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All the questions are compulsory and carry 12.5 marks each. NOT MORE THAN

200 WORDS.

1. Even though the equatorial regions have great potential in timber resources,
the lumbering industry has not developed properly in these regions. What
could be the possible reasons behind this? Discuss the suitability of the
equatorial regions for plantation agriculture.
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2. Transport linkages and government policies are the two most important
factors influencing the establishment of Footloose industries. What are the
other factors, which influence the location of these industries? Discuss in
the context of India.
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4. Jute, “The Golden Fibre”

enjoys significant ecological and economic

advantages over other fibres yet it has been struggling to survive. In this
context, discuss the problems associated with the Jute Industry in India. To
what extent can the Jute Technology Mission address the same?
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5. How do global pressure belts explain the formation of climatic regions
across the world?
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What are extra tropical cyclones? How are they different from tropical
cyclones? Why do the tropical cyclones weaken over the land after landfal|?
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Describe the different types of earthquake waves and their modes of
propagation. How do the earthquakes occurring in the Fold Mountain
regions differ from those occurring at large reservoirs/dams? What is the
difference between Shallow-focus and deep-focus earthquakes?
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Which are the prominent monsoon regions other than the Indian sub-
continent? Elucidate the crucial role played by the Tibetan Plateau in
regulating monsoons over the sub-continent.
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What are Rare Earth Elements? What are their uses? How is India positioned
in the global distribution of these resources?
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10. "The potential of Inland Water transport (IWT) to encourage and support
increased economic and social development is enormous”. Discuss the
factors responsible for the slow growth of IWT in India with special
emphasis on geographical limitations. Enumerate some steps taken by the
government in order to make this form of transportation competitive with
respect to rail and road.
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11. Lakshadweep has been facing a drastic decline in coral cover in recent years.
Discuss various environmental and anthropogenic factors behind this
phenomenon. How can El Nino be disastrous for the world’s coral reefs?
lustrate.
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12.  Municipal Solid waste management is fast becoming a nightmare for citizens
and local authorities in cities across India. Enumerate the steps taken by
various municipal bodies to tackle this enormous problem in India. Can WtE
(Waste to Energy) be a feasible solution to this fast growing problem?
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13.

It has been observed that the ozone hole develops over Antarctica, and not
over manufacturing centers where chlorofluorocarbons are released
prodigiously. How can you explain this phenomenon? Examine the possible
health and environmental impacts of ozone depletion.
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production of Coal Bed Methane has not vet started. What are the
environmental and economic constraints associated with the production of
coal bed methane in India?
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15. Hydrofluorocarbons have emerged as contentious issue in climate talks.
Discuss whether HFCs should be dealt with under Montreal or Kyoto

Protocol.
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16. "Wetlands provide ecosystem services essential to people and the
environment, valued at billions of dollars". Explain briefly. Enumerate the
causes for wetland losses across India. Further, elaborate on some
international and national measures taken to protect them.
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17. What do you understand by the phenomenon of Cloud Burst? How is it

related to flash floods ? Why are hilly areas more prone to the ill effects of
cloud burst?
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1€. What are Tsunamigenic zones? Give examples of such zones in the vicinity
of Indian Coastal regions. Examine the preparedness level of India to
minimize the impact of Tsunamis.
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19, "Community based disaster management, which seeks to empower
community directly to enhance their indigenous coping mechanisms, is a
must", Elaborate.
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