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REPORT #: 20200812.1 DATE: 8/12/2020 TIME: 16:00 

INCIDENT NAME: COVID-2019 OPERATIONAL PERIOD: 18 MISSION NUMBER: 20-0265 

WHATCOM UNIFIED INCIDENT COMMAND STATUS 

ACTIVATION:  
Whatcom Unified Emergency Command Center 

ACTIVATION STATUS:  
Partial  

HOURS OF OPERATION: 
8:00 am – 4:30 pm  

GENERAL SITUATION                                      
ICS 202 

 

DATE CONFIRMED CASES DEATHS 

08/12/2020* 991 39 

08/11/2020* 990 40 

08/10/2020 989 39 

08/09/2020 982 40 

08/08/2020 970 39 

*Data provided by the Whatcom County Health Dept is considered preliminary.  As they verify cases, we can expect delays and fluctuations in data 

reported.  Data was last updated 8/10/2020.  
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*Source: Whatcom County Health Department: https://www.whatcomcounty.us/3329/Novel-Coronavirus-COVID-19 

INTELLIGENCE REPORT                                                                            

Data for PeaceHealth St. Joseph Medical Center 
 
Updated as of 8/12/2020: 

• 0 confirmed positive COVID-19 patients 

• 0 suspected COVID-19 patients 

• 0 ventilators in use for COVID-19 positive patients 

• 41 ventilators available 

• 42 surge/overflow beds available 
* The data reported is the most current information provided from PeaceHealth St. Joseph Medical Center.  Information is updated as 
soon as it is available. 

WHATCOM COUNTY-NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS TESTED  

 

https://www.whatcomcounty.us/3329/Novel-Coronavirus-COVID-19
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**Source: Washington State Department of Health 
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/NovelCoronavirusOutbreak2020COVID19/DataDashboard 

 

*Note: A single incident can generate multiple 911 calls and incidents can occur without a 911 call.  
**Source: Whatcom County EMS 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Incident Objective 6: Keep the public, stakeholders, and the media informed of response activities 

The Whatcom Unified Command Joint Information Center (JIC) updates and maintains the Whatcom COVID-19 website 
as the central repository for the most up to date information regarding COVID-19 for Whatcom County residents.  
Updates are continually made to report on current health data, government recommendations and orders, and media 
coverage. All information has been verified to come from reputable sources.  The JIC coordinates with partner agencies 
throughout the State to maintain consistency when reporting information. 

 Local Information (Coordinated through the JIC): 
● WUC Whatcom COVID-19 website: https://whatcomcovid.com/ 
● Whatcom County Health Department website: https://www.whatcomcounty.us/covid  
● Whatcom County News Flash: www.co.whatcom.wa.us 
● WUC Facebook 
● WUC Twitter 
● Whatcom County Health Department Facebook 

 State and Federal Information 

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/NovelCoronavirusOutbreak2020COVID19/DataDashboard
https://whatcomcovid.com/
https://whatcomcovid.com/
https://www.whatcomcounty.us/3329/Novel-Coronavirus-COVID-19
https://www.whatcomcounty.us/3329/Novel-Coronavirus-COVID-19
https://www.whatcomcounty.us/3329/Novel-Coronavirus-COVID-19
http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/
http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/
https://www.facebook.com/whatcomCOVID/
https://twitter.com/WhatcomCOVID
https://www.facebook.com/WhatcomCountyHealth/
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● Governor Inslee’s Proclamations:   
● Washington State Department of Health provides guidance on wearing cloth face coverings   
● Governor’s phased approach  
● Washington State face covering directive 
● Washington State COVID-19 risk assessment dashboard 

JIC Updates 
● WCHD Website www.whatcomcounty.us/covid 

○ News flashes 
■ COVID-19 Risk Decision-making for Older Adults 

● Whatcom Unified Command website www.whatcomcovid.com 
○ Responded to inquiries 
○ Posts 

■ How are you adjusting to COVID-19? Take this short survey. 
■ Whatcom Unified Command COVID-19 response by the numbers 

● Social Media Posts 
○ WCHD Facebook Updates 

■ Tools for navigating risks for older adults 
■ Return to work guidance 

○ WUC Facebook Updates 
■ Low barrier COVID-19 testing is expanding 

● Other 
 

Updates from Whatcom County Health Department – Operations (Cindy Hollinsworth) 
● We are looking at increasing our Syringe Services program again, after the hours were previously reduced due to 

COVID-19. 
● There is concern about how we will manage COVID-19 during the flu season this year. 
● We continue to bring on and train Case and Contact Investigators (CCI) volunteers to help with our caseload. 
● We plan to use CARES Act funds to hire more CCIs. 

