
cdc.gov/coronavirus
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY – DO NOT DISTRIBUTE

COVID-19 Vaccine Implementation Update

Native Waters on Arid Lands
15 January 2021



Overview

 COVID-19 Prevention Strategies 
 COVID-19 General Vaccine Updates

– Current COVID-19 vaccines
– Vaccine prioritization
– Vaccine safety

 COVID-19 Vaccine for Tribal Nations, Alaska Native 
Villages, and Urban Indian Health Organizations

 Communication Resources



Prevention
Everyday preventive actions

▪ When in public, wear a mask that covers  
your mouth and nose

▪ Avoid close contact with others, including people who
are sick

▪ Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with  
unwashed hands

▪ Stay home as much as possible, especially when you
are sick



Prevention (con’t)

▪ Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw it away
▪ Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces
▪ Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20

seconds
▪ Use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at least  

60% alcohol if soap and water are not readily  
available

– When using an alcohol-based hand sanitizer, rub the gel over  
all the surfaces of hands and fingers until hands are dry.

– Do not rinse or wipe off the sanitizer before it’s dry, use alcohol-based
hand sanitizer to clean surfaces, or store alcohol-based hand sanitizer
above 105°F.



Social distancing

▪ Also called “physical distancing”
▪ Since people can spread the virus before they know  they 

are sick or have symptoms, it is important to stay  away 
from others when possible

▪ Keep space between yourself and others outside  of 
your home

▪ To practice social distancing
– Stay at least 6 feet (about 2 arm lengths) from other people
– Do not gather in groups
– Stay out of crowded places and avoid mass gatherings

cdc.gov/coron  
avirus



COVID-19 General Vaccine Updates

 Over 200 vaccines currently under development
– Within the United States:

• Four vaccines in active Phase III clinical trials
• Five vaccines in active Phase I/II clinical trials

 FDA issued emergency use authorizations (EUAs) for two COVID-19 vaccines
– Pfizer- December 11, 2020
– Moderna- December 18, 2020

Sources: https://www.modernatx.com/cove-study; https://www.pfizer.com/science/coronavirus/vaccine, https://connect.trialscope.com/studies/34986a8a-b779-4169-a35c-
5d929149d426; https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-pfizer/pfizer-says-coronavirus-vaccine-study-shows-mostly-mild-to-moderate-side-effects-idUSKBN26631T 



Currently available COVID-19 Vaccines
Pfizer-BioNTech Moderna
2-dose series, 21 days apart, authorized 
for 16 years and older

2-dose series, 28 days apart, 
authorized for 18 years and older

Stored at ultra-cold temperatures (-80°C) Stored at frozen temperatures (-20°C)

Vials can be stored refrigerated between 
2° to 8°C (36° to 46°F) for use within 120 
hours (5 days)

Vials can be stored refrigerated 
between 2° to 8°C (36° to 46°F) for up 
to 30 days prior to first use

Distribution challenges:

- Limited vaccine supply

- Complex cold chain impacts 
redistribution

Distribution challenges:

- Limited vaccine supply



General Vaccine Authorization to Distribution Timeline

Day 1: FDA issues 
Emergency Use 

Authorization for 
COVID-19 vaccine

Day 2: ACIP 
recommends us of 

vaccine

Day 3: COVID-19 
vaccine ships

Day 4: Doses arrive, 
redistributed, 

and/or 
administered



Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) 
COVID-19 Vaccine Prioritization
 ACIP develops recommendations for vaccine use for the United States.

– Independent panel of experts
– Clinical and public health guidance 

 ACIP voted on groups for COVID-19 vaccine prioritization

Phase 1a • Healthcare workers 
• Long term care facility staff and residents

Phase 1b • Frontline essential workers 
• Persons aged ≥75 years

Phase 1c • Persons aged 65–74 years
• Persons aged 16–64 years with high-risk medical conditions
• Other essential workers 



How was the vaccine development timeline accelerated 
while ensuring safety?

 Researchers used existing clinical trial networks to conduct COVID-19 vaccine 
trials.

 Manufacturing began while clinical trials are still underway. 

 mRNA vaccines are faster to produce than traditional vaccines.

 FDA and CDC are prioritizing review, authorization, and recommendation of 
COVID-19 vaccines.

