
NATIONAL MONUMENT TAG FOR 1,000-YEAR-OLD LAKE IN DELHI’S MEHRAULI

Anang Tal is situated to the north of Jog Maya temple, northwest of Qutub Complex and 
dates back to 1,060 AD.

Historical literature refers that Alauddin Khalji utilised the water of this tank to build Alai 
minar and extended the Qutub-ul-Islam Mosque.

Popularly known as Anangpal Tomar, he belonged to the Tomar dynasty that ruled parts of 
present-day Delhi and Haryana between the 8th and 12th centuries.

He was succeeded by his grandson Prithviraj Chauhan, who was defeated by the Ghurid forces in the Battle of Tarain.

He was instrumental in populating Indraprastha and giving it its present name, Delhi.

Lal Kot and Anang Tal were built by Anangpal II.

The Anang Tal lake in South district of Delhi, believed to have been built by Tomar King, Anangpal II, could be declared a national 
monument.

About the Anangpal II  
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He made the Dhillikapuri (Delhi) as capital of Tomars dynasty, earlier Capital was Anangpur (near Faridabad) during the reign 
of Anangpal I (founder of Tomars).

Rules of origin (ROOs) are used to determine if products are eligible for duty-free or reduced duties under trade agreements.

INDIA-UAE COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT (CEPA) ENTERS 
INTO FORCE

The CEPA is likely to benefit about $26 billion worth of Indian products that are currently subjected to 5% import duty by the UAE.

Key Provisions

Significance

Automatic registration and marketing authorisation of Indian generic medicines, once they are approved in developed 
countries.
It also has stringent 'rules of origin' reflecting requirements for substantial processing of up to 40% value addition. 

An estimated 1 million new job opportunities in India.

Expected to increase the total value of bilateral trade in goods to over 100 billion US dollar and trade in services to over 15 
billion US dollar during next five years.

Will pave the way for broader trade agreements with the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Countries like Oman, Qatar, etc.

UAE is India’s third-biggest trading partner behind the US and China.

Around 90% of products exported from India to UAE will attract zero duty.
Provides for a permanent safeguard mechanism to deal with sudden surge in imports of any product.

Under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act 1958, National Monuments are the ancient monuments 
and all archaeological sites and remains which have been declared to be of national importance by:

The Ancient and Historical Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains (Declaration of National Importance) Act, 
1951;
Section 126 of the States Reorganisation Act, 1956; or
Declared by the Central Government through notification in the Official Gazette.

It is a bilateral agreement that covers trade in goods and services, investment, competition, and intellectual property rights.
About CEPA

National Monuments



BIHAR OPENS INDIA’S FIRST 
GREENFIELD GRAIN-BASED 
ETHANOL PLANTGROSS GREEN VIOLATIONS IN SUNDARBANS: CAG 

(COMPTROLLER AND AUDITOR GENERAL)
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It is the first one developed since the Centre 
gave a go-ahead to Bihar’s ethanol 
production and promotion policy-2021. 
Ethanol production will help reduce the cost 
of petrol and generate employment.

About Zero liquid discharge (ZLD)

Generation of biofuels are defined on the 
basis of raw material used for its production

The ethanol plant has been built using the 
latest technology and will not discharge 
any waste, making it a zero-liquid 
discharge plant that is completely 
environment friendly.

It is an engineering approach to water 
treatment where all water is recovered 
and contaminants are reduced to solid 
waste. 

It is achieved by stringing together water 
treatment technology that can treat 
wastewater as the contaminants are 
concentrated.

1st Generation bioethanol synthesis are 
corn seeds and sugarcane.

2nd Generation bioethanol - using 
inedible farm waste left over after harvest.

3rd Generation- using microorganisms.

4th Generation- biofuel are the result of 
developments in plant biology and 
biotechnology (metabolic engineering) in 
the field of carbon capture and storage 
technique.

However, no permission was taken before construction of the eco-tourism 
hub at Jharkhali. 
Project resulted in the destruction of mangroves, riverine channels and 
natural habitats of wildlife.

CENTRE NOTIFIED SECOND PHASE OF MANDATORY HALLMARKING WHICH SHALL 
COME INTO FORCE FROM JUNE 01, 2022

Lack of effective action by the EKWMA (East Kolkata Wetland Management 
Authority).

