
MINISTRY OF HOUSING AND URBAN AFFAIRS (MOHUA) LAUNCHES SWACHH SURVEK-
SHAN (SS) 2023 UNDER SWACHH BHARAT MISSION URBAN (SBM-U) 2.0

MoHUA has launched the 8th edition of SS survey 2023 with the theme of ‘Waste to Wealth’. 

About SS-2023

Key Provisions of Rules
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Service Level Progress - Covers Segregated collection, Processing, and disposal, 

Used water management, and Safaimitra Suraksha.

Certification - For Garbage Free City star rating and ODF/ODF+/ODF++/water + 

certification.

Citizens’ voice -Through feedback, grievance redressal, engagement, etc.

Key terms

DRAFT E-WASTE MANAGEMENT RULES SPECIFY RECYCLING TARGETS, ‘TRADING’ IN 
CERTIFICATES

It is aligned with SBMU 2.0’s commitment to promoting circularity in waste 

management and focuses on the vision of 'garbage free' cities.

SS, introduced by MoHUA in 2016, is the world’s largest annual survey of 

cleanliness, hygiene and sanitation in villages, cities and towns across India.

Additional weightage has been given to source segregation of waste, 

enhancement of waste processing capacity of cities and reduction of waste 

going to dumpsites.

Assessment of cities will be on dedicated indicators on issues of ‘open urination’ (Yellow Spots) and ‘open spitting’ (Red Spots), 

being faced by cities.

Ranking of Wards within cities is being promoted through SS 2023.

Evaluation for SS-23 is based on 3 components:

Recently, the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) placed these rules in the public domain for comments.

Draft E Waste Management Rules bring into effect a system of trading in certificates, akin to carbon credits, that will allow 

companies to temporarily shore up shortfalls.

It is brought under powers conferred to Central Government 

under the Environment (Protection) Act of 1986, and it will 

supersede the 2016 rules and their amendments.

E-waste Recycling Targets: At least 60% of the quantity of 

waste generation as indicated in EPR plan by 2022-23; 70% by 

2023-24 and 80% from 2024-25 onwards.

It covers manufacturer, producer, recycler and refurbishers under the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Framework; who 

shall register with Central Pollution Control board (CPCB).

Steering Committee headed by Chairman of Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) will oversee overall implementation of 

regulations.

It adds Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) in the list of authorities with responsibility to issue refurbished products standards.

It lays out a system of companies securing Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) certificates. 

EPR is policy approach under which producers are given a significant 

responsibility – financial/physical – for treatment or disposal of 

post-consumer products.

'e-waste' means electrical and electronic equipment, whole or in part 

discarded as waste, as well as rejects from manufacturing, refurbishment 

and repair processes.

Key objectives of Swachh Survekshan

Annual urban sanitation survey conducted by 
MoHUA through a 3rd Party Assessment Agency

Objectives

101 02

03 04

Encourage large scale 

citizen participation and 

create awareness about 

importance of Swachhata

Improved sanitation 

services delivery by cities to 

its citizens

SBM-U 2.0, launched in 2021, focus on source segregation of solid waste, ensures grey and black water (used water) management 

in all cities other than those covered under AMRUT.

In 2012, India first introduced EPR to manage e-waste.
It extended EPR to plastic manufacturers after Plastic Waste 

Management Rules 2016 (PWMR) were notified in 2016.



It is undertaken by IIIT Hyderabad and 

supported by the Department of Science 

and Technology (DST). 

It is under DST’s National Mission on 

Interdisciplinary Cyber-Physical Systems 

(NM-ICPS) 

Provides solution to address potential 

road accidents in quick, accurate, and 

inexpensive way.

Predict and identify risks on road, and 

collision alert system to communicate 

timely alerts to drivers.

Identify ‘grey spots’, i.e., by data and 

mobility analysis by continuously monitoring 

dynamic risks on entire road network.

Reduce road accident deaths by 50% by year 

2024.

By 2030, all countries have national laws to 

restrict or prohibit use of mobile phones 

while driving.

By 2030, all countries accede to one or 

more of core road safety-related UN legal 

instruments.

AI-BASED IRASTE TO MAKE 
ROADS IN INDIA SAFER TO DRIVE

4TH QUAD LEADERS’ TOKYO SUMMIT 2022 CONCLUDED 
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It will include sharing of space-based civil Earth observation data and a 

"Quad Satellite Data Portal” to aggregate links to respective national 

satellite data resources.

Also, promote debt 

sustainability and 

transparency through 

Quad Debt 

Management Resource 

Portal.

NM-ICPS aims to create a strong 

foundation and a seamless ecosystem for 

CPS technologies by coordinating and 

integrating nationwide efforts 

encompassing knowledge generation, 

human resource development, research, etc. 

Grey spots are locations on roads, which 

left unaddressed could become 

blackspots (locations with fatal accidents).

