
UN-ENERGY PLAN OF ACTION (PoA) TOWARDS 2025 LAUNCHED

This is a major step to catalyse the large-scale action and support needed for the transition to clean, affordable energy for all and 

net-zero emissions.

Scale up collective UN-Energy action: Joint programmes, 

supported by UN-Energy and leveraging relevant Energy 

Compacts, significantly scaling up collective UN system action.

Convene annually a Global SDG 7 Action Forum: To be 

convened in the margins of the UN General Assembly High-level 

Week in New York to constructively review, discuss and advance 

relevant issues.

Inform global agenda-setting and demonstrate 

thought-leadership

Encourage effective implementation of Coal Gasification projects 

Ensure ease of doing business in this area.

Availability of coal for the sector on concessional rate.

This gas is then used instead of piped natural gas, methane and others for 

deriving energy.

Under National Coal Gasification Mission, India aims 100 million tonnes 

coal gasification by 2030.

Gasification plants are costlier than conventional power plants.

Produces more carbon dioxide than conventional coal-powered thermal 

power plant.

One of the more water-intensive forms of energy production.

It is considered as a cleaner option compared to burning of coal.

Track and share results.

Scale up Energy Compacts: To bring new stakeholders aboard, 

catalysing the finance and investment, etc.

Lead by example-Greening UN-Energy organizations’ 

operations

Lead a Global Campaign for SDG 7 Action

PoA was launched by the UN Energy against the backdrop of a global energy crisis and worsening climate emergency.

An Energy Compact Action Network was also launched to match governments seeking support for their clean energy goals with 

governments and businesses that have already pledged over $600 billion in assistance.

7 areas for work under PoA 
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MINISTRY OF COAL (MoC) ALLOWS CONCESSION OF 50% IN REVENUE SHARE FOR 
PROMOTION OF COAL GASIFICATION

Under this policy, Bidder can avail of concessions if he consumes the coal produced either in its own plant for coal gasification or 

liquefaction or sells the coal for coal gasification etc.

Coal gasification is a process in which coal is partially oxidised with air, 

oxygen, steam or carbon dioxide to form a synthesis gas (also called 

syngas).

Indian coal reserves are 5th largest in world, 2nd largest coal producer in world and 2nd largest importer of coal.

This step aims to: 

Challenges with coal gasification

UN-Energy is the United Nations’ mechanism for inter-agency collaboration in 

the field of energy. 

SDG 7 aims to ‘Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern 

energy for all’.

It aims to promote coherence in the UN system´s multi-disciplinary response 

to achieve SDG 7 in support of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

and the Paris Agreement on climate change.

Syngas is a mixture of carbon monoxide (CO) and hydrogen 

(H2) and produce gaseous fuels such as Hydrogen, Substitute 

Natural Gas (Methane), Di-Methyl Ether etc.

It can be used in the production of electricity and making 

chemical products, such as fertilisers.



GERMANY WITHDRAWS UN 
COURT CASE AGAINST ITALY 
OVER WORLD WAR II

FOR HOLISTIC DEVELOPMENT OF COASTAL DISTRICTS 
567 PROJECTS IDENTIFIED UNDER CONVERGENCE MODE
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RUPEE NEARS ALL-TIME LOW; FOREX RESERVES BELOW $600 BN

It aims to bridge the gaps in infrastructure at coastal areas and improve 

economic opportunity.

Presently, 25% out of 

total projects have 

been 

completed under Sagarmala, which are targeted to be executed by 2035.

Reduce logistics cost for EXIM and domestic trade with minimal 

infrastructure investment.

Enhance ease of doing business in major ports leading to quick, efficient, 

hassle-free and seamless cargo movement.

Promotes sustainable development of coastal communities through skill 

development & livelihood generation activities etc.

Provide boost to blue economy.

4 pillars of Sagarmala (refer infographic).

India follows a managed floating rate since 1993, so the rupee depreciation (or appreciation) versus 

other currencies depends on:

Rise in crude oil prices and other commodities due to the Russia-Ukraine War.