Delay in the coastal zone management plan (CZMP), construction of 
multi-purpose cyclone shelters without clearances of CRZ norms in 
Sunderbans.

CRZ Notification, 2011 designated Sunderbans as Critically Vulnerable 
Coastal Area (CVCA) and any development requires permission of 
WBSCZMA (West Bengal State Coastal Zone management authority).

Both of them are Ramsar wetland sites in India.

It will come into force via the Hallmarking of Gold 
Jewellery and Gold Artefacts (Amendment) Order, 2022.

Earlier, it was made mandatory on 14, 18 and 22 carats of 
gold jewellery/artefacts through Quality control order, 
2021.

The hallmarking scheme is run by Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) and the hallmark consists of 3 marks (infographic).

BIS is the National Standard Body of India established under BIS Act 2016 for 
the harmonious development of the activities of standardization, marking 
and quality certification of goods.

Other certifications of BIS: ISI Mark Scheme Registration for Domestic 
Manufacturers, ECO mark to environmentally friendly products, BIS 
Compulsory Registration Scheme (CRS) for categories of electronics items. 

Key Highlights

About Sunderbans and EKW

It will cover three additional caratages of gold 
jewellery/artefacts- 20, 23 and 24 carats mentioned under 
the Indian Standard IS 1417 and 32 new districts under the 
mandatory hallmarking.

Hallmarking is the accurate determination and recording of precious metal content in the precious metal articles.

About BIS

Sundarbans 
Wetland

It is located within the largest mangrove forest 
in the world, in the delta of the Rivers Ganges 
and Brahmpautra.
It is home to Tigers (Sundarban Tiger Reserve) 
and a number of other rare and threatened 
species such as Irrawaddy Dolphin, fishing cat 
etc.

East Kolkata 
Wetlands (EKW)

It is a unique peri-urban ecosystem on the 
eastern fringes of Kolkata.

It is a multiple use wetland with facilities to treat 
the city's waste water, and use it to support 
pisci-culture or fish farming and agriculture.

About Carats
A measurement of gold purity, Carats, or Karats, 
refers to the actual gold content in the particular 
piece of jewellery (1 carat = 0.2 gm). E.g.

24 carat means 100% gold. 18 carat contains 
75% gold and rest alloying metals.
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INDIA STAYS OUT OF GLOBAL DECLARATION ON FUTURE ON INTERNET

Around 60 countries have signed the declaration include the US, European Union, United 
Kingdom, Canada and France. India, China and Russia are among the large nations that 
are not part of this declaration.

To protect human rights and fundamental freedoms of all people,
Promote a global Internet that advances the free flow of information.
Advancing “inclusive and affordable” connectivity. 
Promote trust in the global digital ecosystem, including through protection of privacy,
Protecting and strengthening the multi-stakeholder approach in governance.

Number of countries that shut down the internet in 2021 has increased to 34 from 29 in 2020.
India is the top country to impose internet shutdowns in 2021 for the fourth consecutive year.

Aiming to keep the Internet open, free, and neutral, it is a political commitment among the partners to advance a positive vision 
for the Internet and digital technologies.

Key principles of Declaration

Earlier, a report titled, “The return of digital authoritarianism: internet shutdowns” highlighted that

Anchor Investors

Micro insurance

Online skill-based gaming

Khadi and Village Industries 
Commission (KVIC)

Joint conference of Chief 
Ministers and Chief Justices 

of high courts

The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has relaxed norms for anchor investors by keeping 
the 30 days lock-in period till June 30 for issues exceeding ₹10,000 crore.
Anchor Investors, also known as cornerstone investors, are qualified institutional buyers who 
buy shares in large quantities such as mutual funds, foreign institutional investors, banks, 
provident funds etc. 

They have guaranteed allotment of shares ahead of company IPO, upto 60% of the qualified 
institutional investors’ pool, to help the company in bringing other investors.

GST is currently paid at the rate of 18 per cent on the platform fee or gross gaming revenue 
(GGR) as applicable.

A committee appointed by regulator IRDAI has suggested over a dozen low-cost "micro insurance" 
modules.

