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AL Basham Wonder That Was India
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Buddhism/Jainism 
• 13 questions so far 
• Fundamental 
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Q9. Which reference to Indian history, who among the 
following is a future Buddha, yet to come to save the 
world? (2018) 
(a)Avalokiteshvara  
(b)Lokesvara  
(c)Maityera  
(d)Padmapani
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JAINISM
4 Questions - mostly fundamental and 
basic
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Q. Which reference to the religious practices in 
India, the "Sthanakvasi" sect belongs to (2018) 
(a)Buddhism  
(b)Jainism  
(c)  Vaishnavism  
(d)Shaivism
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Why In News?
• Nearly 5000 Jains had assembled at a place in 

Ranigunj(Secunderabad) and chanted "Navkar Manthra" for 
36 lakh times for world peace on July 16,2017 under the 
aegis of Shri Vardhaman Sthanakvasi Jain Shravak Sangh 
Secunderabad. 

• Navkar Manthra is to Jains what Gayatri Manthra is to Hindus 
- a highly revered and the most significant mantra in Jainism. 
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Jainism
• Jainism is of ancient origin & believed to have 24 Tirthankaras / Great teachers in their religion
• 1st one was Rishabdev (Born in Ayodhya) who is said to have laid the foundation of orderly human 

society & realised that the source of Jaina philosophy was Adinath.
• 23rd was Parshavnath (Born in Varanasi) & Last and 24th was Vardhamana Mahavira (Born 540 

BC at Kundangrama near Vaishali)
• In search of truth Mahavira abandoned the world at the age of 30 & became ascetic & medicated for 12 

years practicing austerities.
• In 13th year, at the age of 42, he attained Kaivalya 
• Kaivalya → One who conquered misery & happiness → And because of this conquest he is known 

as Mahavira or great hero or jina (the conqueror) & his followers Jainas
• He propagated religion for 30 years & passed away at the age of 72 at Pavapuri near Rajgir
• He recognized the existence of God but placed them lower than jina
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Triratnas of Jainism
1. Right faith (believe in teachings & wisdom of Mahavira)
2. Right Knowledge (Acceptance of theory that there is no god & 
world has been existing without a creator & all objects possess a 
soul)
3. Right action/conduct (Refers to observance of 5 great vows)
• Ahimsa
• Satya
• Asteya (Not to steal)
• Parigraha (Not to acquire property)
• Brahamcharya (observe continence / not to led immoral 

life → added by Mahavira)
Subject, Topic & Expert
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Teaching of Jainism
• Rejected the authority of Vedas & objected to Vedic rituals & sacrifices
• Even practice of agriculture was considered sinful as it caused injury to earth, worms & 

animals
• Doctrine of ascetism & renunciation was carried to great lengths by practice of starvation, 

Nudity & other form of self-tortures (Penance for all sins committed)
• Although Parvanath (23rd Teacher) asked people to cover their upper & lower body part but 

Mahavira asked them to discard cloths altogether ( Extreme austerity)
• Mahavira did not condemn Varna system as Buddhism did as according to Mahavira , a 

person born in higher or lower varna is the consequences of the sins of past life & through 
penance & meritorious life they can attain liberation

• Jainism mainly aimed at freedom of Individual from worldly bonds
Universal Truth or Kevalya Gyana
➢ Jain doctrine is established upon undying, universal truths. Kevalya Gyana is absolute 

knowledge and is the highest form of knowledge that a soul can attain. A person who has 
attained Kevala Gyana is called a Kevalin. To get a status of a Jina, attaining Kevalagyana is 
required first.

Subject, Topic & Expert



Copyright © 2016 by Vision IAS. [www.visionias.in]

• Jain Literature is called Jain Agamas. They are canonical 
texts of Jainism based on Mahavira’s teachings. There are in all 
45 texts.

• Anekantavad: Philosophically an important contribution of 
Jainism is the doctrine of Anekantavad (non-absolutism). 
As per this, reality can be examined from many 
standpoints. The same thing can be describe from at least 
seven standpoints and all can be equally true. This particular 
school promotes tolerance of contrary opinions among the 
theologists and philosophers.
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Which one of the following was 
given classical language status 
recently?(2015)
(a) Odia
(b) Konkani
(c) Bhojpuri
(d) Assamese

Subject, Topic & Expert

Consider the following languages(2014)
1. Gujarati
2. Kannada
3. Telugu
 
Which of the above has/have been declared as 
'classical language/ languages' by the 
Government? 

(a) 1 and 2 only                                
(b) 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only                                 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 only  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• There are 6 classical languages in India - Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu, 
Kannada, Malayalam and Odia. Odia is the last one to get this status.

• The criteria for declaring a language as classical mandates 
high antiquity of its early texts/recorded history over a 
period of 1500-2000 years, a body of ancient literature/texts 
which is considered a valuable heritage by generation of 
speakers 

• a literary tradition that is original and not borrowed from 
another speech community. 

• Also, since the classical language and literature is distinct 
from the modern, there can also be discontinuity between 
the classical language and its later forms or its offshoots. 
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• The Eight Schedule initially had 14 languages that were 
recongnised by the Constitution of India. They were: 
Assamese; Bengali; Gujarati; Hindi; Kannada; Kashmiri; 
Malayalam; Marathi; Odiya; Punjabi; Sanskrit; Tamil; Telugu; 
Urdu. Later, to this were added 8 other languages through 3 
amendment acts that amount to 22 languages





























Temple Architecture
• Factual and Basic 
• 7 questions
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Temple Architecture
The Nagara Temple Style – Northern India ( Dashavtara temple, 
Deogarh, Lakshmana Temple, Khajuraho, etc
In North India it is common for an entire temple to be built on a 
stone platform with steps leading up to it. 
Ø Further, unlike in South India it does not usually have elaborate 
boundary walls or gateways. 
Ø The garbhagriha is always located directly under the tallest tower. 
Ø There are many subdivisions of nagara temples depending on the 
shape of the shikhara. 
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The most common name for the simple shikhara which is square 
at the base and whose walls curve or slope inward to a point on 
top is called the 'latina' or the rekha-prasada type of shikara. 

Ø The second major type of architectural form in the nagara 
order is the phamsana. Phamsana buildings tend to be broader 
and shorter than latina ones. Their roofs are composed of several 
slabs that gently rise to a single point over the centre of the 
building. Phamsana roofs do not curve inward, instead they slope 
upwards on a straight incline. Ø Mostly the phamsana design is 
used for the mandapas while the main garbhagriha is housed in a 
latina building. 
Ø The third main sub-type of the nagara building is what is 
generally called the valabhi type. These are rectangular buildings 
with a roof that rises into a vaulted chamber
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• Hoysala Temples
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Pallavas – Temple Architecture

• Pallavas were pioneers of South Indian art and architecture. They had 
introduced the stone architecture in the Tamil country. 

