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Our mission is to inspire students to become 
curious and compassionate global citizens by taking 
an active interest in the world around them. Our 
travel programs are designed for a community of 
travelers who seek an authentic, safe, and engaging 
international experience while providing the 
opportunity to cultivate positive and sustainable 
change worldwide. 

HISTORY  
Smithsonian Institution 
For more than 170 years, the Smithsonian Institution, 
the largest museum, research, and education complex in 
the world, has inspired generations through its steadfast 
dedication to the “increase and diffusion of knowledge.” 
In a globalized world, it is more important than ever to 
promote the Smithsonian values of Discovery, Creativity, 
Excellence, Diversity, Integrity, and Service.

Walking Tree Travel 
Founded in 2005 by three childhood friends and avid 
travelers from Denver, Colorado, Walking Tree Travel 
helps plant the seed of global stewardship in the minds 
of young people through the creation of engaging, 
international travel programing.

Our Collaboration 
In 2016, the Smithsonian and Walking Tree joined 
forces to create a collection of dynamic international 
travel programs for high school students - Smithsonian 
Student Adventures. These educational immersion 
programs highlight our shared mission of learning and 
discovery, and offer a unique opportunity for high school 
student travelers to explore the world in a meaningful 
way.

Smithsonian Student Adventures (SSA) programs uncover 
the genuine culture of each destination and inspire 
students to take an active role in their local and global 
community. We partner with high schools to provide 
memorable small-group experiences, and invest in 
cultivating and maintaining long-term relationships with 
our partner communities. This focus allows us to meet the 
diverse needs and desires of our travelers with dynamic 
and flexible itineraries that inspire and delight.

SSA offers individual Open Enrollment and Custom Group Programs for 
high school students and educators who want to travel internationally.

If you are interested in organizing a group of travelers who are not in 
high school, please contact Walking Tree Travel directly.
walkingtree.org • info@walkingtree.org • +1 303-242-8541

Student on a Service Adventure program sharing a few laughs 
with her host sister. Guatemala.
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Customize Your Focus

Individual Open Enrollment Travel 
Open Enrollment programs are available to individual high school students who are interested in traveling with 
students from around the country. Candidates are accepted based on the strength of their application and 
reviewed on a first-come, first-served basis. Please visit the SSA website for details on dates and pricing. 

SSA offers three types of Open Enrollment Programs:

TWO WAYS TO TRAVEL: CUSTOM GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL OPEN ENROLLMENT TRAVEL
Custom Group Travel 
SSA partners with educators and schools to create customized itineraries that fit the learning objectives and 
goals of each group. We support our educational partners every step of the way by helping recruit and prepare 
participants, handling all logistics, and providing structured reflection and educational components before, 
during, and after the program. By working with SSA, you are gaining a long-term partner in international travel. 

For a current listing of our destinations, please visit our website at SmithsonianStudentAdventures.com

Canada

Guatemala

Costa Rica

Panama

Ecuador

Peru

Belize

United Kingdom

France

Spain

Morocco

Senegal

Italy

Japan

China

Thailand

Ireland

Australia

CONSERVATION  
EXPEDITIONS

Conservation Expeditions 
allow students to participate in 
scientific research projects, learn 
about diverse ecosystems, and 
lend a hand in community-based 
biodiversity conservation efforts.

CULTURAL 
JOURNEYS

Cultural Journeys provide deep 
insight into the history, culture, 
and natural heritage of our host 
countries through authentic 
immersive experiences.

SERVICE 
ADVENTURES

Service Adventures combine 
authentic homestays, adventure 
travel, and meaningful service 
projects decided upon in 
conjunction with the local 
community.

 Dedication to our Planet

SSA is committed to maintaining and improving the health of ecosystems around the world and the lives of 
people who depend on them. We minimize plastic and paper waste in our operations, support community-
based wildlife conservation in our host countries, and offer travelers the opportunity to offset the carbon costs 
of their programs.
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OUR 
DIFFERENCE
Travel Guaranteed 
Nervous that you might not hit the 
minimum enrollment needed for a 
custom group? Not to worry. If you don’t 
reach the minimum, any of your students 
who have signed up for your custom 
program will be guaranteed a space and 
automatically accepted into one of our 
Open Enrollment Programs.

Extraordinary Leadership 
All SSA programs are staffed by our 
well-trained Program Leaders, who are 
tasked to support your international 
experience and to be a “one-stop” 
resource for your group. Program Leaders 
hail from some of the most prestigious 
educational institutions on the planet. 
They are passionate, experienced, and 
knowledgeable about the cultures and 
subject matters you will explore on your 
program.

