
48% OF BIRD SPECIES DECLINING GLOBALLY

BirdLife International, a non-pro�t global conservation group, is the o�cial 
Red List Authority for birds.

Wi-Fi network can also be accessed through Mobile App ‘Wi-DOT’, built by RailTel and C-DOT.

Public Data Office (PDO): It will establish, maintain, and operate only WANI compliant Wi-Fi Access Points and deliver broadband 
services to subscribers.

Public Data Office Aggregator (PDOA): It will be an aggregator of PDOs and perform the functions relating to Authorization and 
Accounting.

App Provider: It will develop an App to register users and discover WANI compliant Wi-Fi hotspots in the nearby area and display the 
same within the App.

Central Registry: It will maintain the details of App Providers, PDOAs, and PDOs. 

More threatened bird species (86.4%) are found in tropical than in temperate latitudes.

From India, Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS), Mumbai is BirdLife 
International partner.

Threats a�ecting the greatest number of world’s threatened bird species 
are (in descending order): Agriculture, logging, hunting and trapping, invasive 
alien species, residential and commercial development, and �re and �re 
suppression.

Apart from tropical forests, threat of natural grasslands has been 
particularly worrying for North America, Europe, and India.

Functional role of birds within ecosystems as pollinators, seed-dispersers, ecosystem engineers, scavengers and predators.
Support human endeavours such as sustainable agriculture via pest control besides aiding other animals to multiply.

Maleo Macrocephalon maleo and Vietnamese Crested Argus Rheinardia 
ocellata are added to Critically Endangered (CR). 

The State of the World’s Birds, an annual update from BirdLife International, 
highlighted threat to almost half of the 10,994 recognised extant species of 
birds.

Key �ndings of the report

Importance of birds
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RAILTEL LAUNCHES PRIME MINISTER WI-FI ACCESS NETWORK INTERFACE (PM-WANI) 
SCHEME BASED ACCESS OF ITS WI-FI SERVICES

RailTel, a mini Ratna PSU under Ministry of Railways, has launched PM-WANI scheme based access to its Public Wi-Fi services across 
100 railway stations in 22 states.

PM-WANI, by Department of Telecommunications, aims to elevate wireless internet connectivity in the country by envisaging 
provision of Broadband through Public Wi-Fi Hotspot providers.

PM-WANI eco-system will be operated by different players:

Wi-Fi, or Wireless Fidelity, is a wireless networking technology that gives internet access to devices like desktop computers, laptops, mobile phones, smart TVs etc.

It uses radio frequencies, or radio waves, in frequency bands 2.4GHz to 5GHz to communicate between devices.

Public Wi-Fi: These are the Wi-FI hotspots at public places such as airports, coffee shops, hotels etc.- allowing internet access for free.

Risks associated with public Wi-Fi- Theft of Personal Information, Man-in-the-Middle attacks (form of eavesdropping), Malware distribution, malicious hotspots etc.

About Wi-Fi 



SUPREME COURT (SC) QUES-
TIONS CENTRE’S CHANGING 
STANCE ON MINORITY STATUS 
FOR HINDUS

NON-BANKING FINANCIAL COMPANIES (NBFCS) CAN’T 
BE REGULATED BY STATE ENACTMENTS, SAYS SUPREME 
COURT (SC)
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Cannot accept demand deposits.

Do not form part of payment and 
settlement system and cannot issue 
cheques drawn on itself.

Deposit insurance facility is not 
available to depositors of NBFCs.

NATIONAL DISASTER MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY (NDMA) PANEL SAYS DO NOT ALLOW 
CONSTRUCTION NEAR HIGH FLOOD LEVEL

Although, their activities are akin to 
that of banks, there are few differences 
like NBFCs: 

Promote inclusive growth by catering 
both urban and rural areas.

Lending to infrastructure projects which banks avoid because of their riskier 
nature.

Because of comparatively lower operating costs (than Banks) offer cheaper 
loans to customers.

Such type of rock fall and glacier ice avalanche took place in Alps, Russian Caucasus, Canada, and Nepal.

ISRO may increase the constellation of satellites to capture this kind of event in the future in near real-time.

Create national level Centre for Glacial Research Studies and Management to avoid duplication of efforts in glacier studies.

Religious places, buildings and projects near high flood level should not be allowed, unless cleared by specific study.

Legal framework such as mountain zone regulation, building bye-laws needs to be developed.

As Uttarakhand Himalayas are prone to different types of hazards, therefore there is a need to examine alternative sources of 
energy in the region.