• Their contributions are still extant because granite was used for 
building temples and carving sculptures. 

• The Pallava architecture had evolved stage by stage from the period 
of Mahendravarman I.

• Broadly classification of  the Pallava architecture  
 
1. Rock-cut temples.  
2. Monolithic Rathas and Sculptural Mandapas and  
3. Structural temples.
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1. Rock – cut temples /Mahendravarman style
• carved temples out of the rocks and thus they were known as rock cut 

temples. 
• No use any other building materials. Therefore, he was hailed as 

Vichitra Chitta. 
• In these rock cut temples, we find the sanctum sanctorum and on the 

walls of it beautiful sculptures. 
• The pillars are carved in such a way that they stand on the heads of 

lions. 
• The rock cut temples of Mahendravarman I are found at various 

places of Tamil Nadu. The most important among them are 
Pallavaram, Mamandur, Mahendravadi, Vallam and Thalavanur.
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2. Monolithic Rathas and structural mandaps/Mamalla style of temple 
architecture 
• The Pallava king, Narasimhavarman I was known as Mamalla. 
• The Monolithic rathas at Mamallapuram also called as Pancha Pandava 

Rathas. Each ratha or chariot was carved out of single rock and hence the 
name monolithic. 

• On the side- walls of these mandapas, beautiful sculptures depicting 
Puranic stories had been carved.

•  The scene depicting the Goddess Durga’s attack on Mahishasura is seen in 
the Mahishasura Mardhini Mandapa. 

• The most important among the Mamalla style of architecture is several 
miniature sculptures have been carved beautifully on the wall of a big 
rock. The fall of the River Ganges from the head of God Siva and the 
Arjuna’s penance are notable among them. The images of deer, monkey, 
cat, mouse and other animals are beautifully carved on this huge rock.
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3. Structural Temples

• From the reign of Rajasimha, the construction of structural temples 
had started. These temple structures were built with the use of 
granite slabs. Hence, they are known as structural temples.  
 
Broad classification of  the Pallava structural temples into  
 
1. Rajasimha Style and  
2. Nandivarman Style 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• The earliest among the Pallava structural temples were the Kailasanatha 
Temple at Kanchipuram and the Shore Temple at Mamallapuram. These 
temples were built by using sandstones. 

• The Vimana or tower of the Kailasanatha temple is shaped like hilly comb. This 
temple is considered as the Crown of Pallava architecture. This temple is also 
called as Rajasimheswaram. 

• The sculptures depicting the scenes of the satirical drama Maththavilasa 
Prakasanam have been engraved in this temple. The Shore temple at 
Mamallapuram is also filled with numerous sculptures. This temple attracts 
tourists from all over the world.

• Nandivarman II had built the Vaikunda Perumal Temple at Kanchipuram. 
The temples built by the later Pallava rulers are found at places like 
Kanchipuram, Panamalai, Kooram, Thiruthani and Gudimallam
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Q. Consider the following pairs: (2018)
Tradition                               State
1. Chapchar Kut festival      Mizoram
2. Khongjom Parba ballad   Manipur
3. Thang-Ta dance              Sikkim
Which of the pairs given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2
(c) 3 only
(d) 2 and 3
"



Pair 1 is correct. Chapchar Kut is the biggest festival of the Mizos and is celebrated 
in March after completion of jhum operation. It is a spring festival. 
Pair 2 is correct. Khongjom Parba is a style of ballad singing from Manipur using 
Dholak (drum) which depicts stories of heroic battle fought by Manipuris against the 
mighty British Empire in 1891. It is one of the most popular musical art forms of 
Manipur inciting the spirit of patriotism and nationalism among the people at one 
time. 
Pair 3 is not correct. Manipur dance has a large repertoire, however, the most 
popular forms are the Ras, the Sankirtana and the Thang-Ta. Thang-ta dance of 
Manipur was an evolved from the martial arts drills promoted by the kings of 
Manipur. 
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• Chaliha Sahib Festival – a 40 day-long  fasting by Sindhi 
communities after offering prayers and performing aarti to Lord 
Jhulelal. They break the fast with simple vegetarian food.

• Nanda Raj Jaat Yatra – more famous as Nanda Devi Raj Jaat Yatra 
( Uttarakhand) - The yatra is hosted once in every 12 years and is 
associated with the deity Nanda Devi’s journey from her maternal 
home to her husband’s abode on the snowy Kailash.  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• Varkari (meaning "a pilgrim") is a sampradaya (religious movement) within 
the bhakti spiritual tradition of Hinduism, geographically associated with 
the Indian states of Maharashtra and northern Karnataka. 

• Varkaris worship Vitthal (also known as Vithoba), the presiding deity of 
Pandharpur, regarded as a form of Krishna. Saints and gurus of the bhakti 
movement associated with the Varkaris include Jñāneśvar, Namdev, 
Chokhamela, Eknath, and Tukaram, all of whom are accorded the title of 
Sant.

• The Varkari movement includes the worship Vithoba and a duty-based 
approach towards life emphasising moral behavior and strict avoidance of 
alcohol and tobacco, the adoption of a strict lacto-vegetarian diet 
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Q2. A community of people called Manganiyars is well-
known for their (2014)  
(a) martial arts in North-East India  
(b) musical tradition in North-West India.  
(c) Classical vocal music in South India.  
(d) Pietra dura tradition in Central India.
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Q3. With reference to the Indian history of art and culture, consider the following 
pairs : (2014)  
Famous work of sculpture                                                             Site  
1. A grand image of Buddha's Mahaparinirvana with numerous 
celestial musicians above and the sorrowful figures of his 
followers below:                                                                                Ajanta 
2. A huge image of Varaha Avatar (boar incarnation) of Vishnu, as he rescues 
Goddess Earth from the deep and chaotic waters, sculpted on rock:     Mount Abu  
3. "Arjuna's Penance"/ "Descent of Ganga" sculpted on the surface of huge 
boulders :                                                                                        Mamallapuram  
 
Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched ?  
(a) 1 and 2 only  
(b) 3 only  
(c) 1 and 3 only  
(d) 1, 2 and 3
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Q4. Consider following pairs: (2014)
1. Garba : Gujarat
2. Mohiniattam : Odisha
3. Yakshagana : Karnataka
Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3
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Q5. With reference to India's culture and tradition, what is 
'Kalaripayattu'?(2014)  
(a) It is an ancient Bhakti cult of Shaivism still prevalent in some 
parts of South India.  
(b) It is an ancient style bronze and brasswork still found in 
southern part of Coromandel area.  
(c) It is an ancient form of dance-drama and a living tradition in 
the northern part of Malabar.  
(d) It is an ancient martial art and a living tradition in some parts 
of South India.
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Khelo India Scheme
• Cabinet approved a Revamped Khelo India Programme in Sept. 2017.
• The revamped Khelo India Programme would impact the entire sports ecosystem, 

including infrastructure, community sports, talent identification, coaching for 
excellence, competition structure and sports economy.

