
DROUGHT IN NUMBERS, 2022 REPORT RELEASED AT 15TH CONFERENCE OF PARTIES 
(COP15) TO UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION TO COMBAT DESERTIFICATION (UNCCD)

Report analysed droughts and impacts on life and livelihood covering 196 countries. A Global Drought Vulnerability Index was also 

released as part of the assessment.

Key Highlights of the report
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Nearly two-thirds of the country suffered drought during 

2020-2022.

Geographically, India’s drought vulnerability compares 

with that of sub-Saharan Africa.

Severe droughts are estimated to have reduced India’s 

gross domestic product by 2-5 per cent from 1998-2017.

DEPARTMENT OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS (DOT) SIGNS PACT WITH VVDN FOR 5G 
OPEN RADIO ACCESS NETWORK (RAN) TESTING

Telecommunication Engineering Centre, technical arm of DoT, and telecom equipment maker VVDN Technologies have signed a 

pact to set up 5G ORAN to drive research innovation and domestic design and manufacturing.

RAN provides the critical technology to connect users to the mobile 

network over radio waves. It also acts as a bridge to access all the key 

applications on the web.

Idea of Open RAN is to enable operators to mix and match components from different vendors.

Since 2000, number and duration of droughts has risen 29%.

From 1970 to 2019, weather, climate and water hazards 

accounted for 50% of disasters and 45% of disaster-related 

deaths.

Droughts represent 15% of natural disasters but took 

largest human toll from 1970-2019.

From 1998 to 2017, droughts caused global economic losses 

of roughly USD 124 billion.

Over 68% of India is vulnerable to droughts. Also a NITI 

Aayog report highlighted that about two lakh people die in 

India every year due to inadequate water and sanitation.

Pact will facilitate registered start-ups, innovators and MSMEs working in 

field of ORAN to get their product tested at existing lab of VVDN for 

interoperability among Open RAN components.

Current RAN technology is provided as an integrated platform of both 

hardware and software.

Therefore, it is difficult to mix vendors for its different units, and in most 

cases, they come from the same supplier.

Open RAN will create a multi-supplier RAN solution that allows for the separation between hardware and software with open 

interfaces.

In 2022, more than 2.3 billion people face water stress.

India specific findings Global drought-vulnerability index 2022

Natural Deserts

Less vulnerable

More vulnerable

Measures taken to mitigate drought by India

Integrated Watershed Management Programme (IWMP) to 

develop rainfed/degraded areas and wastelands.

National water policy 2012 emphasises on preparedness for 

flood / drought.

Jal Jeevan Mission aims at providing potable water in adequate 

quantity and prescribed quality.

Desertification and Land Degradation Atlas of India by ISRO.

Benefits of Open RAN 



SEBI CONSTITUTES ADVISORY 
PANEL ON ENVIRONMENTAL 
SOCIAL AND GOVERNANCE 
(ESG) RELATED MATTERS

SUPREME COURT (SC) SLAMS GOVT. CLAIM THAT ONLY 
PRESIDENT HAS PARDON POWER
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CONSULTATIONS ON CREATION OF INTEGRATED BATTLE GROUPS(IBG) BEING COM-
PILED: ARMY CHIEF

Punishment or sentence is for an 

offence against a Union Law;

Punishment or sentence is by a 

court martial (military court); and President can pardon sentences 

inflicted by court martial (military 

courts) while governor cannot.

President can pardon death 

sentence while governor cannot. 

Pardon It removes both the 

sentence and the conviction and 

completely absolves the convict.

Commutation: Substitution of 

one form of punishment for a 

lighter form.

Remission: Reducing the period 

of sentence without changing its 

character.

Respite: Awarding a lesser 

sentence in place of one originally 

awarded due to some special fact.

Reprieve: Stay of the execution of 

a sentence (especially that of 

death) for a temporary period.

Sentence is a sentence of death.

IBG is imperative in context of ‘Cold Start Strategy’ that envisages swift deployment of troops on western border within days if a 

situation of a full-blown war arises.

IBGs are brigade-sized, agile, self-sufficient combat formations, which can swiftly launch strikes against adversary.

Each IBG would be based on 3Ts i.e., Threat, Terrain and Task and resources will be allotted respectively. They need to be light so 

they will be low on logistics.

