
EXCAVATION AT RAKHIGARHI (HARYANA) REVEALS DRAINAGE SYSTEM, COPPER 
AND GOLD JEWELLERY

“An aristocratic settlement”, pieces of copper and gold jewellery, terracotta toys, besides thousands 
of earthen pots and seals.

Asani is first cyclonic storm in North Indian 
Ocean region in 2022.

It was named by Sri Lanka.  Asani means 
“wrath” in Sinhalese.

Cyclone that will form after Asani will be 
called Sitrang, name given by Thailand.

Six Regional Specialised Meteorological Centres (RSMCs), including IMD, and five regional Tropical Cyclone Warning Centres 
are mandated for issuing advisories and naming of cyclonic storms.
Naming of cyclones in Bay of Bengal and Arabian Sea started in September 2004. 

Large sea surface with temperature higher than 27° C.

Presence of the Coriolis force.

Small variations in the vertical wind speed.

A pre-existing weak low-pressure area or low-level-cyclonic circulation. 

Upper divergence above the sea level system.

Ghurni, Probaho, Jhar and Murasu are upcoming names from India.

Skeletons of two women believed to be nearly 5,000 years old which will be forwarded for DNA 
analysis.

Revealed mature Harappan phase represented by planned township having mud-brick as well as 
burnt-brick houses with proper drainage system. 

It is one of the �ve known biggest townships of Harappan civilization. 
Excavated by Amarendra Nath of ASI.

Ceramic industry represented by red ware
Animal sacri�cial pit lined with mud brick and triangular and circular �re alters.

A cylindrical seal with �ve Harappan characters on one side 
and a symbol of an alligator on the other.
Few extended burials, which certainly belong to a very late 
stage, may be the medieval times.

First excavated in 1998-2001, the site is located on the right bank of dried up Palaeo-channel of River Drishadvati with seven mounds.
Key �ndings from Rakhigarhi

About Rakhigarhi

VISIONIAS
NEWS  T    DAY

08th & 09th MAY, 2022

1/4

NEWS  T   DAY

CYCLONE ASANI IN BAY OF BENGAL TO INTENSIFY INTO SEVERE STORM
As per Indian Meteorological Department (IMD), Cyclone Asani, which developed over southeast regions of Bay of Bengal, will 
intensify into a ‘severe cyclone’ storm.

Tropical cyclones are violent storms that originate over warm ocean waters near the equator. Favourable conditions for their 
formation are-

Naming of cyclone

Excavations at Rakhigarhi in Hisar, are a part of plan to develop 5 iconic 
archaeological sites with museums as announced in Budget 2020.

Other sites are - Hastinapur in Uttar Pradesh, Sivasagar in Assam, 
Dholavira in Gujarat and Adichanallur in Tamil Nadu.



CENTRE TO SUPREME COURT 
(SC): SEDITION LAW, 1962 
RULING FINE, NO NEED FOR 
LARGER BENCH

PM REVIEWS NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY’S (NEP) 
IMPLEMENTATION, CALLS FOR DEVELOPING HYBRID 
LEARNING

VISIONIAS
LA-NINA FEEDING HEATWAVES IN INDIA

NEP 2020 is being rolled out with the objectives of access, equity, inclusivity 
and quality (refer infographic for more details on NEP).

Generally La – Nina is considered to contribute positively to India’s monsoon (refer 
infographic). 

While land temperatures over India begin rising in March, they are usually punctuated by 
western disturbances, or moisture from the Mediterranean region that fall as rain over 
north and western India. 
For these currents to make it as far as India, they need a significant difference in 
temperature between Europe and the latitudes over India. 

During a La Nina winter, a north-south pressure pattern sets up over India and normally this 
influences the trade winds that bring rains to India.

Higher Education – Steps like Multiple Entry-Exit for flexibility and lifelong 
learning, along with the launch Academic Bank of Credit on Digi locker 
platform have been taken.

Multi-Modal Education- Online, open and multi-modal learning have been 
promoted by schools and higher education institutions via  portals like 
SWAYAM, DIKSHA, SWAYAM PRABHA.

Promotion of Indian Languages-States are publishing bilingual/ trilingual 
textbooks at foundational level. NIOS has introduced Indian Sign Language 
(ISL) as a language subject at the Secondary Level.