• Implemented by Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports.
• Some of the salient features of the Programme include:

1. The Programme would cover about 200 million children in the age group of 10-18 
under a massive national physical fitness drive

2. an unprecedented Pan Indian Sports Scholarship scheme, which would cover 1,000 
most talented young athletes each year across select sports disciplines.  Each athlete 
selected under the scheme shall receive an annual scholarship worth Rs. 5.00 lakh 
for 8 consecutive years.  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3. This is the first time ever that a long-term athlete development pathway 
would be made available to gifted and talented youngsters to excel in 
competitive sports and will create a pool of highly competitive athletes who can 
compete to win at the world stage. 
4. The Programme aims to promote 20 universities across the country as hubs 
of sporting excellence, which would enable talented sports persons to pursue 
the dual pathway of education and competitive sports. 

• Under the revamped Khelo India proposal, there is an exclusive component 
called “Promotion of Rural, Indigenous and Tribal Games” for promotion 
and development of traditional sports. 

• In order to revive such games and promote them among the masses, SAI has 
adopted the following indigenous games disciplines for their promotion:
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a) Kalaripayatu, Kerala - It is a martial art
b) Silambam, Tamilnadu - weapon-based martial art played with a bamboo
c) Kabaddi, Telengana – team sport
d) Archery,  Jharkhand - sport of using a bow to propel arrows.
e) Malkhamb, Maharashtra – gymnastic - aerial yoga postures and wrestling grips in 

concert with a vertical wooden pole. 
f) Thangta, Imphal – martial art - - traditional name is Huyel Langlon; primary weapons 

are the thang (sword) and ta (spear).
g) Gatka, Punjab -  form of Wrestling, practiced mainly by people of the Bodo 

community in Assam.
h) Khomlainai, Assam - form of Wrestling, practiced mainly by people of the Bodo 

community in Assam.
i) Mukna, Imphal -  folk wrestling
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Medieval History
• 15 questions 
• Bhakti Sufi, Mughals, Vijaynagara, 

Terminologies
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Bhakti-Sufi Movements

Subject, Topic & Expert



Copyright © 2016 by Vision IAS. [www.visionias.in]

Q1. With reference to the cultural history of medieval India, 
consider the following statements: (2016)  
1. Siddhas (Sittars) of Tamil region were monotheistic and 
condemned idolatry.  
2. Lingayats of Kannada region questioned the theory of rebirth 
and rejected the caste hierarchy.  
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only  
(b) 2 only  
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
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Q2. Consider the following statements:
1. "Bijak" is a composition of the teachings of Saint Dadu Dayal.
2. The Philosophy of Pushti Marg was propounded by 
Madhvacharya.
Which of the statements given above is/are corect?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
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Q3. With reference to cultural history of India, consider the following 
statements:(2018) 
1. Most of the Tyagaraja Kritis are devotional songs in praise of Lord 
Krishna. 
2. Tyagaraja created several new ragas. 
3. Annamacharya and Tyagaraja are contemporaries. 
4. Annamacharya kirtanas are devotional songs in praise of Lord 
Venkateshwara. 
Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 2 and 4 only 
(c) 1, 2 and 3 
(d) 2, 3 and 4



Statement 1 is not correct. Most of Tyagaraja’s songs were in praise of Rama, 
who, like Krishna, is believed to be an incarnation of the god Vishnu. 

Statement 2 is correct. Tyagaraja is credited with various musical innovations, 
including the use of a structured variation of musical lines within the performance, 
a practice that may have been derived from improvisatory techniques. 

Statement 3 is not correct. Tyagaraja belonged to the 18th century and 
Annamacharya to the 15th century. 

Statement 4 is correct. Annamācārya was a 15th-century Hindu saint and is the 
earliest known Indian musician to compose songs called sankirtanas in praise of 
the god Venkateswara, a form of Vishnu. 
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Bhakti Movement
• SAGUNA AND NIRGUNA BHAKTI
• At a different level, historians of religion often classify bhakti traditions into two broad 

categories: saguna (with attributes) and nirguna (without attributes). 
• SAGUNA BHAKTI SAINTS  included traditions that focused on the worship of specific deities such as Shiva, 

Vishnu and his avatars (incarnations) and forms of the goddess or Devi, all often conceptualised 
in anthropomorphic forms. particularly Rama and Krishna. 

• NIRGUNA BHAKTI SAINTS on the other hand was worship of an abstract form of 
god. particularly Rama and Krishna. Both Rama and Krishna were regarded as incarnation of God on earth. 
Those who followed Nirguna school conceived as Ishvara, the personal and purely spiritual aspect of godhead, 
beyond all names and forms (nama-rupa), and is to be apprehended only by inner (mystical) experience. This was 
radical non-conformist group, headed by Kabir, Nanak and Dadu. Kabir was the most radical of them.

THE NAYANARS AND ALVARS
• The seventh to ninth centuries saw the emergence of new religious movements in south India, led by 

the Nayanars (saints devoted to Shiva) and Alvars (saints devoted to Vishnu). 
• There were 63 Nayanars and 12 Alvars who belonged to different lower caste 

background. Tevaram and Tiruvacakam were two sets of compilations of Nayanars’ songs. Alvars songs were 
compiled in the Divya Prabandham. The Nayanars and Alvars went from place to place composing graceful 
poems in praise of the deities enshrined in the villages they visited, and set them to music.
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ATTITUDES TOWARDS CASTE
• Historians suggest that the Alvars and Nayanars initiated a movement of protest against the caste 

system and the dominance of Brahmanas or at least attempted to reform the system. 
• The importance of the traditions of the Alvars and Nayanars was sometimes indicated by the claim that 

their compositions were as important as the Vedas. For instance, one of the major anthologies of 
compositions by the Alvars, the Nalayira Divyaprabandham, was frequently described as the Tamil 
Veda, thus claiming that the text was as significant as the four Vedas in Sanskrit that were cherished 
by the Brahmanas.

