
PM ADDRESSES 4TH EDITION OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON DISASTER 
RESILIENT INFRASTRUCTURE (ICDRI)

ICDRI is an annual international conference of CDRI in partnership with 

member countries, organizations and institutions to strengthen the global 

discourse on disaster and climate resilient infrastructure, with an 

emphasis on human-cantered approaches.

Announced by the Indian Prime Minister at the UN Climate Action 

Summit 2019 held in New York, USA.

It is led and managed by national governments, where knowledge is 

generated and exchanged on different aspects of disaster resilience of infrastructure.

It aims to promote the resilience of infrastructure systems to climate and disaster risks, thereby ensuring sustainable 

development.

Resilient Infrastructure Marketplace promotes and strengthens opportunities for both public and private sector to engage in best 

practices in disaster and climate resilient infrastructure.

Headquarter- New Delhi, India.

Members- 25 countries and seven international organisations.

Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) in partnership with 

United States Agency for International Development (USAID) has 

commenced the ICDRI 2022.

CDRI is a multi-stakeholder global partnership of national governments, 

UN agencies and programmes, multilateral development banks, etc.

The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 also recognised Disaster Resilient Infrastructure and gave four 

specific targets (see image).
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76% OF PRISONERS ARE UNDERTRIALS; THE RATIO IS HIGHEST IN DELHI, J&K
As per the NCRB data 2020, Delhi and Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) have the 

highest ratio of undertrials in jails at 91%, followed by Bihar and Punjab at 

85%, and Odisha at 83%.

Other findings

Initiatives taken by Government to ameliorate the issues faced by 

Undertrials 

About 27% of all undertrials were found to be illiterate, and 41% had 

dropped out before Class X.

Of all undertrials, 76% were charged with offences under the Indian 

Penal Code, while the rest were charged under Special and Local Laws 

(SLL) which includes the Arms Act, Narcotics Drug and Psychotropic 

Substances Act and Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act among others. 

Fast and Secure Transmission of Electronic Records (FASTER) scheme by which the court would instantly, directly, securely and 

electronically transmit bail and other orders to the jail authorities, district courts and the High Court. 

National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) had launched a web application to facilitate the undertrial prisoners for providing them 

with free legal services. 

Fast Track Courts (FTCs) were established. 

About 30% of all undertrials remain in jail for over a year while 65% 

don’t get released before three months.



CENTRE RELEASES INDIA’S 
CIVIL REGISTRATION SYSTEM 
(CRS) REPORT FOR 2020

40 MILLION MORE PUSHED INTO ACUTE HUNGER IN 
2021: UNITED NATIONS (UN)
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The United 

Nations defines 

"acute food 

insecurity" as 

when a person's 

inability to 

consume 

adequate food 

puts their lives or 

livelihoods in 

immediate 

danger. 

It is hunger that 

can lead to 

famine and 

widespread 

death.

SUBMARINE TECH THAT INDIA WANTS

Three main drivers

for food 

insecurity are conflict, climate change and economic crises. 

Grim outlook for 2022 as acute food insecurity is expected to deteriorate 

further due to war in Ukraine and its impact on global food, energy and 

fertiliser prices and supplies.

Need for greater prioritisation of smallholder agriculture as a frontline 

humanitarian response, to overcome access constraints.

Achieve food security and improved nutrition using a 3x3 approach.

GNAFC was founded by the European Union, FAO and World Food 

Programme (WFP) at 2016 World Humanitarian Summit to prevent, prepare 

for, and respond to food crises and support Sustainable Development 

Goal to End Hunger (SDG 2).

AIP is a technology for conventional, i.e. non-nuclear submarines.

AIP allows a conventional submarine to remain submerged for much longer period (fortnight) than ordinary diesel-electric 

submarines.

The goal is to produce 24 conventional submarines by 2030 (now been reduced to 18). 

The first part is the construction of P 75, and it is currently being built. 

Sixth annual Global Report on Food Crises (GRFC 2022) is released by Global 

Network Against Food Crises (GNAFC).

France’s Naval Group has declined the bid for Navy’s P-75 India (P-75I) project as it does not use Air-Independent Propulsion (AIP) 

system.

P-75I, is part of 30-year submarine building plan that ends in 2030. 

Other two are INS Vagir and Vagsheer.

Scorpene submarines can undertake multifarious types of missions i.e. 

anti-surface warfare, anti-submarine warfare, intelligence gathering, mine laying, 

area surveillance etc.

Report provides an overview of the working of 

the CRS in the country and presents a 

compilation of data on registered births, 

deaths, infant deaths and still births with 

rural-urban & sex-wise break-up and sex ratio 

at birth based on Civil Registration Records. 

CRS presents a count of registered births and 

deaths, while Sample Registration System 

(SRS) provides an estimate of the total number 

births and deaths. 

Recommendation

Key Findings

With the enactment of the Act, registration 

of births, deaths and stillbirths has 

become mandatory in India. 

By the time P-75I is completed under the 30-year project, India is projected to have six diesel-electric, six AIP-powered, and 

six nuclear attack submarines (yet to be built). 

Project - 75 includes construction of six submarines of Scorpene (diesel-electric) design. Four of them, Kalvari, Khanderi, 

Karanj, and Vela, have already been delivered to the Navy and commissioned.

Births and deaths are registered only at 

the place of their occurrence. 

