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All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks. Answer the questions in

NOT MORE than 200 worcs each. Content of the answer is more important than

its length.

1.  Though Indian Constitution provides the essential features of a federation, it
differs from the typical federal systems of the world in certain fundamental
respects. Elaborate. 10
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If the Lok Sabha is an indication of the mood of the nation at a particular
point of time, the Rajya Sabha is a summation of the concerns of the various
regions of the country over a period of time. Comment on the relevance of
Rajya Sabha in the cu-rent milieu. 10
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3.  While judiciary has been seen as a harbinger of promoting transparency and
accountability in governmental functions, it needs to promote the same

regarding its own functioning. Comment w.r.t the need for judicial reforms
in India. 10
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4. The stability of a democratic regime is directly contingent upon
transparency of its electoral process. Elaborate the critical electoral reforms,
which will decriminalize the electoral process and make it more transparent
and equitable. 10
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5.  The Prime Minister of India has acquired such eminence and power that
observers now prefer to call the political system as Prime Ministerial
Government rather than parliamentary or cabinet government. Critically
analyze with reference to the present government. 10
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6. “Indian democracy is now ready to shift from a crude First Past the Post
system to a system of Proportional Representation.” Do you agree?
Substantiate. 10
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7.  Although meant to function as watchdogs, human rights institutions in India
are treated as subordinate departments with scant regard for their
autonomy or statutory character. Analyze. 10
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8.  “Using poverty line numbers for welfare schemes doesn’t serve the purpose
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of social justice in India.” In the light of this statement, highlight the
shortfalls of linking welfare schemes with poverty line. Also mention how

the newly defined poverty line of Rangarajan Committee differs from that of
Tendulkar Committee. 10
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9. “HDR 2014 has introduced a gender development index (GDI) for the first
time. India ranks low at 127th place in GDL.” Discuss the various causes for
gender development disparity in India. Also mention the steps taken by the
government in reducing this disparity. 10
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10. The recent IB report. which clubs s intd one bundle and treats them as
seditious, threatens civil society as a space of freedom, dissent and
creativity. Discuss. 10
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11. A healthy working relationship between Ministers and civil servants is
critical for good governance in a democracy, yet civil service must remain
free from political considerations. Comment. 10
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12. The centrality of planning for efficient allocation of scarce resource is
imperative for any developing nation. In the light of the above statement
critically analyze the need and functions of a suitable alternative to the
Planning Commission. 10
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13. "The chariot of inclusive growth would run on two wheels-one of economic
reforms to jack up the GDP growth, the other would be the reform of
grassroots governance". What reforms are needed to improve grassroots
governance institutions & to what extent can they become critical
instruments for furthering the ideals of social, political & economic justice.
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14. As the demand for welfare state grew, the size of the state expanded
dramatically. But now there is a demand for ‘less government, more

governance'. Critically examine.
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15. What institutional and procedural reforms are needed for regulating the
introduction of high risk technologies like Nuclear energy and GMO in a
democratic framework? 10
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16. Strong universal social protection not only improves individual resilience — it
can also bolster the resilience of the economy as a whole. Comment with
special reference to the schemes for the vulnerable sections of the society.
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17. "e-Governance has not been the savior that it was expected to be.” Discuss
the challenges faced in the conceptualization and implementation of the e-
Governance initiatives in India. 10
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18. How can Myanmar become the central pillar for India’s Enhanced Look East
Policy? Outline the scrategic and economic reasons for the country’s
increased bearing on Indian interests. 10
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19. "With the advent of democracy in Bhutan, the buffers of British Raj are no
longer a viable option.” Examine the need for India to recast its
neighborhood policy in wake of increasing Chinese influence. 10
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20. India has not leveraged the potential of its diaspora as some of the other
countries such as China. Critically analyze. Suggest some steps that should
be taken for better utilization of the Indian Diaspora. 10
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21. Resolution of the Indo-Bangladesh maritime dispute has been slated as a
win-win for both countries. Highlight the politico-economic impact of this
decision for Indo-Bangladesh relations. 10
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22. For India's energy security concerns, a positive Hydro Diplomacy with
neighbours is the need of the hour. Discuss.10
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23. ISIS is a threat to world peace’. Analyze how the rise of ISIS poses a threat
not only to the Arab world but the world peace at large, including India. Do
you think that the conventional military strategies are ill-equipped to deal
with the challenges posed by Islamic terrorism? 10
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24. The New Development Bank depicts a conscious effort to end the economic
hegemony by the developed world. Comment. Also examine the benefits
that can accrue to India because of this initiative. 10
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25. While some countries, particularly from the West, see G-20's role as
preserving the existing order, other emerging economies, like India, want G-
20 to transform the present order to accommodate them. Critically analyze.

10
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