is	   a	  mentoring	   program	   with	   a	   long-‐term	   vision	  or	   worldview;	   one	   that	   is	   committed	   to	   a	   long-‐term	  
Gospel.	  Vision	  either	  determines	  victory,	  or	  its	  absence	  produces	  despair.	   	  God’s	  word	  imparts	  vision.	  	  Writing	  the	  vision	  
helps	  us	   sort	   things	   out,	   for	   thoughts	   are	  untangled	  at	   the	   point	   of	  a	   pen.	   	   But	   writing	  isn’t	   enough	  if	  it	   falls	   short	   of	  
application.	  	  We	  help	  people	  apply	  the	  truth,	  because	  truth	  without	  application	  is	  just	  information.	  	  When	  truth	  is	  applied	  
it	  is	  powerful.
We	  facilitate	  people	  who	  ache	  to	  hear	  the	  voice	  of	  Truth	  and	  experience	  a	  personal	  relationship	  with	  God	  through	  faith	  in	  
Jesus	  Christ	  ~	  people	  who	  want	  to	  hear	  God’s	  voice	  and	  open	  their	  communication	  with	  God	  ~	  those	  who	  want	  answers	  
to	   their	  most	  perplexing	  questions	  ~	  people	  ready	  to	   admit	  there	  is	  a	  hole	  inside	  and	  who	  want	  to	  overcome	  this	  inner	  
loneliness.
Visionwriting	   is	   taking	  dictation	  from	   the	  Holy	  Spirit.	  Because	  we	  want	   to	   understand	  God’s	  personal	  instructions,	  we	  
write	   to	   capture,	   assimilate	   and	   obey	   them.	   You	  will	   learn	   how	  to	   hear	   God’s	   voice,	   have	   communication	  with	   God	  
through	  a	  spiritual	  relation	  with	  Him.	  Through	  that	  spiritual	  relationship	  you	  will	  overcome	  loneliness.

D = Discipline
God’s discipline, sated with love, is our wake up call to righteousness. A renewed mind can’t grasp the 
revelation of righteousness alone; this revelation requires the heart to be awakened by the voice of His 
love. “Today if you will hear My voice…” (Hebrews 3:7-8). To hear with disciplined intent is to not only agree 
that God initiated a covenant with us, but to finally agree to fully and personally receive it. A long persistence 
in the right direction is required if we are going to ’see’ the place to which God calls us to abide. We write 
the vision out of our deep longing to “understand” and then “do” what we see our Father doing.

A = Accountability
Each one of us is accountable for our own personal relationship with God as we bear it in front of others. 
Because we genuinely want to read so we can run with the vision, we surrender to the Holy Spirit and He 
leads us to what helps us sort out our thoughts and let go of what isn’t true; then we can integrate what is 
true into our hearts and lives. Here we begin to learn the freedom of open and honest relationships.

R = Relationship
Our relationship with God is central to everything and everyone. It is intimate, up close, and personal. 
Therefore we are ready to explore ourselves the way God knows us and to drop human judgment in order 
to receive others and encourage them toward the recognition of all God knows them to be. We are 
“response-able” as we proclaim the truth—here as “selves for others.”

C = Community
We need one another; God made us that way. So community is the place all things finally make sense—
where God’s promises are realized—where the corporate ache is filled. As we operate in union with Him 
we lose ourselves and get nothing less than our true selves back. This is when we begin to deeply 
experience our self-giving nature and where “the whole is defined by the sum of its parts.”
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