
ETHANOL BLEND IN PETROL TO BE RAISED TO 20% IN 3 YEARS BY 2025

India has already achieved 9.99% ethanol blending as of May 2022, and it is projected to be reached 10% by the end of the 
�nancial year 2022.

Ethanol is an organic compound Ethyl Alcohol and has a higher octane number than gasoline, hence improving the petrol octane 
number.

A 10% blending of petrol does not require major changes to 
engines but a 20% blend could require some changes and may 
even drive up the prices of vehicles.

More land needs to be diverted for water-intensive crops 
such as sugar cane. This may reduce the actual reduction in 
emissions.

Since ethanol contains oxygen, it is supposed to help in complete combustion of fuel, resulting in lower emissions.

Saving ₹30,000 crore of foreign exchange per year,

Increased energy security,

Lowered carbon emissions, 

Better use of damaged foodgrain

Increased farmers’ incomes etc,

Union Cabinet approved amendments to the National Policy on Biofuels, 2018, to advance the target years by which fuel companies 
have to increase the percentage of ethanol in petrol to 20%, from 2030 to 2025.

Ethanol-blended petrol

Benefits of advancing the goal: 

Concerns
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NAS 2021 was conducted via an OMR-based achievement test in 22 different languages.

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION (MOE) RELEASES NATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT SURVEY (NAS) 
2021 REPORT

About NAS

Key findings

Significance of NAS

It is the largest nationwide, sample-based education survey in India conducted to provide feedback on student learning at 
District, State and National levels.
It is undertaken by the Department of School Education and Literacy (MoE) with CBSE as the conducting organisation (for NAS 
2021) and NCERT designing its framework and tools.

It is conducted for Grades 3, 5, 8 and 10 covering three curricular subjects of 
Grade 3 and 5, four subjects for Grade 8 and five subjects for Grade 10.
It covers State government schools, government aided schools, private 
unaided schools and Central Government schools.

Dip in performance levels across subjects and grades. 
78% students find learning at home during pandemics burdensome with 24% 
lacking access to digital devices at home.

Provide a measure of student achievement at district, state and National level.
Provide inputs for policy planning and designing pedagogical interventions to improve quality and ensure equity in learning.

18% Children’s mother cannot read or write.
7% Schools are facing teacher’s absenteeism.

Introduced in 2018, it is aimed at reducing dependence on 
imports by encouraging fuel blending.
With bioethanol, biodiesel and bioCNG in focus, its key parts 
include: 

Policy also allows usage of excess rice or damaged foodgrains 
as feedstock for ethanol production.

Ethanol Blending Programme (EPB), 
Production of second generation ethanol (derived from forest 
and agricultural residues), 

R&D in feedstock, which is the starting material for ethanol 
production, 
Financial incentives for achieving these goals.

Increasing capacity for production of fuel additives, 

National Policy on Biofuels, 2018

Related information

Annual Status of Education Report (ASER)
ASER is another large-scale learning 
assessment started by NGO Pratham in 2005.
ASER is an annual household-based survey 
covering all the rural districts. It covers all 
children, including dropouts or those who have 
never been to school, to identify: 

Schooling status of all children age 3-16, 
and Basic reading and basic arithmetic 
ability of all children age 5-16.



SUPREME COURT (SC) RECOG-
NISES SEX WORK AS PROFESSION

ALL THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE GOODS AND 
SERVICE TAX (GST) COUNCIL ARE NOT BINDING ON 
THE UNION AND STATES: SC

VISIONIAS
SC has issued directions under Article 142 
(discretionary power to the SC, to do complete 
juctice in any cause or matter pending before 
it) to make conditions conducive for sex 
workers to live with dignity as per Article 21.

Directions from SC

No police interference or criminal action 
against adult and consenting sex workers.

No separation of child from mother 
merely on the ground that she is in sex 
trade.

Media should not publish their pictures 
or reveal their identity while reporting 
rescue operations.

Centre and States must involve sex 
workers or their representatives to 
reform laws.