 
 

8-12-20 
Local and State 

● Bellingham Herald: Inslee: $40 million Immigrant Relief Fund to help those who can’t get stimulus money - 8-12-
20 

● Bellingham Herald: Pac-12 Conference cancels fall football season, all sports through end of 2020 - 8-12-20 
● Bellingham Herald: Whatcom County has one new COVID-19 case as death count fluctuates, state says Tuesday - 

8-12-20 
● Bellingham Herald: Last Whatcom public school announces plans for the start of school year amid COVID-19 - 8-

12-20 
● Spokesman Review: ‘Great for working parents’: Spokane district to offer distance learning at school sites - 8-11-

20 
● Seattle Times: Coronavirus daily news updates, Aug. 12: What to know today about COVID-19 - 8-12-20 
● Seattle Times: ‘A smoking gun’: Infectious coronavirus retrieved from hospital air - 8-11-20 
● Seattle PI: Coronavirus cases in Washington rising among older adults: report - 8-11-20 
● My Northwest: UW modeler: US needs national COVID response to resume college sports - 8-12-20 

 
National 

● NPR: How The Coronavirus Has Upended College Admissions - 8-12-20 

https://www.governor.wa.gov/office-governor/official-actions/proclamations
https://www.governor.wa.gov/office-governor/official-actions/proclamations
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/ClothFacemasks.pdf
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/ClothFacemasks.pdf
https://www.governor.wa.gov/news-media/chart-washingtons-phased-approach
https://www.governor.wa.gov/news-media/chart-washingtons-phased-approach
https://coronavirus.wa.gov/information-for/you-and-your-family/face-masks-or-cloth-face-covering
https://coronavirus.wa.gov/what-you-need-know/covid-19-risk-assessment-dashboard
http://www.whatcomcounty.us/covid
https://www.whatcomcounty.us/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=2130
http://www.whatcomcovid.com/
https://whatcomcovid.com/how-are-you-adjusting-to-covid-19-take-this-short-survey/
https://whatcomcovid.com/whatcom-unified-command-covid-19-response-by-the-numbers/
https://www.facebook.com/WhatcomCountyHealth/photos/a.213647125495329/1407313256128704/
https://www.facebook.com/WhatcomCountyHealth/photos/a.213647125495329/1407365339456829/
https://www.facebook.com/WhatcomCountyHealth/photos/a.213647125495329/1406493412877355
https://www.bellinghamherald.com/news/coronavirus/article244885852.html#storylink=topdigest_latest
https://www.bellinghamherald.com/sports/college/pac-12/university-of-washington/article244824757.html#storylink=topdigest_latest
https://www.bellinghamherald.com/news/coronavirus/article244866057.html#storylink=mainstage_card3
https://www.bellinghamherald.com/news/coronavirus/article244853127.html
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2020/aug/11/great-for-working-parents-spokane-district-to-offe/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/health/coronavirus-daily-news-updates-august-12-what-to-know-today-about-covid-19-in-the-seattle-area-washington-state-and-the-world/
https://www.seattletimes.com/nation-world/a-smoking-gun-infectious-coronavirus-retrieved-from-hospital-air/
https://www.seattlepi.com/coronavirus/article/Coronavirus-cases-in-Washington-rising-among-15475699.php
https://mynorthwest.com/2085636/dr-ali-mokdad-national-covid-response-college-sports/
https://www.npr.org/2020/08/12/900173338/how-the-coronavirus-has-upended-college-admissions
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● New York Times: 925 Quarantined for Covid. Is This a Successful School Reopening? - 8-12-20 
● New York Times: Coronavirus Live Updates: Bars and Restaurants Become Hot Spots for U.S. Infections - 8-12-20 
● AP News: Companies test antibody drugs to treat, prevent COVID-19 - 8-12-20 
● Route Fifty: Feds Will Reopen Schools on Native American Reservations - 8-12-20 
● Route  Fifty: Nurses and Doctors Sick With COVID Feel Pressured to Get Back to Work - 8-12-20 
● Reuters: Fed policymakers say economic growth will be muted until virus contained - 8-12-20 
● The Guardian: Ousted expert on Florida's Covid plan: 'They're not listening to the scientists' - 8-12-20 