WOMEN PARTICIPATION
• Perhaps one of the most striking features of these traditions was the presence of women. For instance, 

the compositions of Andal, a woman Alvar, were widely sung (and continue to be sung to date). Andal 
saw herself as the beloved of Vishnu; her verses express her love for the deity. Another 
woman, Karaikkal Ammaiyar, a devotee of Shiva, adopted the path of extreme asceticism in order to 
attain her goal. Her compositions were preserved within the Nayanar tradition.

•  These women renounced their social obligations, but did not join an alternative order or become 
nuns. Their very existence and their compositions posed a challenge to patriarchal norms.

•  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THE VIRASHAIVA TRADITION IN KARNATAKA
• The twelfth century witnessed the emergence of a new movement in Karnataka, led by 

a Brahmana named Basavanna (1100) who was initially a Jaina and a minister in the court of 
a Chalukya king. His followers were known as Virashaivas (heroes of Shiva) or Lingayats (wearers of 
the linga). Lingayats continue to be an important community in the region to date. 

• They worship Shiva in his manifestation as a linga, and men usually wear a small linga in a silver case on 
a loop strung over the left shoulder.

• Lingayats believe that on death the devotee will be united with Shiva and will not return to this 
world. Therefore they do not practise funerary rites such as cremation, prescribed in 
the Dharmashastras. Instead, they ceremonially bury their dead. 

• The Lingayats challenged the idea of caste and the “pollution” attributed to certain groups by 
Brahmanas. 

• They also questioned the theory of rebirth. These won them followers amongst those who were 
marginalised within the Brahmanical social order. 

• The Lingayats also encouraged certain practices disapproved in the Dharmashastras, such as post-
puberty marriage and the remarriage of widows.

Siddhas (Sittars) Saiva school in Tamil Nadu which held the monotheistic puritan creed and roundly 
condemned idolatry, there history are not known they seem to be known as most active during 16th and 17th 
century.
•  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• RAMANANDA was first Bhakti saint and founder of Bhakti Movement of northern India. He was first to preach in 
Hindi, the language of the masses. He wanted to rid the Hindu religion of its evil customs and practices. Famous 
disciples of Ramananda.

1. Kabir, the weaver- Muslim 
 
2. Raidas, the Cobbler 
 
3. Pipa, the Rajput king 
 
4. Dhanna, the Jat 
 
5. Sena, the barber 

• KABIR (1440-1518): Kabir was a disciple of Ramananda. He is seen as one who balanced the life of a householder, a 
mystic and a tradesman. Bijak, Sakhi Granth, Kabir Granthawali and Anurag Sagar are compositions of Kabir. The 
hallmark of Kabir’s works consists of his two line couplets (Doha), which reflect his deep philosophical thinking. 
He criticized the existing social order and called for Hindu-Muslim

• GURU NANAK (1469—1539): was the founder of Sikhism, and the first of the ten Sikh Gurus. He composed hymns 
and sang them to the accompaniment of the ‘rabab’, which is a musical instrument.; contemporary of Babur, the 
founder of Mughal empire.  He emphasized love and devotion for the one and only God. He strongly denounced idol 
worship, pilgrimages, sacrifices and rituals as a way to achieving God. He believed that anyone could achieve a 
spiritual life while doing his duties as a householder.
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• NAMADEVA: . He wrote in Marathi. He preached the gospel of love and was opposed to idol-
worship and priestly domination. He strongly opposed to the caste system, his followers came from all 
castes.

• CHAITANYA (1486 –vaishnava bhakti saint from Bengal. He was a devotee of Lord Krishna,the 
incarnation of lord vishnu.Though he was a Brahmin he condemned the caste system and emphasised on 
the equality of all, promoted the community style devotional worship of Krishna with kirtans

• MEERABAI (1498 – 1546) worshipped, composed and sang songs in praise of Lord Krishna. 
Like Chaitanya, she too would go into a trance in her love for the God.

• SURDAS (1483-1563) He was the disciple of Vallabhacharya of south India. He popularized the Krishna 
cult by singing songs glorifying Krishna’s childhood. He was the author of the Sur Sagar, Sur Sarawali etc.

• TULSIDAS (1532-1623) He was a worshipper of Rama and he composed the famous Ramcharitmanas 
in Hindi, expounding the various aspects of Hindu ‘dharma’.

• DADU DAYAL (1544–1603 was a saint from Gujarat, India. "Dadu" means brother, and "Dayal" means 
"the compassionate one“;  Dadu believed that devotion to God should transcend religious or sectarian 
affiliation, and that devotees should become non-sectarian or nipakh.

•  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Philosophy in medieval India

Dvaita (dualism): Madhava.
 In this school, Brahman and the world are considered to be two equally real entities and not related in any way. Brahman 
here is a purely personal God, a God with the typical omniscient powers. The god of dualism is the Hindu God, Vishnu. Vishnu 
has created the world, and the world stands separate from God and in an inferior position to God with no link between the 
two. Vishnu controls the world and all world events, and the duty of all persons is to worship and pray to God. The Dualistic 
philosophy is a simple philosophy, easy to understand and relate to. It appeals directly to the heart, in the desire of all persons to 
have a God to worship and surrender oneself to.

Vishista Advaita (qualified monism) Ramanuja. 
In Vishista Advaita, the world and Brahman are also considered two equally real entities, as in dualism, but here the world is 
not separate from Brahman but is formed out of Brahman. As in dualism, Brahman is a personal God with omniscient qualities. 
He has created the world, but He has created the world out of His own self. Thus the world bears to Brahman the relation of 
part to whole, or the relation of a ‘qualified effect’ to the base (hence qualified monism). Brahman as defined by Ramanuja is 
an entirely personal God. i.e. Vishnu or one of His Avatars .Thus in Vishista Advaita, although both the world and Brahman 
are considered equally real, they are not considered two separate entities as in Dualism.

Advaita: The teacher of Kevala Advaita is Sankaracharya. Advaita as it is known is the school of monism of Vedanta 
philosophy. This is the highest intellectual reading of spirituality. In Advaita, the reality of the world is denied. Brahman is the 
only reality. The Brahman of Advaita is a purely impersonal entity. Brahman exists of its own accord and does not in any 
way affect the world, the world evolves out of its own cycle of Nivritti(expansion) and Pravritti (involution)
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• DVAITADVAITA OF NIMBARAKA
Dvaitadvaita means dualistic monism. According to this philosophy 
God transformed himself into world and soul. This world and soul are 
different from God (Brahman). They could survive with the support of 
God only. They are separate but dependent.