UIDAI to provide Aadhaar cards to sex 
workers even if they are unable to furnish 
residence proof.

GOVERNMENT FLAGGED LOW SCORE IN WORLD BANK’S WORLDWIDE GOVERNANCE 
INDICATORS (WGI)

Parliament and the State legislatures possess simultaneous power to 
legislate on GST.
Article 246A (power to make laws with respect to GST) does not envisage a 
repugnancy provision to resolve the inconsistencies between the Central 
and the State laws on GST.
GST Council is not merely a constitutional body restricted to the indirect tax 
system in India but is also an important focal point to foster federalism and 
democracy.

As per the 101st 
Constitution 
Amendment Act, 
2016, every decision 
of the GST Council 
has to be taken by a 
majority of not less 
than three-fourths 
of the weighted 
votes of the 
members present.

The vote of the central government has a weightage of one-third of the 
total votes cast, and the votes of all the state governments taken together 
have a weightage of two-thirds of the total votes cast in that meeting.

However, in case of any disagreements, the Centre may bring its support 
below the three-fourths majority that is needed for the passage of a 
decision.

These data sources include the think tanks, survey agencies and international media such as Freedom House, Economist 
Intelligence Unit etc. which can lead to downgrading of sovereign rating.

WGI reports aggregate and individual governance indicators for over 
200 countries and territories over the period 1996–2020.

It is based on 6 dimensions of governance combining views of a large 
number of enterprise, citizen and expert survey respondents in industrial 
and developing countries. 

Such methodologies have an issue like over weightage to a particular 
indicator, using inappropriate statistical/mathematical models, comparison of 
the past performance of a country without incorporating significant inputs, 
use of a subjective approach to quantify other objective measures etc.

SC recently defined the roles of the GST Council, the Centre and the 
states, and their interplay in the GST regime.

SC judgement on GST framework

GST Law decisions

In an analysis of the World Bank’s WGI, a key input for India’s sovereign ratings, India’s scores were “much below” its peers on all 
counts.

Earlier, other reports also flagged such downgrading like WHO's a methodology 
to estimate Covid-19 mortalities, Economic Intelligence Unit showed India’s 
rank fell from 27 in 2014 to 51 in 2019 and Global hunger Index 2021, ranked  
India at the 101st position out of 116 countries.

About WGI

It is issued by the National AIDS 
Control Organization (NACO) or the 
State Health Department.

Problems faced by sex workers: They suffer 
violence, criminalisation and 
marginalisation, at a higher risk of 
contracting HIV, etc.
Legal Position of Sex Work in India: Under 
IPC, Voluntary sex work or prostitution is not 
considered illegal but pimping, owning and 
running a brothel is unlawful under the 
Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956.

Other Initiatives for sex worker

Resettlement Scheme for Sex Workers

‘Ujjawalla’ scheme for prevention, rescue, 
rehabilitation, reintegration, and repatriation 
of sex workers

National Network of Sex Workers (NNSW) 

6 dimensions of governance under WGI
Voice and Accountability.
Political Stability and Absence of Violence/Terrorism.
Government Effectiveness.
Regulatory Quality.
Rule of Law.
Control of Corruption.

About GST Council
The GST Council (under Article 279A (1))  is a 
constitutional body to advise and recommend 
on GST issues.
GST Council is a joint forum of the Centre and the 
States, consist of the following members: -

Union Finance Minister – Chairperson.
The Union Minister of State, in-charge of 
Revenue of finance – Member.
The Minister In-charge of finance or taxation 
or any other Minister nominated by each State 
Government – Member.
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Technical Barriers to Trade 
(TBT)

EX Bongosagar

National Creche Scheme 
(NCS)

PARAM PORUL

Registered Unrecognised 
Political Parties (RUPPs)

Recently, the Indian Government representative has been made the chair of WTO’s committee on 
Technical Barriers on Trade (TBT).
TBT refers to mandatory technical regulations and voluntary solutions that define specific 
characteristics that a product should have such as its shape, size, design, packaging etc.
WTO’s agreement on TBT is a preventive instrument which aims to ensure that such measures are 
non-discriminatory and do not create unnecessary obstacles to trade.
TBT Committee work involves two broad areas: Review of specific measures and strengthening 
implementation of the TBT Agreement.