Optimize resource allocation based on 3Ts.

IBG will be located close to their designated area of operation for sharper responses. Depending upon their location, their 

mobilization will not take more than 12 to 24 hours.

Since the composition of IBG will be based on threat perception, planning and rehearsals for all conceivable eventualities will be 

possible for more effective execution.

IBGs are to perform both offensive roles, involving cross-border operations, and defensive roles to withstand an enemy attack.

SC made the observation on Centre’s claim that the President, and not the Tamil 

Nadu Governor, has exclusive power to decide Rajiv Gandhi assassination 

convict A.G. Perarivalan's plea for pardon.

Comparison between Pardoning Power of President and Governor

A holding formation on the Western front and a Strike formation on Northern borders would be converted into IBG.

About Integrated Battle Group

Advantage of IBG

Terms of reference of the panel will include 

enhancements in Business responsibility 

and sustainability report (BRSR), ESG 

ratings and ESG investing.

ESG criteria are a set of standards for a 

company’s operations that socially conscious 

investors use to screen potential 

investments. 

Benefits of ESG 

Status of ESG in India

Article 72 empowers the President 

to grant pardons in all cases where

Pardoning power of the President 

includes:

Under Article 161, governor of a 

state also possesses the pardoning 

power. 

Governor can also grant pardons, 

reprieves, respites and remissions of 

punishment or suspend, remit and 

commute the sentence of any 

person convicted of any offence 

against a state law.

But, it differs from that of the 

President in following two 

respects: Environmental criteria consider how a 

company performs as a steward of nature. 

Social criteria examine how it manages 

relationships with employees, suppliers, 

customers, communities where it operates 

etc. 

Governance deals with a company’s 

leadership, audits, internal controls, 

shareholder rights etc.

Help investors to align their investment 

goals to their personal values and 

beliefs.

Increased Access to Capital by attracting 

growing sustainability funds.

Better operational performance, better 

stock performance and lowers cost of 

capital to companies.
Others: Lower energy consumption, Boost 

employee motivation, Attract talent, 

enhance social credibility etc.

Under BRSR by listed entities, SEBI has 

notified inclusion of ESG reporting.

BRSR shall be applicable to the top 1000 

listed entities (by market capitalization) 

and reporting of BRSR shall be mandatory 

from FY 2022-23.

President Governor

However, the governor can 

suspend, remit or commute a 

death sentence.
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DELHI HIGH COURT DELIVERS SPLIT VERDICT ON MARITAL RAPE CRIMINALISATION

However, Exception 2 of Section 375 decriminalises marital rape. It says sexual intercourse between a man and his wife (not 

under 15) is not rape.

But Exception 2 has not been amended resulting in a situation where forced sexual intercourse by a husband with a minor wife 

between ages of 15 and 18 is permitted.

However, this case did not dealt with issue of marital rape and currently Section 375 has not been amended to include 18 years 

in case of marital rape

Verdict was on pleas seeking to do away with exception in rape laws that insulate husbands.
Section 375 of Indian Penal Code(IPC) defines rape and lists several notions of consent that, if vitiated, would constitute the offence 

of rape by a man.

Section 375 was amended in 2013 to raise age of consent to 18 to bring it in consonance with other statutes where a child is 

recognised as a person below the age of 18.

In this context, In Independent Thought V. Union of India, Supreme Court held that Exception 2 in so far as it relates to a girl child 

below 18 years is liable to be struck down.

AAEA was established in 1998 to provide a non-partisan forum in the Asian region for 

promoting open and transparent elections to support good governance and democracy.

Election Commission of India is a founder member of the Election Management Body (EMB) of the 

AAEA.

India has been unanimously elected as the new Chair of the AAEA for 2022-2024.

A high level meeting was held to review the progress of Mission Amrit Sarovar.

Mission is aimed at developing and rejuvenating 75 water bodies in each district of the country as 

a part of celebration of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav.

Mission involves multiple Ministries/Department and works through the states and districts, 

through refocusing of various schemes such as MGNREGA, XV Finance Commission Grants, PMKSY.