• SUDDHADVAITA OF VALLABHACHARYA
Like Vishishtadvaita , world and brahman have real existence but it 
believes that world is a part of brahman. Brahman is world and world is 
brahman.Vallabhacharya wrote commentaries on Vedanta Sutra and 
Bhagavad Gita. For him. Brahman (God) was Sri Krishna who 
manifested himself as souls and matter. God and soul are not distinct, 
but one. His philosophy came to be known as Pushtimarga (the path of 
grace) and the school was called Rudrasampradaya.
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Terminologies /Miscellaneous
• 6 questions 
• Factual

Subject, Topic & Expert



Copyright © 2016 by Vision IAS. [www.visionias.in]

Q1. Which one of the following was a very important seaport in the 
Kakatiya kingdom?(2017)  
(a) Kakinada  
(b) Motupalli 
(c) Machilipatnam (Masulipatnam)  
(d) Nelluru

Q2. Banjaras during the medieval period of Indian history were 
generally (2016)
(a) agriculturists
(b) warriors
(c) weavers
(d) traders
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Q3. With reference to the economic history of medieval India, the term Araghatta’ refers to 
(2016)  
(a) bonded labour  
(b) land grants made to military officers  
(c) waterwheel used in the irrigation of land  
(d) wasteland and converted to cultivated land 

Q4. In the context of the history of India, consider the following pairs: (2016)  
       Term                              Description  
1. Eripatti : Land, revenue from which was set apart for the maintenance of the village tank  
2. Taniyurs : Villages donated to a single Brahmin or a group of Brahmins
3.Ghatikas : Colleges generally attached to the temples  
Which of the pairs given above correctly matched?  
(a) 1 and 2  
(b) 3 only  
(c) 2 and 3  
(d) 1 and 3
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• Taniyur, is a large village under Chola administrative division.
• Eripatti was a special category of land known in South india. This 

land was donated by individuals, revenue from which was set apart 
for the maintenance of the village tank.

• Land grants and generous donations were given to educational 
institutions like Ghatikas and Mathas. Mathas were residential 
schools for early education in Pallava kingdoms.
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Q5. In Medieval India, the designations 'Mahattara' and 'Pattakila' 
were used for (2014)
(a) military officers                                
(b) village officers
(c) specialists in Vedic rituals                       
 (d) chiefs of craft guilds
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Feudalism
• Since it was practically difficult to maintain strict control over the widespread 

lands; governance rested mainly in the hands of local nobility. Theoretically, the 
king owned the land which he granted to the nobles called Lords; who in return 
would give service, usually in the form of military aid. 

• Feudalism decentralized the power of the state and made way for a weak 
governments.

• Feudal lords were the real power in their local provinces. Since the soldiers in a 
feudal army were as likely as not recruited and paid by the lord, kings were very 
dependent upon their loyalty and weakened because of this feudal system.

• Both the old nobility and the high-ranking Church officials could lose much power 
of strong national governments developed.

• The lack of learning and education and the lack of travel and trade kept the 
society as it was. Even if new ideas, products, and methods were discovered, 
they were not widely introduced.
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Vijaynagara Empire
• 2 questions 
• Fundamental
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Q1. Regarding the taxation system of Krishna Deva, the ruler of 
Vijayanagar, consider the following statements : (2016)
1. The tax rate on land was fixed depending on the quality of the 
land.
2. Private owners of workshops paid an industries tax.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
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• Vijayanagara rulers followed an oppressive taxation policy. The prosperity 
of the empire can be explained through their taxation principles in the 
following lines. They collected variety of taxes ranging on the nature of 
lands.The villages were classified into eight types for tax purpose.They 
were:

1)The brahmadeya villages
2) The devadana villages
3) The mathapura villages
4) The sarvamanya villages
5)The kodagi lands6) Rakta-kodagal lands 7) Guttagi lands 8) The rest of the 
villages or lands.
The first four types prevailed prior to the Vijayanagar times.Private owners also 
paid industries taxes. Merchant guilds were empowered to levy taxes on goods 
manufactured, sold or transported.
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Q2. Who of the following founded a new city on the south bank of 
a tributary to river Krishna and undertook to rule his new kingdom 
as the agent of a deity to whom all the land south of the river 
Krishna was supposed to belong? (2015)  
 
(a) Amoghavarsha I  
(b) Ballala II  
(c) Harihara I  
(d) Prataparudra II
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• Vijaynagara Kingdom (River Tungabhadra) Harihara I and his brother Bukka were 
originally in the service of the Kakatiya ruler of Warangal. Later they joined the 
ruler of Kampili and, on the annexation of that principality to the Delhi sultanate, were 
taken prisoners and carried to Delhi. In 1336, Muhammad bin Tughlaq allowed them to 
return to Kampili, where they started a rebellion. In the course of this rebellion, the city 
of Vijayanagar was founded on the bank of the Tungabhadra River. Within a 
decade or so, the two brothers established their control over the whole valley of 
Tungabhadra.

• Kakatiya Kingdom (River Godavari): The 12th and the 13th centuries saw the 
emergence of the Kakatiyas. They were at first the feudatories of the Western Chalukyas 
of Kalyana, ruling over a small territory near Warangal.  Prataparudra II( A.D.1295 
and ruled till A.D.1323) He pushed the western border of his kingdom up to Raichur. 
He introduced many administrative reforms. He divided the kingdom into 75 
Nayakships, which was later adopted and developed by the Rayas of Vijayanagara. 
In his time the territory constituting Andhra Pradesh had the first experience of a 
Muslim invasion.( Allaudin Khilji)
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• Amoghavarsha I ( Amoghavarsha Nrupathunga I ) was a Rashtrakuta 
emperor, the greatest ruler of the Rashtrakuta dynasty, and one of the great 
emperors of India. His reign of 64 years is one of the longest precisely dated 
monarchical reigns on record. Many Kannada and Sanskrit scholars 
prospered during his rule. During his rule he held such titles as 
Nrupathunga, Atishadhavala, Veeranarayana, Rattamarthanda and 
Srivallabha. He moved the Rashtrakuta regal capital from Mayurkhandi in 
the Bidar district to Manyakheta in the Gulbarga district in the modern 
Karnataka state. Also known as "Ashoka of the South“

• Veera Ballala II was one of the greatest kings of the Hoysala Empire. He 
ruled between 1173 A.D. and 1220 A.D. He succeeded his father Narasimha 
I by revolting against him. During his rule, Hoysala kingdom became an 
independent empire. There was also great literary works done during his 
rule. He built the temple like the Kedareshwara temple at Halebidu and 
Amritheswara temple in Chikmagalur. 
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• The Vijayanagar Empire was established by Harihara and Bukka in 1336 AD. When they set 
up this principality, Muhammad bin Tughlaq was the Sultan in Delhi.