Innovation and Start Ups- Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation 
Achievement (ARIIA) aligned with NEP has been launched.

School 
Education- 
Quality Early 
childhood 
care and 
education
(ECCE) in 
'Balavatika', 
NIPUN 
Bharat 
(National 
Initiative for 
Proficiency 
in Reading 
with Understanding and Numeracy), innovative pedagogies like 
art-integrated education, toy-based pedagogy are being adopted for better 
learning outcomes and holistic development of children.

PM has advocated developing a hybrid system of online and offline learning to 
“avoid overexposure of technology of school-going children”.

Other Key Highlights of the Review

La Nina, also known as little girl, is a weather pattern that occurs in the Pacific Ocean.

However, it has turned out that the case of rising heat wave events in India are actually being 
driven by the La-Nina.

However, this year, due to a weak La Nina, this temperature difference was 
low and so the western disturbances that came to India were weak with hardly 
any rain driving hot Westerly winds into India.

Normal Conditions

In its recent submission, centre has defended 
the penal law on sedition based on its validity 
from the Constitutional bench of SC.

Section 124A of IPC defines sedition as an 
offence committed when any person brings 
or attempts to bring into hatred or contempt, 
or excites or attempts to excite disaffection 
towards the government established by law in 
India by:

In 1962, Kedar Nath Singh vs State of Bihar, 
the constitution bench of SC held its 
constitutional validity with condition on its 
application as:

It has been often misused as a tool to 
persecute political dissent.

Words, either spoken or written, signs, visible 
representation, or otherwise.

It is a non-bailable offence.

Unless accompanied by incitement or a 
call for violence, criticism of the 
government cannot be construed as a 
seditious offence.

As per National Crime Records Bureau 
(NCRB) report 2020, in 2018 and 2020 it 
had zero conviction despite 70 and 73 cases 
respectively.

In 2018, the Law Commission suggested to retain 
it with

Scrutiny of word sedition and whether it can 
be substituted through another suitable word.
Scrutiny of qualification of right to offend as 
sedition.
Installing safeguards against the misuse of 
sedition law.

NEP's Major Features
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SUPREME COURT TO HAVE FULL STRENGTH OF 34 JUDGES
At present, SC has strength of 32 judges as against a sanctioned strength of 34 judges.
As per Article 124(1) of the Constitution of India, Parliament by law prescribes the strength of the SC.

Chief Justice of India (CJI) and Judges of SC are appointed by President under Article 124 (2) of the Constitution with the help 
of the collegium system.

First Judges Case, 1981 or S P Gupta Case: SC ruled that recommendation made by CJI to President can be refused for “cogent 
reasons”, thereby giving greater say to executive.
Second Judges Case, 1993 (Supreme Court Advocates on Record 
Association (SCARA) vs Union of India): CJI only need to consult two 
senior-most judges over judicial appointments and transfers.

Third Judges Case, 1998: CJIs should consult with four senior-most SC 
judges to form his opinion on judicial appointments and transfers.

Supreme Court of India will have all sanctioned seats filled i.e. 34 after more than two years.

Appointment of Judges:

The collegium system has evolved with the Three judges case

Centre is pushing for increased exports of tissue culture plant.
About Tissue Culture Plants

Export from India

Tissue culture (TC) is the cultivation of plant cells, tissues, or organs on specially formulated 
nutrient media. 
It is an important technology for developing countries for production of disease-free, high 
quality planting material and the rapid production of many uniform plants.

In 2020-2021, India’s export stood at US$17.17 million.
Top countries importing from India are Netherlands, USA, Italy etc.

Value of the vote of Member of Parliament (MP) is likely to go down to 700 from 708 in 
presidential polls due to the absence of a legislative assembly in Jammu and Kashmir.

Value of vote of an MP in a presidential election is based on the number of elected members in 
legislative assemblies of states and union territories, including Delhi, Puducherry and Jammu 
and Kashmir.

It increased marginally to 496 in 1957 presidential election, followed by 493 (1962), 576 (1967 
and 1969).

Value of vote of MP has been fixed at 708 since the 1997 presidential election.
For first Presidential election in 1952, it was 494.