 
Upcoming and Continuing JIC Priorities 

● Continue with mask messaging and information. 
● Work with COVID Employer Support Task Force to create content for the Resources for Businesses and 

Community Organizations page. 
● Communication about Phase 2 and Safe Start. 
● Help set expectations for progression of phased reopening. 
● Continue to prioritize messaging based on current Incident Objectives. 
● Work with Liaison to develop a plan for distribution of communication materials for community groups. 
● Working on a robust, strategic communications plan incorporating an equity focus throughout our messaging. 
● Working on increasing messaging for speakers of other languages, including Spanish. 
● Greater outreach to farming communities. 
● Increase focused messaging for young adults. 
● Improve data reporting with additional information and supporting explanations. 
● Communicate about testing access. 

 
 

WHATCOM UNIFIED COMMAND INFORMATION 

INCIDENT OBJECTIVES: Operational Period 18 
 

1. Anticipate and develop plans to address additional waves of COVID-19 infections. 
2. Prevent and mitigate the spread of COVID-19. 
3. Provide for the most vulnerable members of the community. 
4. Ensure adequacy of First Responder/Healthcare personnel and equipment/supplies. 
5. Support maintenance of Phase 2 status for Whatcom County. 
6. Keep the public, stakeholders, and the media informed of response activities. 
7. Manage a coordinated interagency response effort that reflects the makeup of Unified Command. 

 

SOURCES & RELEVANT SITES  

IAP Software 

WADOH Daily Epi Report 
WADOH Map: https://www.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/3614241b1c2b4e519ae1cf52e2c3d560 

Whatcom County Health Department http://www.whatcomcounty.us/3329/Novel-Coronavirus-COVID-19#case 

Whatcom County EMS 
Washington State Hospital Association- Hospital Supply Tracker 
Whatcom County Health Department Situation Reports 
Washington: https://www.doh.wa.gov/emergencies/coronavirus 
British Columbia: https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html 
Alaska: http://dhss.alaska.gov/dph/Epi/id/Pages/COVID-19/monitoring.aspx 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/12/us/georgia-school-coronavirus.html?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/12/world/coronavirus-covid-19.html?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage
https://apnews.com/c37c678dbe18cd500e4cae916b44205a
https://www.routefifty.com/management/2020/08/bie-school-reopening-coronavirus/167622/
https://www.routefifty.com/health-human-services/2020/08/nurses-and-doctors-sick-covid-feel-pressured-get-back-work/167637/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-fed-rosengren/fed-policymakers-say-economic-growth-will-be-muted-until-virus-contained-idUSKCN2581UU?il=0
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/aug/12/florida-rebekah-jones-ron-desantis-coronavirus
http://whatcomcounty.us/3404/Masks-and-Face-Coverings
http://whatcomcounty.us/3398/COVID-Employer-Support-Task-Force
http://whatcomcounty.us/3374/Resources-for-Businesses-Organizations
http://whatcomcounty.us/3374/Resources-for-Businesses-Organizations
https://whatcomcovid.com/safestart/
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.arcgis.com%2Fapps%2Fopsdashboard%2Findex.html%23%2F3614241b1c2b4e519ae1cf52e2c3d560&data=02%7C01%7CWUC_SitUnit%40co.whatcom.wa.us%7C8580ca994f044d7a2c8508d7e6e98c07%7C2122bbce9a1d4565931b0c534ef12e43%7C0%7C0%7C637231763054114184&sdata=VHg3twjoGx2OrQxCwkUzcllF9hxvGBbTZ1Gtdr5m7JY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.whatcomcounty.us%2F3329%2FNovel-Coronavirus-COVID-19%23case&data=02%7C01%7CWUC_SitUnit%40co.whatcom.wa.us%7C8580ca994f044d7a2c8508d7e6e98c07%7C2122bbce9a1d4565931b0c534ef12e43%7C0%7C0%7C637231763054124178&sdata=6Lm5nUuGFoUFaIRgmpOITW54wFutyKyTzGb0hq2CQJw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.doh.wa.gov%2Femergencies%2Fcoronavirus&data=02%7C01%7CWUC_SitUnit%40co.whatcom.wa.us%7C8580ca994f044d7a2c8508d7e6e98c07%7C2122bbce9a1d4565931b0c534ef12e43%7C0%7C0%7C637231763054124178&sdata=WTSbjDCrVj5EvwKRRbb30nUpoP%2BJBlktR86Eh0A0FV4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canada.ca%2Fen%2Fpublic-health%2Fservices%2Fdiseases%2F2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html&data=02%7C01%7CWUC_SitUnit%40co.whatcom.wa.us%7C8580ca994f044d7a2c8508d7e6e98c07%7C2122bbce9a1d4565931b0c534ef12e43%7C0%7C0%7C637231763054134236&sdata=UvtVCn4nphqot15fYS%2BU6e%2BXMdg%2F5%2BimEx9gshoIGjE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdhss.alaska.gov%2Fdph%2FEpi%2Fid%2FPages%2FCOVID-19%2Fmonitoring.aspx&data=02%7C01%7CWUC_SitUnit%40co.whatcom.wa.us%7C8580ca994f044d7a2c8508d7e6e98c07%7C2122bbce9a1d4565931b0c534ef12e43%7C0%7C0%7C637231763054144169&sdata=DCsxctPjwT5ZwdomeBNgAnERVVBrhtiSEnKIKbbZi80%3D&reserved=0
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California: https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/Immunization/ncov2019.aspx 