• The Vijayanagar period is divided into four different dynasties- Sangama, Saluva, Tuluva and 
Aravidu.

• It extended from Krishna river to extreme south.
Sangam Dynasty (1336-1485) – longest reign
• Harihar and Bukka were sons of Sangama, feaudatories of Kakatiyas of Warangal. The 

Hoysala kingdom was conquered and hence, the Vijayanagara empire was extended under 
Harihara. Bukka, then succeeded his brother and became the master of Raichur doab 
after dealing with Bahmani Sultan. He destroyed the Madurai Sultans and extended the 
Empire to the whole of South India.

• Sāyaṇa and Madhava were learned commentator on the Vedas, were ministers under 
Bukka I and Harihara II.

• The conflict between Vijayanagara and Bahmani kingdoms was a long lasting one. The bone 
of contention was the Raichur Doab, between river Krishna and Tungabhadra and 
Krishna-Godavari delta.

• The greatest ruler of Sangama dynasty was Deva Raya II. During his reign, Abdur Razzak, 
the envoy of Shah Rukh visited the Vijaynagara kingdom.
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• Saluva Dynasty (1486-1505 AD) – smallest reign
Saluva Narsimhan was the founder of Saluva dynasty. He silenced the rebellions of feaudatories and kept 
the kingdom intact.Immadi Narsimha succeeded him. He was a weak ruler and hence the control of state 
fell into the hands of Narsa Nayaka. Vasco da Gama landed in Calicut during his time in 1498.
• Tuluva Dynasty (1505-1570 AD) The son of Narsa Nayaka, Vira Narsimha was the founder of Tuluva 

dynasty.  He was succeeded by his half brother, Krishnadeva Raya in 1509 AD.
About Krishnadeva Raya: 
➢ Krishna Deva Raya won the Gajapati kingdom in present day Orissa and extended the 

Vijayanagara empire to that region as well. Krishna Deva Raya defeated the Deccan Sultans in the 
battle of Diwani. He then invaded Raichur Doab(between Tungabhadra and Krishna river, known 
for its fertile soil) confronting Sultan of Bijapur, Ismail Adil Shah. He also captured Bidar.

➢ He helped the Portuguese to conquer Goa from the Bijapur rulers in 1510 and maintained friendly 
relations with them. This relationship also helped him obtain high bred Arabian horses and expansion of 
overseas trade of the empire. Portuguese travelers Domingo Paes and Durate Barbosa visted his 
court and have left accounts.

➢ Krishna Deva Raya was a contemporary of Babur. So, when the First Battle of Panipat(1526) was 
fought, Krishnadeva Raya was was the ruler of Vijayanagar in the southern India. 
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• Krishna Deva Raya was a Vaishainaite but respected all religions. He was a devotee of Lord 
Venkateshwara of Tirupati. Vallabhacharya and Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, the renowned 
saints of the bhakti movement visited his court. Madhwa saint Vyasathirtha was 
the Rajaguru of Krishnadevaraya. 

• He is also known as ‘Andhra Bhoja’, for his patronage of art and literature. Also known as 
Abhinava Bhoja, he himself was also a scholar, he wrote the Telugu 
work Amuktamalyada and a Sanskrit play, Jambavati Kalyana. In his court, eight eminent 
scholars known as ‘Astadiggajas’ were patronized, like – Allasani Peddana  (Andhra-kavita-
pitamaha) and Nandi Thimmanna. The imperial court had representatives of Sanskrit, 
Telugu, Kannada and Tamil poets, who made large contributions to their respective 
literatures. 

• He built Vijaya Mahal, Hazara Ramaswamy temple and Vithal Swami temple at Vijayanagar 
Battle of Rakshasa- Tangadi- 
• Rama Raya took active part in Muslim politics.  In 1565 AD, all the Sultanates joined a 

coalition against Vijayanagr except Berar. The Battle of Talikota, also known as Battle of 
Rakshasa- Tangadi, led to execution of Rama Raya after being taken prisoner. Thereafter, 
the city of Vijayanagar was destroyed and looted.
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• Aravidu Dynasty(1570-1650 AD): The last ruler of Vijayanagar was Sri Ranga III.

• Administration under Vijayanagar Empire:
✓ The kingdom was divided into provinces known as Mandalam, headed by ‘mandaleshwar’. It was 

further divided into nadu, sthala and grams.

✓ Land revenue was fixed at 1/6th of the produce. Land revenue varied according to nature of 
cultivated land. There were taxes on various professions./industries

✓ The Ayagar system: It was an important feature of the village organization in vijayanagar. 
According to this, every village was a separate unit and its affairs were conducted by a team of 12 
functionaries who were collectively known as the ‘ayagars’.

✓ They were granted tax-free lands (manyams) which they were to enjoy in perpectuity for their 
services. Once granted, these ayagars had a hereditary right over their offieces.The ayagars could 
also sell or mortgage their offices.
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• For justice, very harsh punishments like mutilation of body, throwing to elephants 
were delivered.

• The army under Vijayanagar Kingdom was well organised and efficient. It consisted 
of cavalry, infantry, artillary and elephants. The highest grade officers in army were 
known as ‘Nayaks or Poligars‘. They were awarded land in lieu of their services.

• The Nayakara system: Under this system, the king was considered to be the 
owner of the soil and he distributed the lands to his nayakas.

• Nayakas had to pay a fixed annual financial contribution to the imperial 
exchequer which, according to the chronicle of Nuniz, was generally half their 
revenue.

• They were required to maintain a sufficient number of troops for the king and 
serve them in his war.

• The nayaka enjoyed greater freedom in his province. There was no system of 
transfer from one district to another.

•  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Society under Vijayanagar empire:
• The city of Vijayanagar was a luxurious society with splendid buildings. 

• Slavery was prevalent, as mentioned by Nicolo Conti. Silk and cotton clothes were mainly used for 
dresses. 

• Vijayanagar markets were noted for dealing in spices, textiles and precious stones.

• Religious tolerance was shown towards everyone. 

• Position of Women: – Women were employed in royal palaces. Some women scholars 
like Hannamma, Thirumalamma and Gangadevi, who wrote Madhuravijayam.

