
5

4

3

2

1

Your manuscript meets or exceeds the level of writing 
that is typically expected for publication in this area.

Your writing in this area is good, but there are one or
two opportunities for improvement.

A few areas here require some revision; or, one area
could benefit from significant revision.

Several areas here require some revision; or, a few
areas could benefit from significant revision.

This area lacks critical development, and requires
significant revisions or rework.

Score What it means

96 -100

90-95

80-90

70-80

50-70

Our reviewer feels, from a technical perspective, this
manuscript is ready for representation as it stands.

This manuscript could be improved in a few areas but 
is nearly ready for representation.

This manuscript is not quite ready for representation,
but could be with some revisions in a few areas or 
significant revision in one or two areas.

This manuscript has potential, but needs revision in 
several areas or significant rework in a few areas.

This manuscript requires significant rework in several 
areas.

Score What it means

This chart tells you how to interpret the INDIVIDUAL 
CATEGORY SCORES on your evaluation.

If your manuscript has a score of less than 5 in any area, feedback 
will be included to help guide your revision. Notes in italics 
represent general feedback, while notes in regular typeface
represent specifics and further clarification.

Please remember that every reader has personal preferences. Just because
a manuscript is technically perfect doesn’t mean that it will be right for every 
agent and editor. Conversely, there are also editors and agents willing to work
with manuscripts despite technical faults.

This chart tells you how to interpret the COMPOSITE
SCORE on your evaluation.

HOW TO READ YOUR EVALUATION

But what do all of these numbers and comments mean?

Thank you for choosing Writers’ Clearinghouse to evaluate your manuscript! Our industry expert has finished reading your 
entire manuscript and graded it using our proprietary evaluation system. The pages that follow show exactly where your 
manuscript stands, what its strengths and weaknesses are, and what your next steps should be.



COMPOSITE SCORE

SAMPLE [Title, Author]

Plot

Character

Setting

Voice

Grammar & Usage

15

18

16

17

19

85



PLOT

Too little foreshadowing of conflict. 

The action grew very tense near the ending, but there wasn’t enough build up to that tension, and I
fear that a reader might not be invested in the conflicts if they don’t have enough to ground themselves 
on. I’d suggest combing through the beginning half of the book and placing deliberate stepping stones
to get the reader to where you want her to go when the conflicts finally come to a head.

Conflict & Tension (4)Conflict & Tension (4)

In the beginning, a little more could potentially be done to show the kids treating 
Selene poorly prior to the soccer hacking for the reader to strongly connect with 
why she needed to cheat.

Structure (4)
SAMPLE [TITLE, Author]

comments and scores

Structure

Conflict & tension

Pacing

Climax



PLOT

I wanted the mystery surrounding Geoff as the thief to be seeded more strongly throughout the story 
and be less obvious towards the end. I think it became too apparently clear he was the culprit in the 
scene at the temple when he was asking Selene all about her propulsion system. I think it could be a 
tad more subtle.

Climax (4)

I felt the soccer section at the beginning went on too long—it set up 
Selene's situation, her motivations, etc but it didn't really connect to the 
plot in a way that was satisfactory for the time spent on it. Try shortening 
it, to get to the rest of the story faster. 

Pacing (3)
SAMPLE [TITLE, Author]

comments and scores

Structure

Conflict & tension

Pacing

Climax

4

4

3

4

15



CHARACTER

Lovely character growth and a dynamic, authentic feeling character. 
Selene had wonderful flaws and strengths, and strong, relatable motivations.

Main Character (5)

From page one, we knew what Selene’s goals were, and we never got lost.
Clear Goals (5)

I found nothing to note here. Well done!
Relatability (5)

Excessive use of secondary characters.
It could be hard to follow the number of secondary characters at times—there were a lot of names. 
I'd suggest limiting them somewhat towards the beginning and introducing them to the reader more 
slowly, taking time to build the ones the reader is supposed to develop more of a connection to.

Secondary Character (3)

SAMPLE [TITLE, Author]

comments and scores

Main Character

Clear Goals

Secondary Characters

Relatability

5

5

3

5

18



SETTING

I found nothing to note here. Well done!
Sense of Place (5)

I found that you struggled to connect with the reader’s senses throughout. Try 
going through and revising specifically for sensory details—taste, touch, sight, sound smell.

Sensory Detail (3)

Wonderfully strong world building with fantastic inclusion of science that lets the reader really see, feel, 
and understand the world.

World Building (5)

The world felt real, even through it was in outer space and not really something that’s possible (with today’s 
tech).

Complete & Consistent (5)

SAMPLE [TITLE, Author]

comments and scores

Sense of Place

Sensory Detail

World Building

Complete & Consistent

5

3

4

4

16



VOICE

I think your prose would benefit from a bit of revision. Just go 
through and delete unecessary words from every page, and it’ll 
tighten things up nicely.

Command of Language (3)

At times, this stood out really well, but then there are others where it can 
kind of feel just slightly derivative. Nothing a bit of revision focused solely on dialogue wouldn’t cure.

Uniqueness (4)

Strong voice, very easy to connect to and endearing.
Skill Level (5)

I found nothing to note here. Well done!
Consistency (5)

SAMPLE [TITLE, Author]

comments and scores

Command of Language

Uniqueness

Skill Level

Consistency

3

4

5

5

17



GRAMMAR & USAGE

This was one of the cleanest manuscripts I’ve ever read. 
Didn’t spot a single typo.

Mechanics (5)

I found nothing to note here. Well done!
Word Choice (5)

I found nothing to note here. Well done!
Vocabulary (5)

There are times when your paragraphs can feel repetative. As you read hrough during your next revision.
I’d suggest being on the lookout for sentences with identical structure, and vary it up. This will help your 
novel read a lot easier.

Sentence Structure (4)

SAMPLE [TITLE, Author]

comments and scores

Mechanics

Word Choice

Vocabulary

Sentence Structure

5

5

5

4

19



NEXT STEPS

Congratulations! Your manuscript scored in the 80 range, which means it is essentially ready for submission 
to agents. Our review shows some areas where your manuscript can improve slightly, particularly plot, 
setting, and voice. We would suggest that you take a look at the areas identified above before you begin 
your submission process.

As our community grows, and agents begin to use our website, we will have the ability to match agents 
directly to you and your manuscript based on your evaluation totals. Continue to check back on your 
author poauthor portal for website updates, including the addition of our searchable agent database.

Thank you for choosing Writers’ Clearinghouse to evaluate your manuscript! We enjoyed reading your work, 
and hope to have provided you with useful feedback as you move forward on your path to publication. 

Nearly There

SAMPLE [TITLE, Author] 85