CURBS ON SUGAR EXPORT; DUTY-FREE IMPORT OF SUNFLOWER, SOYBEAN OIL TO 
CONTROL INFLATION

Renewing their steadfast commitment to a free and open Indo-Pacific, the 4th 

QUAD Summit reaffirmed QUAD members resolve to uphold the 

international-rules based order.

Key highlights of  4th QUAD Summit

In a bid to ease the inflationary pressure, the government has: 

The current food inflation is due to various reasons, especially from Supply Shocks 

such as- 

Though surplus in foodgrains and sugar, India is dependent on imports of a 

number of commodities such as edible oils to meet the demand and supply gaps.

Other steps taken to control food Inflation: 

Exempted customs duty and agriculture infrastructure development cess on 

import of crude soybean and sunflower for next 2 years.

Normalization of demand posts Covid-19 pandemic with limited production due to 

multiple factors like bad weather, raw material/ input shortage, labour shortage etc.

Therefore, the impact of global rise in commodity prices is felt in India as well. 

Excise Duty cuts on petrol and diesel,

Curbs on private wheat exports.

It adds to the burden on common man's pocket (decreased purchasing power), 

reduces savings, etc.

Export curbs by various nations. E.g. temporary ban on Palm Oil exports by Indonesia.

Rising oil prices and other inputs /feed ingredients.

Russia-Ukraine war etc.

Limited Sugar exports to 10 million MT for the current season.

Quad nations agreed to create an Earth observation-based monitoring and 

sustainable development framework to combat illegal, unregulated and 

unprotected (IUU) fishing.

To extend over 50 billion 

USD of infrastructure 

assistance and investment 

in the Indo-Pacific, over the 

next five years.

Strengthen the capacities of 

countries in need to cope 

with debt issues under the 

G20 Common Framework. 

Launched Quad Climate 

Change Adaptation and 

Mitigation Package 

(Q-CHAMP) with mitigation 

and adaptation as its two themes.

Established Quad Partnership on Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief 

(HADR) in the Indo-Pacific to strengthen collaboration and effectively respond 

to disasters in the region.
To initiate the first-ever Quad Cybersecurity Day to help individuals across Quad, 

the Indo-Pacific region, and beyond to better protect themselves from cyber 

threats.

‘Intelligent Solutions for Road Safety 

through Technology and Engineering’ 

(iRASTE) project is being implemented in 

Nagpur to tackle problem of road accidents.

Significance of iRASTE

Road safety targets

LaneRoadNet (LRNet), new framework with an 

integrated mechanism considering lane and 

road parameters using deep learning, has been 

designed to address problems of Indian roads.

India is signatory to United Nation's Brasilia 

Declaration to reduce road fatalities.

INDIA

JAPAN

U.S.A

About QUAD

Formally the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, 

QUAD is an informal strategic dialogue between 

Australia, India, Japan and USA.

It is meant to deepen economic, diplomatic and 

military ties among the 4 countries.

Quad began as a loose partnership after the 

devastating 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami.

The Quad leaders held their first formal summit 

in 2021.
Steps taken for road safety in India
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CMF is tasked with keeping an eye on the shipping lanes through the Red Sea and Suez 

Canal that connects Europe with Asia.

WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM (WEF) LAUNCHES INDIAN CEOS ALLIANCE FOR "NET-ZERO INDIA"

Alliance will serve as high-level platform to support business leaders in planning and implementing plans and programmes to 

achieve climate targets, including net-zero economic growth.

It is part of WEF’s Climate Action Platform and will work towards achieving the vision outlined in the- “Mission 2070: A Green New 

Deal for a Net Zero India” from WEF.

It will bring together government, businesses and other key stakeholders to achieve Indian Prime Minister's ambitious, five-part 

"Panchamrit" pledge.

India reaching its non-fossil energy capacity to 500 GW by 2030.

Meeting 50% of its energy requirements from renewable energy by 2030.

Reducing total projected carbon emissions by one billion tonnes from now 

onwards till 2030.

Reducing carbon intensity of its economy by less than 45 percent by 2030.

Achieve target of net zero emission by 2070.

WEF announced 'Alliance of CEO Climate Action Leaders India' to supercharge India’s climate action and decarbonisation efforts.

CEO’s alliance can help in overcoming the challenges like climate financing, technological constraints etc by learning from global 

experiences and support in it by turning businesses into Net Zero.

Five elements of 'Panchamrit' includes

Unlike with an active fund, the fund manager does not decide what securities the fund takes on. 
This normally makes passive funds cheaper to invest in comparison to active funds, which require 

the fund manager to spend time researching and analysing opportunities to invest in.

SEBI has issued a circular on passive funds covering matters related to transparency, liquidity and 

operational aspects of exchange-traded funds (ETFs) and index funds.

Passive Funds are investment instruments which replicate a market index or specific market segment. 

E.g. Exchange Traded Funds (ETFs) and Index Funds.

The term "glass cliff" refers to a situation in which women are promoted to higher positions during times 

of crisis, or during a recession when the chance of failure is more likely.

Promoting women to leadership position gives companies someone to blame if she fails to pull the 

company out of its downward spiral.