• Subordinate condition of women: Devadasi system was flourishing under Vijayanagar Kingdom, 
dancing girls were attached to the temples. Polygamy was prevalent among royal families. Sati practice 
was also recounted by traveller accounts.
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• Architecture under Vijayanagar Empire:
• It is generally understood that the very location site of 

Vijayanagara was inspired by the existence of the shrines of 
Virupaksha and Pampadevi. This is supported by the fact that, 
the Vijayanagara kings claimed to rule on behalf of the god 
Virupaksha.

• Vijayanagar rulers began the practice of wall inscriptions 
containing stories of Ramayana and Mahabharata on temples. 
Vithalswamy and Hazara Rama temple has such inscriptions. 
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The chief characteristic feature of Vijayanagar Architecture  was 
the construction of tall Raya Gopurams(gateways) and kalyan 
mandapas(open pavilion) with carved pillars. 
These mandapas were meant for seating deities on festival occasions. 
Amman shrines were added to existing temples.
The Varadhraja and Ekamparanatha temple at Kanchipuram are also 
examples of Vijayanagar style of Architecture.
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Foreign Visitors of Vijayanagara Kingdom: 
• Ibn Bututa (1333-1347 A.D.) — Moroccan traveller, who visited India during the reign of 

Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq. And came to Vijayanagar during the reign of Harihar I. 
• Nicolo Conti (1420-1421 A.D.) — Venetian traveller, who gave a comprehensive 

account of the Hindu kingdom of Vijayanagar. 
• Abdur Razzaq (1443-1444 A. D.) — Persian traveller, who stayed at the court of the 

Zamorin at Calicut. He has given a vivid account of the Vijayanagar city, while 
describing the wealth and luxurious life of the king and the nobles. 

• Duarte Barbosa (1500-1516 A.D.)  — Portuguese traveller, who has given a valuable 
narrative of the government and the people of the Vijayanagar empire. 

• Domingos Paes (1520-1522 A.D) — Portuguese traveller, who visited the court of 
Krishnadeva Raya. 

• Fernao Nuniz (1534-1537 A.D) — Portuguese merchant, who wrote the history of the 
empire from its earliest days to the closing years of Acchyutdeva Raya’s reign.
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Mughals
Q1. Consider the following: (2015)
The arrival of Babur into India led to the
1. introduction of gunpowder in the subcontinent 
2. introduction of the arch and dome in the region"s architecture
3.  establishment of Timurid dynasty in the region
Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3
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• Babur was a descendant of Timurid dynasty or clan of Turco-
Mongol lineage, descended from the warlord Timur and led to 
the establishment of Timurid dynasty in the region.

• Delhi Sultanate arches and domes

Subject, Topic & Expert



Copyright © 2016 by Vision IAS. [www.visionias.in]

Q2. Ibadat Khana at Fatehpur Sikri was? (2014)  
(a)the mosque for the use of Royal Family.  
(b)Akbar"s private prayer chamber.  
(c)the hall in which Akbar held discussions with scholars of 
various religions.  
(d)the room in which the nobles belonging in different religions 
gathered to discuss religious affairs.
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Travellers
• 1 question 
• Factual
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Q. Which one of the following foreign travellers elaborately 
discussed about diamonds and diamond mines of India?  
(a) Francois Bernier  
(b) Jean-Baptiste Tavernier  
(c) Jean de Thevenot  
(d) Abbe Barthelemy Carre
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Miscellaneous



Q. Consider the following pairs: (2015) 
Medieval Indian State       Present Region 
1. Champaka                       Central India 
2. Durgara                              Jammu 
3. Kuluta                             Malabar 
Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 3 only



Champaka is modern day Chamba

Kuluta is Kullu and 

Durgara is Jammu 
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Ancient India
• 11 questions 
• Factual and Fundamental
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Rig vedic and Indus Valley Civilization 

• 5 questions 
• Basic and Factual 
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Q1. With reference to the difference between the culture of Rigvedic 
Aryans and Indus Valley people, which of the following statements is/are 
correct?
 1. Rigvedic Aryans used the coat of mail and helmet in warfare whereas 
the people of Indus Valley Civilization did not leave any evidence of using 
them.
 2. Rigvedic Aryans knew gold, silver and copper whereas Indus Valley 
people knew only copper and iron.
 3. Rigvedic Aryans had domesticated the horse whereas there is no 
evidence of Indus Valley people having aware of this animal.
 Select the correct answer using the code given below:
 (a) 1 only
 (b) 2 and 3 only
 (c) 1 and 3 only
 (d) 1, 2 and 3
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Q2. With reference to the cultural history of India, the memorizing 
of chronicles, dynastic histories and epic tales was the profession 
of who of the following? (2016)  
(a) Shramana  
(b)Parivraajaka  
(c)Agrahaarika  
(d)Maagadha
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• During Gupta period, the memorizing of chronicles, dynastic 
histories or epic tales was the work of a different group of 
people, the sutas and magadhas.
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Q3. Which one of the following books of ancient India has the 
love story of the son of the founder of Sunga dynasty? 
(a) Swapnavasavadatta 
(b)  Malavikagnimitra 
(c) Meghadoota 
(d)  Ratnavali
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• Mricchakatika: The Mricchakatika (the clay-cart) by Sudraka (248 A.D.) presents a 
remarkable social drama with touches of grim reality. The play is set in the ancient city of 
Ujjayini during the reign of the King Palaka, near the end of the Pradyota dynasty that 
made up the first quarter of the fifth century BC. The central story is that of a noble but 
impoverished young Brahmin Charudatta, who falls in love with a wealthy courtesan or 
nagarvadhu, Vasantasena. The characters are drawn from all strata of society, which 
include thieves and gamblers, rogues and idlers, courtesans and their associates, police 
constables, mendicants and politicians. In Act III an interesting account of a burglary is 
given in which stealing is treated as a regular art. The interlinking of a political 
revolution with the private affairs of the two lovers adds a new charm to the play. 

• Kumarasambhava: Kumarasambhava, (meaning Birth of Kumara) an epic poem by 
Kalidasa was written in the 5th century CE. The work describes the courting of the 
ascetic Shiva, who is meditating in the mountains, by Parvati, the daughter of the 
Himalayas; the conflagration of Kama (the god of desire)—after his arrow struck Shiva—
by the fire from Shiva’s third eye; the wedding and lovemaking of Shiva and Parvati; and 
the subsequent birth of Kumara (Skanda), the war god. 