Panel said that such products may be sold by insurers either on individual basis or group basis.

Aims to protect low-income people with insurance products that are affordable.
About micro insurance:

Objectives: Empower people to cope with common risks such as death of the breadwinner, 
paying for treatment of serious illnesses, reconstructing destroyed homes and businesses etc.

IndiaTech, (members of online gaming firms: Dream11 and Mobile Premier League) ought a 
clarification on Rule 31A of the Central Goods & Service Tax Rules 2017.

Rule 31A is not intended to cover games of skill and therefore, is not applicable to any form of 
online gaming where there is a multitude of skill over chance.

The rule applies to lottery, betting, gambling, and horse racing.

IndiaTech, suggested the GST should be applicable on only the amount that is received by 
the platform for providing its services.

GGR is the gross amount of fee that the technology platform earns for providing the service 
of an online technology platform.

Khadi exceeds turnover of Rs 1 lakh crore in 2021-22 overtakes all other Fast-moving consumer 
goods (FMCG) companies in India.
KVIC is a statutory body established under Khadi and Village Industries Commission Act of 1956.

It is an apex organization under the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, with 
regard to khadi and village industries within India.

High courts and district courts together have conducted nearly 1.84 crore virtual hearings.

Joint conference is an occasion for the executive and the judiciary to come together to create 
frameworks for simple and convenient delivery of justice.
Highlights:

Government has taken various initiatives for integration of digital technology in court processes 
under eCourts Mission Mode Project.

Considering the significance of mediation as a tool for settlement of pending cases in the courts, 
government has introduced the Mediation Bill.

There are about 3.5 lakh prisoners in the country who are Undertrials.

India also did not sign the Budapest 
Convention on Cybercrime, 2001. 

The data sharing provisions of Budapest 
Convention infringes on national 
sovereignty.
Presently, it is the only legally binding 
multilateral convention on cybercrime 
and electronic evidence.
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Nabinchandra sen - 175th birth anniversary

Nordic Countries

It is a type of biorepository to preserve plants (by collecting seeds, plants, tissue cultures) and 
animals (by collecting sperm and eggs).

National Gene Bank at National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources, Pusa (It is world’s 2nd largest 
refurbished gene bank).

The Maharashtra Cabinet has approved the Gene Bank Project. 

At National level, a number of such facilities are established such as:

Mobile/Wireless Jammers are essentially radio frequency transmitters that are designed to 
block all radio communication on any device that operates on radio frequencies within its 
range.

Central Consumer Protection Authority issued an advisory to e-commerce entities against 
illegal sale and facilitation of wireless jammers.

Sale and use of any wireless device without authorization and license under the Indian Telegraph 
Act or Indian Wireless Telegraphy Act is illegal.

Babu Veer Kunwar Singh (1777-1858)

National Animal Gene Bank at National Bureau of Animal Genetic Resources, Karnal.
Indian Seed Vault at Chang La (Ladakh).

APEDA launched a variety of millet products including first Ready-to-Eat (RTE) millet products 
which are vacuum processed without any additives, fillers and preservatives.
About Millets:

Cereal crops and small seed grasses, widely used in African and Asian countries.
Rich source of protein, fibre, minerals, iron, calcium and have a low glycaemic index.
Production of millets has increased from 14.52 million tonnes in 2015-16 to 17.96 million tonnes in 
2020-21.

24th Deaflympics will be organised from May 1 to 15 in Brazil.

It is organised, every 4 years by the International Committee of Sports for the Deaf (ICSD)- affiliated 
to International Olympic Committee.

India and Nordic countries are going to 
host the 2nd India-Nordic Summit at 
Copenhagen, after the 1st summit of 2018 
in Stockholm.
Nordic countries represents the five 
countries of Nordic region, i.e. Denmark, 
Norway, Sweden, Finland and Iceland. It 
also includes:

All of them have Scandinavian roots and 
share a similar state, law and culture.
Climate: Long, cold winter and warm, dry 
summers. 

It is a multi-sports event meant only for deaf athletes, held once every four years.
However, the Paralympics which is for athletes with a range of physical intellectual impairments.

Faroe Islands and Greenland as part of 
the Kingdom of Denmark, and
Aland which is part of Finland.