It is proposed as a 6 year project, implemented in 3-4 states. 
Potential Benefits: It will help national and state institutions adopt improved watershed 
management practices to help increase farmers’ resilience to climate change, promote higher 
productivity and better incomes.

REWARD Project is initiated by the Department of Land Revenues in Feb 2022, aided by World 
Bank, to:

Promote resource efficient growth in selected watersheds,
Investing in human capital at State and National levels, and
Developing networks of scientific and technical partners.

PRAAPTI portal was launched by Ministry of Power in 2018.

As per portal PRAAPTI, outstanding dues of electricity distribution companies to power 
producers have risen by 4.04% on a year-on-year basis in May 2022.

To bring transparency in power purchase transactions between Generators and Discoms.
Power Discoms can clear invoices and reply to claims raised by generators on this portal.

Presidential poll 2022

PRAAPTI (Payment 
Ratification And 

Analysis in Power 
procurement for 

bringing Transparency 
in Invoicing of 

generators) portal

Rejuvenating Watersheds 
for Agricultural Resilience 

through Innovative 
Development (REWARD) 

Project

Tissue culture plants

Collegium is a system where a committee of CJI, 
four senior judges of SC and three members of a 
HC (in case of appointments in HCs) take decisions 
related to appointments and transfer of judges 
in SC and HCs.
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Nabinchandra sen - 175th birth anniversary

It spans over 179,000 sq. km in Brazil, Paraguay and Bolivia.
It consists of highest concentrations of flora and fauna in South America.
In 2000, it was inscribed on UNESCO’s World Heritage List.

Brazilian scientists warn that Pantanal, freshwater wetland, is at risk of collapse.
Pantanal in South America, is one of the world’s largest tropical wetland.

Threat- Climate change, deforestation in Amazon rainforest and severe drought and massive fires.

Babu Veer Kunwar Singh (1777-1858)

The disorder results in large numbers of red blood cells being destroyed, which leads to 
anaemia.

Monkeypox is a rare viral infection caused by monkeypox virus belonging to the 
Orthopoxvirus genus. Other viruses of this genus includes:

Monkeypox is a zoonotic disease, first discovered in 1958, largely occurring close to tropical 
rainforests of Central and West Africa but its natural reservoir remains unknown.

Porcine virus is identified as the possible reason for death of the first patient to have 
xenotransplantation (animal to human transplants).
Porcine Virus or Porcine Cytomegalovirus is a herpes virus found in the tissues throughout the 
body including the nose of newborn piglets where it causes inflammation (rhinitis).
It is common among pigs across the world while similar infections with related viruses occur in 
many other species. 
Eight Herpes Viruses routinely infect only humans such as Herpes Simplex Virus types 1 and 2.

It is an inherited blood disorder in which the body makes an abnormal form or inadequate 
amount of haemoglobin.
Haemoglobin is the protein in red blood cells that carries oxygen. 

Thalassemia

Monkeypox 

Porcine Virus

Kandhas are the aboriginals of Kalahandi.

It is performed during the main festival of the Oriyas, ‘Nuakhai’.

Performed by men and women together.

Dhap is mainly a musical instrument rounded in shape and leather is tied from one side.

It is one among the oldest sun temples such as Konark, Almora, Modhera and Borsad Sun 
Temple.

In 15th century it was destructed on order of Muslim ruler Sikander Butshikan.

Dhap Dance is very popular classic folk dance of Kandha tribe who reside in Odissa.

After almost three decades, the auspicious Navgrah Ashtamangalam Pooja was held at the ancient 
Martand Sun temple in Mattan in Jammu and Kashmir.
Martand Temple was built by King Lalitaditya of Karkota Dynasty of Kashmir (724 to 761 CE) in 
honour of Sun or Martand in the 8th century.

It is considered as an example of Kashmiri architectural skills built in a square field using 
limestone and pillars in Greek Pattern.

Today, it has been tagged as a site of national importance (protected by ASI).

Pantanal Wetland

Diseases in News

Dhap dance

Martand Temple

Variola Virus which causes smallpox, Vaccinia virus which is used in the smallpox vaccine, 
and Cowpox virus.