Change in monetary policies of central banks, especially US Federal 

Reserves with 50 bps hike in rates to tackle rising inflation.

Exit of overseas investors from Indian market to safe haven.

Domestic issues such as rise in current account deficit, inflation etc.

Decline in forex reserves because of RBI efforts to arrest rupee fall.

Hike in interest rates from RBI to tackle rising inflation.

Rise in trade deficit to further widen the Current Account Deficit and 

Balance of Payments.

Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways (MoPSW) has formulated a plan under 

the Sagarmala Programme for carrying out “Holistic Development of Coastal 

Districts”.

Also, National Sagarmala 

Apex Committee (NSAC) 

reviewed the Sagarmala 

progress through a new 

project ‘Sagartat 

Samriddhi Yojana (SSY)’.

Sagarmala National Programme, launched in 2015 by Ministry of Shipping, 

encourage port-led development in country by harnessing the potential of 

India’s 7500-kilometer-long coastline and 14,500 kilometres of potentially 

navigable waterways. 

NSAC, constituted in 2015 and chaired by Minister in-charge of Shipping, 

provides overall policy guidance and high-level coordination, and review various 

aspects of planning and implementation of the plan and projects.

Significance of Sagarmala

Rupee dropped to its all-time low again before ending at 76.93/USD as it was hit by a variety of factors.

Rupee Depreciation is the fall in the value of the Indian currency in terms of its exchange rate versus 

other currencies.

Reasons for recent fall in Rupee

Impact of Rupee Depreciation Recently, Germany withdrew its case against 

Italy over war reparations for Nazi victims at 

the UN’s highest judicial body, the International 

Court of Justice (ICJ).

About World War II (1939-1945)

Reasons for World War II

The ICJ (HQ: Hague) is the principal judicial 

organ of the UN established in 1945 with a 

resolution of legal disputes between 

states as one of its primary roles.

The war involved all the world's major 

countries and ended in 1945 with the 

defeat of Axis countries.

Germany’s invasion of Poland in 

September 1939 drove Great Britain and 

France to declare war on it marking the 

beginning of WWII,

Failure in creating enduring peace and 

security after World War I by Treaty of 

Versailles (1919). 

Weakness of the League of Nations 

without the US and USSR (USSR was 

admitted into the league only in 1934).

Rise of dictatorship in Italy (Fascism) and 

Germany (Nazism) under Benito Mussolini 

(1922) and Adolf Hitler (1933) respectively.

Expansionist policy of the Axis Powers 

(Germany, Italy and Japan) during the 

interwar period.

Failure of Disarmament and Naval arms 

race by Disarmament Conference (1932) 

and Washington Naval Conference 

(1921-22).

The Four Pillars of Sagarmala:

Its supply and demand in the forex market,

RBI actions to arrest the fall (or rise), reduce volatility and speculation through buying and 

selling of other currencies or through capital flow regulations.

WWII AXIS & ALLIES
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Funded by: Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology 

Aim: To bring about overall upliftment of the socio-economic status of NE Citizens by creating a 

smart ecosystem with necessary IT education and skills with a total of 1.665 lakhs citizens across 

different sections of society.

Implementing agency: National Institute of Electronics and Information Technology (NIELIT) 

through its centres at Agartala, Aizwal, Gangtok Guwahati, Imphal, Itanagar, Kohima & Shillong.

Recently, 5 more NIELT were inaugurated in Dibrugarh, Dimapur, Jorhat, Pasighat and Senapati 

for skill enhancement of educated youth.

Rajasthan became the first state to surpass 10 GW of cumulative large-scale solar installations.

Rajasthan’s favourable conditions 

State has a total of 32.5 GW of installed power capacity.

Highest solar irradiation levels in the country.

Land availability and minimal power curtailment issues.

Renewables contributes 55%, followed by thermal energy (43%), and nuclear energy (2%).

Robotic surgeries has pick up pace in India after Covid-19 pandemic.