3rd edition of Indian Navy  – Bangladesh Navy Bilateral Exercise ‘Bongosagar’ commenced at 
Port Mongla in Bangladesh.

PARAM PORUL is a state-of the art Supercomputer at NIT Tiruchirappalli under Phase 2 of 
National Supercomputing Mission (NSM).
Majority of the components used to build PARAM PORUL have been manufactured and 
assembled within the country.

It is based on Direct Contact Liquid Cooling technology to obtain a high power usage 
effectiveness and thereby reducing the operational cost.

Under NSM, till date 15 supercomputers have been installed across the nation with a computing 
capacity of 24 petaflops.

PARAM Shivay was the first Supercomputer assembled indigenously.

The Election Commission of India recently initiated “graded action” against more than 2,100 
RUPPs for flouting Section 29 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 under which they are 
mandated to

RUPPs are either  newly registered parties or those which have not secured enough percentage 
of votes in the assembly or  general elections to become a state party, or those which have never 
contested elections since being registered.

Communicate to the ECI any changes in address of head office (Section 29A(9))
Furnish contribution reports (Under Section 29 C).

First Movers Coalition

India has joined the First Movers Coalition Steering Board.
It was launched by the US and World Economic Forum (WEF) at COP26 in Glasgow, Scotland.

It is ‘a global initiative harnessing the purchasing power of companies to decarbonize seven 
“hard to abate” industrial sectors’.

It seeks to commercialize zero-carbon technologies and to scale up critical emerging 
technologies essential for the Net-Zero Transition.

This includes Aluminum, Aviation, Chemicals, Concrete, Shipping, Steel, and Trucking sector 
accounting for 30% of global emissions.

As per Ministry of Women and Child Development (MWCD), there has been lack of fund for NCS.
About the NCS

MWCD is implementing the NCS to provide day care facilities to children (age group of 6 
months to 6 years) of working mothers.
It was previously known as the Rajiv Gandhi National Creche Scheme for the children of working 
mothers.
Scheme provides an integrated package of the following services:

Day-care Facilities including Sleeping Facilities
Supplementary Nutrition (to be locally sourced)
Growth Monitoring
Health Check-up and Immunization



Network slicing

Magnetron
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Nabinchandra sen - 175th birth anniversary

Kherson Region (Ukraine)

The uniqueness of 5G networks tailoring to specific use cases will be in direct contradiction to net 
neutrality laws in India, if network slicing and differentiated experiences are offered on the 
network.

Network slicing is a network configuration that allows multiple networks (virtualized and 
independent) to be created on top of a common physical infrastructure. 

Each “slice” or portion of the network can be allocated based on the specific needs of the application, 
use case or customer.

This configuration has become an essential component of the overall 5G architectural landscape. 

Babu Veer Kunwar Singh (1777-1858)

Government has announced financial support for development and commercialisation of Indigenous 
S Band Tunable Magnetron for Particle Accelerators with capability to treat even a 2 mm brain 
tumor.

Uses: It can be used for Non-Destructive Testing of materials, in Radiation Therapy Machines for 
Cancer Treatment, Radars etc.

Magnetron is a high-powered vacuum tube that works as a self-excited microwave oscillator. 

It is developed by the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research-Central Electronics 
Engineering Research Institute (CSIR-CEERI).

HD 3443

Indian Agricultural Research Institute have developed the country’s first soft wheat variety named 
Pusa Soft Wheat 1 (HD 3443).

Russia has installed a new administration 
and started to introduce the Rouble as a 
currency in Kherson Region of Ukraine.

Adjacent to Crimea (annexed by Russia in 
2014), Kherson region lies in Southern 
Ukraine on west bank of River Dnieper.

In 1778, it became the first naval base 
and shipyard of the Russian Navy on the 
Black Sea Coast. 