*For more information, visit the COVID-19 Prevention Network: www.coronaviruspreventionnetwork.org/about-covpn
* www.FDA.gov/COVID19vaccines https://www.fda.gov/media/143890/download

http://www.coronaviruspreventionnetwork.org/about-covpn
http://www.fda.gov/COVID19vaccines
https://www.fda.gov/media/143890/download


COVID-19 mRNA Vaccines
 The two vaccines now in use, manufactured by Pfizer-BioNTech and 

Moderna, are mRNA vaccines:
– They prevent COVID-19 by stimulating the body to produce protective 

antibodies.
– They cannot give someone COVID-19; mRNA vaccines do not use the 

live virus that causes COVID-19.
 They do not affect or interact with our DNA in any way.

– mRNA never enters the nucleus of the cell, which is where our DNA 
(genetic material) is kept.

– The cell breaks down and gets rid of the mRNA soon after it is finished 
using the instructions.



Safety of COVID-19 vaccines is a top priority.
 COVID-19 vaccines are being held to the same safety standards as all vaccines.

Before authorization
• FDA carefully reviews all safety 

data from clinical trials.
• ACIP reviews all safety data 

before recommending use.

After vaccine authorization
• FDA and CDC closely 

monitor vaccine safety and 
side effects.



Monitoring vaccine safety is a regular, ongoing part of the 
vaccine safety lifecycle.
 Existing systems and data sources, such as the Vaccine Adverse 

Event Reporting System (VAERS), are used to monitor safety of 
vaccines after they are authorized or licensed.

 New systems have been developed to monitor vaccine
safety, such as V-safe After Vaccination Health Checker:

– uses text messaging and web surveys to check-in with 
vaccine recipients after vaccination

– participants can report side effects and health impact events 
after COVID-19 vaccination

https://vaers.hhs.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/vsafe.html


COVID-19 Allocation for Tribal Nations, Alaska Native 
Villages, and Urban Indian Health Programs 

 Tribal and Urban Indian health programs chose to 
receive COVID-19 vaccine either through the state or 
through HIS.

 698 IHS, Tribal, and Urban health facilities have been 
enrolled in the IHS or state vaccination program to 
receive COVID-19 vaccine:

– 340 I/T/U facilities through IHS (approx. 2 million 
people)

– 358 I/T/U facilities through the state (approx. 
500,000 people)



COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution

 IHS and states receive their vaccine allocation 
simultaneously

 Vaccine supplies are limited, and not every site received 
vaccine in the first weeks.

 Once a facility has enrolled with IHS or the 
state/jurisdiction, switching is not advised.

– New vaccine ordering and reporting processes would 
need to be established.

– It would likely result in a delay in receiving vaccine.
 Coordination between the state and IHS is strongly 

encouraged.
 As of January 7, 2021, IHS distributed 182,000 doses of 

COVID-19 vaccine.



December 14, Chinle, AZ

 “This vaccine was made for a purpose: to be used to 
protect us from the COVID-19 virus. We can’t waste this 
opportunity. Everyone will have their chance to be 
vaccinated and everyone has to make their own choice. 
For me, I chose to be vaccinated because I know 
people— other medicine men— that have been exposed 
to the virus. Some have lost loved ones. I’ve listened to 
stories of people that were sick with the virus. I thought 
about my own priorities: my family, my loved ones. I was 
given this opportunity and I’m so grateful.” 

– Mr. Roland Begay, Chinle Comprehensive 
Healthcare Facility



Resources



COVID-19 Vaccination Communication Toolkit for Health Systems and Clinics | CDC

COVID-19 Vaccination Communication Toolkit For Medical Centers, Clinics, and Clinicians

PostersSlides Fact Sheets &
FAQs

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/health-systems-communication-toolkit.html


 COVID-19 Vaccination Communication Toolkit for Health Systems and Clinics | CDC

Video StickersSocial Media

COVID-19 Vaccination Communication Toolkit For Medical Centers, Clinics, and Clinicians

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/health-systems-communication-toolkit.html
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Web and Social Media

 New COVID-19 content going live at: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/201
9-ncov/vaccines/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/201
9-ncov/hcp/vaccination.html

 More content for patients and 
providers will continue to be added to 
CDC COVID-19 pages and vaccine 
pages.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/vaccination.html
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Vaccine Safety Monitoring Systems
 Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS)
 Vaccine Safety Datalink (VSD)
 Clinical Immunization Safety Assessment (CISA)
 Biologics Effectiveness and Safety System (BEST)
 V-safe After Vaccination Health Checker 

https://vaers.hhs.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vsd/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/cisa/index.html
https://www.fda.gov/vaccines-blood-biologics/safety-availability-biologics/cber-biologics-effectiveness-and-safety-best-system
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/vsafe.html


Thank you! 
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