SC was hearing a petition filed by NBFCs to decide whether NBFCs regulated 
by RBI could also be regulated by State enactments such as Kerala Money 
Lenders Act, 1958 and Gujarat Money Lenders Act, 2011.

SC held that state enactments will have no 
application to NBFCs and RBI Act, 1934 
supersedes State enactments.

NBFCs, registered entities under the 
Companies Act, provides bank-like 
financial services such as loans and 
advances; acquisition of shares, bonds etc. 
with no banking licence.

Primarily, NBFCs are regulated and 
governed by RBI. However, some NBFCs 
are regulated by SEBI, IRDAI, National 
Housing Bank etc.

Importance of NFBCs

NDMA panel was formed after a glacier crack in Tapovan-Raini area of Chamoli in Uttrakhand that led to massive flooding of 
Dhauliganga and Alaknanda rivers leading to large-scale damage.

Panel stated that this was the first reported incident of glacier ice and rock having a cascading impact of debris flow in India. 

Panel made certain recommendations to prevent such events in future:

SC expressed disappointment at Central 
Government changing its stances in a plea 
seeking framing of guidelines for minority 
status for Hindus in states where they are 
numerically less.

First affidavit filed by Ministry of Minority 
Affairs (MoMA) stated that it is for the 
concerned States to take a call on the matter.

However, latest affidavit stated that Centre 
has the power to notify minorities but wider 
consultations are needed on the issue.

Minority status in India

Benefits of getting minority status

Constitution does not define the word 
Minority and only refers to Minorities, rights 
of the minorities have been spelt out under 
Article 29 and 30.

However, Centre, using National 
Commission for Minorities Act, 1992, has 
declared Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, 
Buddhists, Jains and Zoroastrians as 
'minority'.

In TMA Pai Case, 2002, SC held that 
linguistic and religious minority are 
determined by taking state as a unit and 
not by taking into consideration the 
population of country as a whole.

Minority communities’ avail exclusive 
schemes run by MoMA.

Freedom to run educational institutions 
and trusts.
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MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST & CLIMATE CHANGE (MOEFCC) LEADS INDIAN 
DELEGATION AT COP-15 ON COMBATING DESERTIFICATION

COP15 theme, ‘Land. Life. Legacy: From scarcity to prosperity', is a call to action to 
ensure land, lifeline on this planet, continues to benefit present and future generations.
At COP-15, 197 parties will discuss drought, land restoration, and related enablers such as land rights, gender equality and youth 
empowerment.

In 2019, India had hosted COP-14 of UNCCD and made commitment to restore 26 million hectares of degraded land by 2030.
COP-14 theme- ‘Restore land, Sustain future’.

It is the sole legally binding international agreement to address desertification and the effects of drought.
It addresses arid, semi-arid, and dry sub-humid areas, known as drylands, where some of the most vulnerable ecosystems and 
peoples can be found.
Permanent secretariat is located in Bonn, Germany.

Fifteenth session of Conference of the Parties (COP-15) of United Nations Convention to 
Combat Desertification (UNCCD) has begun in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire.

COP15 will bring together leaders from governments, private sector, civil society and other key stakeholders from around the 
world to drive progress in future sustainable management of land. 

UNCCD, was adopted in 1994 to protect and restore our land and ensure a safer, just, and more sustainable future. 

Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) amends norms for draft filing fees for InvITs for initial 
offer and rights issue.
InvITs is a Collective Investment Scheme similar to mutual funds, which enables direct investment 
of small amounts of money from individual/institutional investors in infrastructure to earn a small 
portion of the income as return.
It is regulated by the SEBI (Infrastructure Investment Trusts) Regulations, 2014.
These are similar to real estate investment trusts (REITs) which allows individuals to invest in 
large-scale, income-producing real estate.

Infrastructure 
investment trusts 

(InvITs)

According to recent order by Supreme court, lenders can initiate insolvency proceedings against 
promoters, directors and chairman who have signed personal guarantees on corporate loans 
even if CIRP has not been initiated, pending or concluded.
About CIRP -
It is the process of resolving the corporate insolvency of a corporate debtor in accordance with the 
provisions of Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code.
It may be initiated by a financial creditor, an operational creditor and corporate applicant of 
corporate debtor.
The minimum amount of default for initiating CIRP is ₹ 1 crore. 
National Company Law Tribunal is the associated appellate authority.

Corporate Insolvency 
Resolution Process 

(CIRP)

State Election 
Commissions

Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), NITI Aayog launched AIM-PRIME Playbook to help academicians 
launch deep-tech spin-offs.
AIM PRIME is aimed at promoting early-stage science-based, deep technology ideas to market 
through training and guidance using a blended learning curriculum.