Robotic surgery, or robot-assisted surgery, allows doctors to perform complex procedures with 

more precision, flexibility and control than is possible with conventional techniques.

Benefits- Easy procedure, less pain and blood loss, reduce operating and recovery time, smaller, 

less noticeable scars, less incidence of medical errors etc.

The report is released by the environmental think-tank the Centre for Science and Environment.

Key findings 

Availability, quality and uptake of biofertilisers and organic fertilisers in India is poor.

India has become the second-highest producer and consumer of chemical fertilisers in the 

world.

Per hectare chemical fertiliser consumption has been increasing over the years, including in 

the last two decades.

Parliamentary Consultative Committee meeting for Ministry of Steel was convened on “Transition 

towards Green Steel”.

Steel-making requires stripping oxygen from iron ore to produce pure iron metal. In traditional 

steel-making, this is done using coal or natural gas in a process that releases CO2.

It can be produced using HYBRIT (Hydrogen Breakthrough Ironmaking Technology), which 

uses electricity from renewable sources to create clean-burning gas.

Green steel is steel with lowest carbon footprint.

In green steel production, hydrogen made from renewable energy replaces fossil fuels.

Report Prepared by: World Bank’s Global Gas Flaring Reduction Partnership (GGFR).

As per report, gas flaring in 2021 resulted in approximately 400 million tonnes of carbon dioxide.

Gas Flaring is the burning of natural gas associated with oil extraction.

GGFR is a multi-donor trust fund composed of governments, oil companies and multilateral 

organisations. India is not part of it.

It is a direct source of methane which has more warming potential than CO2.

In 2015, countries and companies committed to end flaring by 2030 under the World 

Bank-initiated Zero Routine Flaring initiative.

15th FC recommended PDRD grants of ₹86,201 to 14 states for FY 2022-23.

The Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance has released the 2nd monthly instalment of 

PDRD Grant of ₹7,183.42 crore to 14 States.

PDRD grants are provided to the states under Article 275 of the Constitution.

Its purpose is to meet the gap in Revenue Accounts of the States post devolution.

PDRD grants are released as per the successive Finance Commissions (FCs) recommendations. E.g. Post Devolution 

Revenue Deficit 

(PDRD) Grants

North East Capacity 

Building (NECB) 2.0 

project launched

Rajasthan emerges as 

solar hub with 10 GW 

capacity

Green Steel

Global Gas Flaring 

Tracker Report, 2022

Use of Robots in medical 

science

The State of 

Biofertilizers and 

Organic Fertilizers in 

India, 2022
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Operation AAHT (Action against Human Trafficking) by RPF to take stringent action against 

human trafficking through rail,

Operation Nanhe Farishte to rescue children from Human Trafficking. 

The Railway Protection Force (RPF) has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with 

Association for Voluntary Action (AVA) for a trafficking free nation.

Initiatives against Human Trafficking

Human Trafficking is the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of people 

through force, fraud or deception, with the aim of exploiting them for profit.

Babu Veer Kunwar Singh (1777-1858)

It originates at Ambuthirtha, in Shimoga district and flows in north-westerly direction to 

Arabian Sea at Honavar.

It is also known as Gerusoppe Falls, Gersoppa Falls, and Jogada Gundi.

It is created by Sharavathi River falling from height of 253 m.

Jog Falls is located in Shimoga district, Karnataka.

Sharavathi River is one of the west flowing rivers of Karnataka.

The Hangzhou 2022 Asian Games, due to be held in September in China, are postponed to 2023 

due to rising Covid-19 cases in China.

Asian Games, also known as Asiad, is a continental multi-sport event among Asian countries held 

every four year.

The first unified Asian games were held in New Delhi, 1951.

The Olympic Council of Asia is the Governing Body of Asian Games.

In Asian Games 2022, Eight E-sports such as FIFA, PUBG, Dota 2 etc. will debut as medal events.

Action against Human 

Trafficking

Jog Falls

Asian games