This phenomenon reinforces stereotypes about women not being ideal in leadership positions.

The term also applies to the challenges faced by minorities /marginalized groups when promoted to 

leadership roles.

iCET was launched recently to facilitate outcome-oriented cooperation in critical and emerging 

technologies.

Other recent Agreements

India-Japan’s recent Areas 

of Cooperation

It is co-led by the National Security Council Secretariat in India and the U.S. National Security Council.

India will join the Combined Military Forces (CMF) as an associate member.

Renewal of Indo-US Vaccine Action Program.

Appreciating growing economic ties between two nations, both nations agreed to jointly work 

towards implementing the decision of 5 trillion yen in public and private investment and 

financing from Japan to India in the next five years.

To boost people-to-people linkages, both nations agreed to scale up the Specified Skilled 

Workers (SSW) programme.

Both nations agreed to deepen cooperation in the area of Clean Energy including green 

hydrogen.

It will help in creating resilient supply chains.

It would forge closer linkages between government, academia and industry in areas such as AI, 

quantum computing, etc.

Passive Funds

Glass cliff

India-US Initiative on 

Critical and Emerging 

Technologies (iCET)

FIFP completed 5 years after abolishment of earlier Foreign Investment Promotion Board (FIPB) in 2017.

FIFP is new online single point interface of Government of India for investors to facilitate 

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI).

It is administered by Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), Ministry 

of Commerce & Industry.

It facilitates single window clearance of applications which are through approval route.
Foreign Investment 

Facilitation Portal (FIFP)

1 2 3 4 5

Mission 2070: A Green New Deal 

for Net Zero India

Low-carbon 

Energy

Green 

Mobility

Modernizing and 

decarbonizing 

energy-intensive 

industries through 

the adoption of green 

technologies and 

standards

Adoption of electric, 

hydrogen, LPG/LNG, 

and other alternative 

green technology-based 

mobility platforms

Accelerated adoption 

of renewable/green 

energy/H2 across India

Promoting green 

cities, energy efficient 

buildings, and 

green construction 

technologies in future 

infrastructure projects 

Decarbonization 

of Energy-Intensive 

Industries

Green Buildings, 

Infrastructure 

and Cities

Sustainable 

Agriculture

Transitioning to 

sustainable methods 

of farming
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Global Travel and Tourism 

Development Index

Recently, 4th edition of India-Bangladesh Navy Bilateral CORPAT exercise commenced in 

Northern Bay of Bengal.

Recently, UNICEF report title: Child Alert, highlighted the issue of severe child wasting due to 

skyrocketing price of life-saving treatments and food.

Key highlights of the report

A child is defined as ‘wasted’ if their weight is too low for their height.

India has the highest number of children under 5 years of age affected by severe wasting.

Globally, 1 in 5 deaths among children under age 5 is attributed to severe wasting, making it 

one of the top threats to child survival.

Ready-to-Use Therapeutic Food (RUTF) can save children with severe wasting.

Released by: World Economic Forum.

Index assesses 117 economies biennially, identifying key factors in enabling the sustainable and 

resilient growth of travel and tourism economies.

India ranked at 54th position out of 117 assessed countries while Japan ranked 1st in the index.

Kolkata became first major metropolitan city to prepare a detailed register of biodiversity i.e. PBR.

Biological Diversity Act (BDA), 2002 has made it mandatory for every local self-governing 

institution in rural and urban areas to constitute Biodiversity Management Committee (BMC) 

within their area of jurisdiction.

Advantages: Provides information on Local Biodiversity Hotspots, Sacred Groves, and Other 

biologically significant areas, locally endemic and endangered Species.

PBR contains comprehensive information on locally available Bio-resources including 

landscape and demography of a particular area or village.

Once constituted, BMC must prepare PBR in consultation with local people.People's Biodiversity 

Register (PBR)

CORPAT exercise

UNICEF Child Alert - 

Severe wasting: An 

overlooked child survival 

emergency report

Places in News

Political & boundaries

The Ministry of External Affairs has confirmed the building of a 

second bridge on the Pangong Tso lake close to 2020 border 

standoff.

Pangong Tso, meaning high grassland lake in Tibetan, is the world's 

highest saltwater lake situated at a height of 4,350 m situated in 

the Himalayan range on India-China Border.

It is an endorheic lake and out of its total length of around 160 km, 

one-third lies in India (Ladakh region) while the remaining 

two-thirds lie in China.

It is known to change colors, appearing blue, green and red at 

different times.

It is a disputed territory between Armenia 

and Azerbaijan.

Conflict- Karabakh Armenians demands 

transferring Karabakh from Soviet Azerbaijan 

to Soviet Armenia.

Geographical features

Mountainous and heavily forested region that under international law is recognised as part of 

Azerbaijan.

Peaks of Karabakh Range culminate in Mount Gyamysh (12,218 feet).

Major river- Kura River.

Nagorno-Karabakh 

Pangong Tso