It was coined by Norwegian philosopher Arne Naess in 1973 to indicate that humans are no more 

important than other species, ecosystems or natural processes.
Fashionable fight against pollution and resource depletion is shallow ecologism. 

Deep ecology's core principle is the claim that, like humanity, living environment as a whole has 

the same right to live and flourish. 

Mission is to be completed by 15th August 2023.

In total, it would lead to creation of 50,000 water bodies of a size of about an Acre or more.

Exponents of this philosophy believe in continuing our present lifestyle, but with specific 

tweaks aimed at minimising the damage to the environment.

IPC is a practical, evidence-based approach preventing patients and health workers from being 

harmed by avoidable infections.

National Guidelines for Infection Prevention and Control in Healthcare Facilities integrates IPC 

practices for healthcare facilities in India.

Key highlights of the report

70% of infections can be prevented through good hand hygiene.

11% of countries still did not have an IPC programme or an operational plan.

Need to integrate IPC and water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) practices.

WGI provides ranking of 215 countries and territories based on six dimensions of governance 

since 1996: 

Voice and Accountability, Political Stability and Absence of Violence/Terrorism, Government 

Effectiveness, Regulatory Quality, Rule of Law, Control of Corruption.

WGI are a research dataset summarizing the views on the quality of governance provided by a 

large number of enterprise, citizen and expert survey respondents in industrial and developing 

countries.

Note: For further details on Sedition law, kindly refer to News Today dated 8th-9th May, 2022.

SC stressed that sedition law is not in tune with current social environment.

It also said that there is a need to balance security and interest of state with civil liberties of citizens.

SC suspended pending criminal trials and court proceedings under Section 124A (sedition) of the 

Indian Penal Code (IPC), while allowing the Central government to reconsider the British-era law.

Supreme Court (SC) puts 

sedition law on hold

Association of Asian 

Election Authorities (AAEA)

Worldwide Governance 

Indicators (WGI)

WHO released Global report 

on Infection Prevention and 

Control (IPC)

Mission Amrit Sarovar

Shallow and Deep 

ecologism
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Aims to challenge human need to dominate nature.

Aspires to sustain nature by making large-scale changes to our lifestyle including limiting 

commercial farming of meat, reshaping of transport system etc.

Babu Veer Kunwar Singh (1777-1858)

Gets its name because of the red blister it causes.
Affects children below five years of age. 

Exact cause behind the disease is not yet known.
Symptoms: Rashes, skin irritation and dehydration, high fever, body ache, joint swelling, fatigue etc.

Preventive measures: Cleanliness and hygiene, Proper hydration, avoiding close contact with the 

infected person.

Tamil Nadu has ramped up surveillance at its borders in the wake of “tomato flu” cases being 

detected in Kerala.

A team of 15 soldiers of the Assam Rifles gunned down 72 Pakistan-trained extremists and 

captured 13 others in Jammu & Kashmir

It was led by Subedar Padam Bahadur Chhetri.

Paramilitary Assam Rifles felicitated the surviving soldiers of Operation Dudhi.

Operation Dudhi, conducted on May 3, 1991, was the largest and most successful 

counter-insurgency operation in the country ever.

ASI protected 11th century monument.

Raja Bhoja (1000-1055 A.D.) of the Paramara dynasty founded a college at Dhar which 

subsequently came to be known as Bhojshala.

Remnants of this Bhojshala or the temple of Saraswati are seen in the famous Kamal Maulana 

Mosque which was turned into mosque by the subsequent Muslim masters of Dhara.

He is the only Indian to have been awarded both the Royal Gold Medal and Pritzker 

Architecture Prize, often referred to as the Nobel Prize of architecture, in their lifetime.

One of the world’s highest honours for architecture.

Given in recognition of a lifetime’s work, it is approved personally by Queen Elizabeth II.

About Bhojshala

About Royal Gold Medal:

Madhya Pradesh High Court issued notices to ASI, Centre and the state government on a petition 

pertaining to the dispute over the monument of Bhojshala in  Dhar district.

Indian architect Balkrishna Doshi was conferred with Royal Gold Medal, 2022 by Royal Institute of 

British Architects (RIBA).

About Tomato Flu (also called Tomato fever):

Tomato Flu

Operation Dudhi

Bhojshala

Royal Gold Medal