Flexible Itineraries 
We will work closely with you to create the 
perfect, custom-tailored program based 
on your timeframe, preferences, budget, 
and educational goals. We always design 
our itineraries to be flexible enough 
to allow you and your Program Leader 
to make adjustments based on group 
interests and unexpected opportunities 
that might arise during your program. 

Global Leadership Curriculum

Walking Tree Travel has developed tools that will help SSA travelers 
mature as global leaders before, during, and after their travel program. 
This simple, engaging preparation is meant to spark discussion, frame 
the group’s experience, and prepare participants to travel ethically and 
effectively.

Non-Consolidation Guarantee

We will never combine your custom group with another unless 
requested, ensuring that your leadership style and learning objectives 
are not compromised by another group’s agenda.

Community Projects and Authentic Homestays 

SSA programs bring students into communities where we have 
built long-standing, deep-rooted connections. Our in-country 
staff facilitate safe and impactful service projects that fulfill needs 
identified by our host communities.

Students on a Cultural Journey program riding bicycles through a mountainous 
town. Peru.
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Program Leader Spotlight: Morrison Mast
A U.S. Student Fulbright Scholar, Morrison is a wildlife photographer, conservationist, 
world musician, and polyglot, speaking four languages. With travel experience in more 
than 50 countries by the age of 25, his work in community-based wildlife conservation 
has ranged from independent photojournalism projects in Madagascar, to preservation 
of indigenous cultures and leatherback sea turtle research in Panama, to tracking 
endangered carnivores in the wilderness of Botswana. As WTT’s Conservation Program 
Director, Morrison designs enriching adventures that bring students to the wild places 
of the world where they will interact with scientists and volunteers who are working to 
prevent the extinction of endangered species. 
 

Program Leaders by the numbers:

95%
studied abroad

in college

19
average number of 

countries visited

90%
have worked in
K-12 education

3
average number of 
languages spoken

14
average age they 
started traveling

OUR COMMUNITY
• When students travel with SSA, they become 

members of a global community dedicated to 
exploring and engaging with the world. 

• Even after our SSA programs return home, we 
continue to inspire students to become active 
and mature global citizens through the Global 
Leadership Curriculum developed by Walking 
Tree Travel. We also provide recommendations for 
students whether they are applying to university, 
considering further studies abroad, or searching for 
employment. 

• Our team of travel experts, based both in the United 
States and in our host countries, work together to 
ensure SSA programs are safe, authentic, engaging, 
and affordable. 

• Students will build true relationships with our 
experienced Program Leaders, esteemed researchers, 
expert guides, and welcoming community partners, 
all of whom help to ensure a high caliber of 
experience and community that can only be found 
on a Smithsonian Student Adventures program.

Students showing support to one another on a Conservation Expedition. Costa Rica.
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FEATURED PROGRAM
For every Custom Group Travel program, we provide print and digital materials created for your group. 
Below is a sample webpage.

      This program provides an ideal cultural experience for 
our students. Living with a host family while working side by 
side with community members on a service project allows 
students to fully immerse themselves and build meaningful 
relationships to better understand other cultures. Our goal 
is to create a program that models self aware, curious, and 
compassionate travel for our students.     

            - Anna Sours, Program Leader & Spanish Teacher

“

“

TUITION
We believe that cost should not prevent enthusiastic high school students from being able to travel on 
an SSA program. We are proud to offer opportunities for fundraising, along with payment plans to help 
make travel abroad a reality for everyone.

All-Inclusive Pricing 
We believe in transparent pricing, with no hidden fees or extra costs. Tuition includes all 
accommodations, travel insurance (including Emergency Evacuation), three meals per day, drinking 
water, ground transportation, enrichment, group activities, excursion entrance fees, taxes, tips, full time 
program leaders and support staff, and international flights on custom programs. 
 
Fundraising 
Our travelers are provided with fundraising opportunities that are easy and fun to implement and take 
part in. We will distribute a free Fundraising Guide to help your group find new sources of funding. 

Payment Plans 
SSA works closely with families to arrange payment schedules that meet their needs and budget. For 
families that qualify, we offer low-interest payment plans. 

Students on a Cultural Journey posing with traditional clothing gifted by their host community. Senegal.
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Students snorkeling at Hol Chan Marine Reserve off Caye Caulker. Belize.