Focus Areas: Science-based, knowledge-intensive, deep technology entrepreneurship.
Supported by: Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF) and Office of Principal Scientific Advisor.
Implemented by: Venture Center - a non-profit technology business incubator.

AIM PRIME (Programme for 
Researchers in Innovation, 

Market Readiness and 
Entrepreneurship)

India & UNCCD
India is a signatory to UNCCD. 
MoEFCC is nodal Ministry that oversees the 
implementation of Convention in country.

SC has recently highlighted that the SEC cannot skip its constitutional obligation to conduct polls 
to Local Bodies every five years.
About SEC

The conduct of all elections to the panchayats (Article 243K) and the municipalities (Article 
243ZA) is vested in the commission.

His conditions of service and tenure of office are also determined by governor. 
He shall not be removed from the office except in the manner and on the grounds prescribed 
for the removal of a judge of the state high court.

It consists of a state election commissioner to be appointed by the governor.
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Nabinchandra sen - 175th birth anniversaryBabu Veer Kunwar Singh (1777-1858)

Avanaddha Vadya (membranophones or percussion instruments) producing sound by a stretch 
membrane. E.g. Damaru, Nagara.
Ghan Vadya (idiophones or solid instruments) producing sound through vibration. E.g. Bell, 
Portal, Chimta.
Sushir Vadya (aerophones or wind instruments) producing sound by wind. E,g, Flute, 
Harmonium.
Tat Vadya (chordophones or stringed instruments) producing sound by way of vibration strings. 
E.g. Sarangi, Saraswati Veena, Santoor.

Santoor Maestro Pandit Shivkumar Sharma, an Indian Classical Musician and a Padma Vibhushan 
recipient, recently passed away.
Indian Classical musical instruments are classified into four groups by Bharat Muni in Natya 
Shastra (around 400-200 BC) as:

Santoor Maestro Pandit 
Shivkumar Sharma

Ministry of Information and Broadcasting has notified a fresh list of sporting events of national 
importance.

These are notified under Sports Broadcasting Signals (Mandatory Sharing with Prasar Bharati) Act.

Following events are declared as events of national importance: all Olympics Games, 
Commonwealth Games and Asian Games, various sports events like cricket, tennis, hockey, football, 
badminton, Kabaddi, etc.

Act mandates the broadcasting rights holders of these sporting events to share live feed with 
public broadcaster Prasar Bharati.

Events of national 
importance

World Meteorological 
Organization (WMO).

National technology day

Recently, Supreme Court directed the Rajasthan and Gujarat power producers to install bird 
diverters to protect endangered Great Indian Bustard and Lesser Florican.
Lesser Florican (Sypheotides indicus), also known as Kharmor, is a small and gracile bustard of the 
bustard family.
It is endemic to India and mainly found in grasslands, scrubby fields and select agricultural 
matrices in parts of Rajasthan, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra.

IUCN Status: Critically Endangered
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Protected under Schedule I 

Lesser Florican

Gallantry awards

President conferred Shaurya Chakra awards to armed forces personnel.
About Gallantry awards

These are announced twice in a year: on Republic Day and Independence Day.
Gallantry Awards are classified into two Categories:

Order of precedence: Param Vir Chakra, Ashoka Chakra, Mahavir Chakra, Kirti Chakra,Vir Chakra 
and Shaurya Chakra.

Gallantry Awards have been instituted to honour the acts of bravery and sacrifice of the 
officers/personnel of Armed Forces, other lawfully constituted Forces and civilians.

Gallantry Other than in the Face of Enemy: Ashoka Chakra, Kirti Chakra, Shaurya Chakra.
Gallantry in the Face of Enemy: Param Vir Chakra, Mahavir Chakra, Vir Chakra.

According to new climate update by WMO, there is a 50:50 chance of the annual average global 
temperature temporarily reaching 1.5 °C above the pre-industrial level for at least one of the 
next five years.

About WMO:
This was published by the Global Annual to Decadal Climate Update (under WMO).

It is an international organisation dedicated to international cooperation and coordination on 
the state and behaviour of the Earth’s atmosphere, interaction with the land and oceans etc.
It is a specialized agency of the United Nations (UN) with 193 Member States.

It is celebrated on May 11 every year, marking the efforts that led to the successful Pokhran tests in 
1998. 

About Pokhran: In 1974, India conducted its first nuclear test, codenamed “Smiling Buddha”, at 
Pokhran in Rajasthan.

Second test was conducted in 1998 with code name Operation Shakti.