• Vikramorvsiya: Vikramorvasiya ( meaning Urvashi Won by Valour ) is a five-act Sanskrit 
play by Kalidasa who flourished in the 4th Century CE, on the Vedic love story of king 
Pururavas and an Apsara, a celestial nymph named Urvashi.
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Astronomy & Mathematics
• Earliest evidence of ancient Indian astronomical knowledge is contained in Vedanga texts 

on jyotisha or astrology - main focus of which was to fix the dates of sacrificial rituals.
• Earliest known historical astronomer Aryabhatta I. His work, Aryabhatiya – a text dealing 

with astronomy and mathematics
o Aryabhatta I had earth centric view of the Universe i.e. planets moved around the 

earth in epicycles
o Theory of eclipses – he rejected the belief that eclipses are not caused by demons 

rahu and ketu , but by moon coming within the earth’s shadow or between the earth 
and sun.

o He was the first to discover that earth rotated on its own axis.
o He found out the sine functions and used them in astronomy.
o He worked out the correct equation for calculating the orbit of planet and gave us an 

extremely accurate estimate of length of year ( 365.2586805 days).
o He is known as the father of algebra – solved a number of complex equations.

Subject, Topic & Expert
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• Contribution of Varahamira – 6th C. astronomer, astrologer and 
mathematician.
o Panchasiddhantika – summarized 5 astronomical schools existing at that 

time. Ascribes more importance to divine and semi-divine beings.

o Brihatsamhita – encyclopaedic work dealing with diverse topics like 
how to sharpen swords, how to ascertain the value of precious metals 
and stones , how to make trees bear fruits out of season, how to 
distinguish between good breeds of animals, nature and structure of 
temples , palaces and houses; explanation on seasons and discusses 
meterological issues such as the correlation between the clouds, winds 
and amount of rainfall.
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• Contribution of Brahmagupta, an astronomer and mathematician (6th/7th C)
o Brahmasputasiddhanta (628 C) and Khandakahadyaka(665 C) – these texts 

became very influential and their Arab translations and adaptations introduced 
Indian astronomy to the Arabs.

o Brahmasputasiddhanta – first surviving Indian text containing a systematic 
discussion of astronomical instruments as well as methods of computing 
astronomical elements from readings taken from them.

o The instruments include astronomical instruments for calculating time, 
movement of celestial bodies, duration of one day, etc – The accessories 
comprise – compasses(bhrama), hypotenuse(karna), semi-circular plate(dhanus), 
a semi-wooden plate graduated into 360 degree (chakra), etc.

o He also referred to complex automatic devices called ‘svayam yantras’ which 
reflects awareness of idea of perpetual motion.

o He was the first mathematician to discuss a method of obtaining a cyclic 
quadrilateral having rational sides and to give the area of cylcic quadrilateral.
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• Greek and Hellenistic influence on Indian Astrology – eg Sanskrit text Yavanajataka  
reflects transmission of hellenistic astronomical ideas into India.
o Naming of planets
o Naming of zodiacs
o Sequence of planets being fixed in the names of the seven days of the week in 

Indian texts.
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Mathematics
• Roots of Indian mathematics can be traced to Shulvasutras/Sulvasutras. 

o Sulva means measurement and Sulvasutras are manuals for preparation of the site 
where vedic rituals were to be performed esp with the construction of brick fire 
altars.

o They also contain one of the earliest expressions of the principle behind which 
later came to be known as Pythagoras Theorem in geometry.

o They also made suggestions for squaring a circle i.e. to construct , using only a 
compass and a ruler, a square whose area is equal to that of a given circle.

• Mahavira (9th C), a famous mathematician of Karnataka who lived in the court of 
Rashtrakuta king, Amoghvarsha, wrote a book called Ganitsarasangraha which dealt 
with various mathematical problems. He also gave formulae or area and 
circumference of an ellipse.

• Bhaskara II ( 12th C) wrote Lilavati – writings contain some important ideas of 
calculus.
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• Ganita-Shastra – a term used for mathematical sciences.
• Decimal System 

o Most important discoveries of ancient Indian mathematical sciences was Decimal 
system of notation – based on the place value of the first nine numbers and the 
use of the symbol known as bindu for zero.

o Oldest datable evidence of decimal place value system of notation is in a 3rd C 
work on astrology called Yavanjataka by Sphujidhvaja. This work doesnot 
mention zero.

o The zero symbol i.e. dot was used in metrics (chhanda) by Pingala in the 
Chhandasutras    ( a pre 2nd C BC work)

o Panchasiddhantika  by Varahamihira – earliest datable text  to give zero both as a 
number and symbol.

o The decimal system of notation was used by Varahamihira was referred by 
Aryabhatta in his Aryabhatiya.  Aryabhatta’s method of extracting the square root 
and cube root presupposes the decimal value of the numbers.
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Medical Knowledge In Ancient Times
• There might have been many systems of medicine in ancient India, but Ayurveda  (knowledge for 

longevity) has come down to us.
• The concepts of dosha (humours), dhatu (body tissues), and mala (waste products) are central to 

Ayurveda.
• Three semi liquid  substances (dosha) – vata (wind), pitta(bile, choler) and kapha(phlegm) are 

supposed to circulate the body.
• The Charaka and Sushruta samhitas are its earliest surviving texts.
• The Charakasamhita contains several chronological layers that may go back to 3rd /2nd C BC.  It 

contains 8 sections divided into 120 Chapters.
o Sutra section deals with pharmacology, food, certain diseases and their treatment, doctors and 

quacks and various philosophical issues.
o The Nidana section – causes of eith important diseases.
o Vimana section – taste, nutrition, pathology and medical studies.
o Sharira section – anatomy , embryology and philosophy.
o Indiriya – diagnosis and prognosis.
o Chikitsa – theraphy
o Kalpa – pharmacy
o Siddhi – general discussion on therapy
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• Sushrutasamhita – 
o Describes surgery as the most useful branch of medical knowledge.
o Gives information on surgical techniques and practices.
o Surgical procedures mentioned- removal of cataract, cutting for a stone in the 

bladder, etc
o The text also mentions plastic surgery – rhinoplasty, repairing earlobes.

• Vagabhata’s  Ashtangahridaya(heart of medicine) – a comprehensive and systematic 
presentation of Ayurvedic knowledge belonging to 6th C 

• 14th C Sharngadhara Samhita – succint account f Ayurvedic preparations – still used 
in today’s Ayurvedic pharmaceutical industries

• Veterinary Science – Hastyaayurveda of Palakapya – delas with diagnosis and 
treatment of major diseases of elephants through medication and surgery.
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