Births and deaths are to be reported 

within 21 days of occurrence of the 

event. 

Registration of birth and death is done 

under a central Act “Registration of Birth 

and Death Act (RBD), 1969”. 

Registration of birth is a right of every 

child and is the first step towards 

establishing her/his legal identity. 

The Registrar General, India (RGI) at the 

Central Government level coordinates and 

unifies the activities of registration 

throughout the country. However, 

implementation of the statute is vested 

with the state governments. 

Key findings

Death registrations increased by 4.75 lakh in the 

year 2020 as compared to 2019 with total 

registered deaths at 81.16 lakh.

11 states and UTs registered more than 90% of 

all deaths.
Registered 2.42 crores births in 2020, decreased 

from 2.48 crores in 2019, with 52% Male and 

48% Female.

Ladakh recorded highest sex ratio at birth 

across India, followed by Arunachal Pradesh 

and Andaman and Nicobar.
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2nd India-Nordic 

Summit

India and Nordic countries 2nd India-Nordic Summit at Copenhagen, after the 1st summit of 2018 in 

Stockholm.

Nordic countries represent the five countries of Nordic region, i.e., Denmark, Norway, Sweden, 

Finland and Iceland.

The principal focus of discussion and partnership was on Blue Economy, Renewable energy- 

investment avenues, Health sector etc.

It also includes Faroe Islands and Greenland as part of the Kingdom of Denmark, and Aland 

which is part of Finland.

It also focus on the India-Nordic cooperation in the Arctic region.

Sealed cover 

jurisprudence

It is a practice used by the Supreme Court and lower courts, of asking for or accepting information 

from government agencies in sealed envelopes that can only be accessed by judges.

Need

No specific law does define the doctrine of sealed cover.

Protect the dignity of survivors of sexual assaults or child abuse which may affect their future life.

Issues

Against the Principles of Transparency and Accountability:

Obstruction to Fair Trial and Adjudication

If the matter pertained to the Official Secrets Act.

Protect the ongoing investigation.

As per Central Pollution Control Board, smog towers are not final solution to pollution.

Smog towers are structures designed as large-scale air purifiers to reduce air pollution.

Smog is dirty brown haze that hangs over skylines of major cities.

India’s first 'smog tower’ is in Connaught Place, Delhi.

China has world’s largest smog tower (60-metre high).

Shigella bacteria

Kerala seeks to contain Shigella spread.

Shigella is a genus of bacteria that causes an infection called shigellosis. 

Shigellosis is a gastrointestinal infection caused by one of four species of Shigella bacteria, 

including S. sonnei. 

It is second leading cause of bacterial diarrhea worldwide and third leading cause of death in 

children less than 5 years old.

Transmitted through contaminated food or water, or through person-to-person contact.

Endemic in most low- or middle-income countries (LMICs).

No vaccines available for shigellosis.

E- band

Broadband, tech and WiFi players opposes to give E band exclusively to Telcos.

The waveguide E band is the range of radio frequencies from 60 GHz to 90 GHz in the 

electromagnetic spectrum.

E-band is a major solution of 5G's microwave transmission.

Smog towers

Pradhan Mantri garib 

Kalyan Ann Yojana 

(PMGKAY)

The Centre has reduced wheat allocation (replenished by rice) to some states and UTs under the 

PMGKAY till September 2022.

PMGKAY is a free food grain scheme launched in 2020 by the centre.

It provides 5kg of free food grains per month to over 80 crore beneficiaries of the National 

Food Security Act (NFSA).

The scheme can be availed through the One Nation One Ration Card (ONORC) plan.

It is in addition to the subsidised ration provided under the NFSA to families covered under the 

Public Distribution System (PDS).



National Anti-Profiteering 

Authority (NAA)
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The NAA has begun processing complaints against pharmacies, drug retailers and hospitals who 

overcharged during Covid-19 pandemic.

NAA is a statutory mechanism under GST law to check these unfair profiteering activities by the 

registered suppliers.

Under the sunset clause, the tenure of NAA was 2 years but the GST Council can extend it.

Under Section 171 of the Central Goods and Services Act, 2017, Profiteering is defined as the 

wilful action of goods and services suppliers to not pass the benefit of any tax rate reduction or 

the input tax credit to the recipients.

Unique Disability ID 

The Union Social Justice and Empowerment Ministry has asked states to speed up implementation of 

UDID for Persons with Disabilities (PwD) in the 75 districts across India.

Initiated by: Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities.

Purpose: To create a National Database on PwDs and a holistic end-to-end integrated system for 

issuance of UDID for ensuring uniformity and encouraging transparency, efficiency and ease of 

delivering the government benefits to PwD.

UDID is the unique disability identity to be issued to each PwD under the Unique ID for Persons with 

Disabilities project.

Babu Veer Kunwar Singh (1777-1858)

Shri Hemwati Nandan Bahuguna (25 April 1919 – 17 March 1989)

He was an Indian National Congress leader and former Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh.

Born in Bughani, Pauri Garhwal, Uttarakhand in a Garhwali Brahmin family.

He joined freedom movement at young age of seventeen and was imprisoned and tortured by 

British authorizes for his role in Quit India movement.

Worked for underprivileged sections of society.

Values- Freedom fighter, principled politician, Gandhian values and astute administrator.
Personality in news