Hawaii: https://hawaiicovid19.com/ 
Idaho: https://coronavirus.idaho.gov/ 
Oregon: https://govstatus.egov.com/OR-OHA-COVID-19 

CDC https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/cases-in-us.html 
Global: https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html 

 
  

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdph.ca.gov%2FPrograms%2FCID%2FDCDC%2FPages%2FImmunization%2Fncov2019.aspx&data=02%7C01%7CWUC_SitUnit%40co.whatcom.wa.us%7C8580ca994f044d7a2c8508d7e6e98c07%7C2122bbce9a1d4565931b0c534ef12e43%7C0%7C0%7C637231763054144169&sdata=7fHYsCemJwCYW2mitgh%2BKwCAxdsLmJPKMghvYRCtHfM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhawaiicovid19.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7CWUC_SitUnit%40co.whatcom.wa.us%7C8580ca994f044d7a2c8508d7e6e98c07%7C2122bbce9a1d4565931b0c534ef12e43%7C0%7C0%7C637231763054154164&sdata=iPM0H95X3N%2BwHhW6n3YwWlFc5Dko%2Fw5KzwWjTqE%2BJXI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoronavirus.idaho.gov%2F&data=02%7C01%7CWUC_SitUnit%40co.whatcom.wa.us%7C8580ca994f044d7a2c8508d7e6e98c07%7C2122bbce9a1d4565931b0c534ef12e43%7C0%7C0%7C637231763054164161&sdata=KYbXcdJ%2BCFqyRighyXlYO50LAINPLyDsNyonq1B35P8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgovstatus.egov.com%2FOR-OHA-COVID-19&data=02%7C01%7CWUC_SitUnit%40co.whatcom.wa.us%7C8580ca994f044d7a2c8508d7e6e98c07%7C2122bbce9a1d4565931b0c534ef12e43%7C0%7C0%7C637231763054164161&sdata=P2VpNX74F5k6m4%2BvN76%2BBLIyi%2FOUjZ7fqlBgH40Pqv4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcases-updates%2Fcases-in-us.html&data=02%7C01%7CWUC_SitUnit%40co.whatcom.wa.us%7C8580ca994f044d7a2c8508d7e6e98c07%7C2122bbce9a1d4565931b0c534ef12e43%7C0%7C0%7C637231763054174157&sdata=tr3rQ1qQclA7c0dgK%2Bq3vkY0T7fDM%2F1ZKvNLWMkvzl0%3D&reserved=0
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
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SECTION UPDATES 

LOGISTICS 

1. Continuing to provide support and supplies to Byron Avenue I/Q facility. 
2. Continuing to reconfirm and validate previously identified I/Q facilities for potential future needs. 
3. Continuing to research and compile sourcing options for PPE and connecting customers directly to 

distributors on our supply list, when feasible.  
4. Continuing to interact with the state for meeting PPE requirements. 
5. Continuing to support staffing for ongoing, weekly food delivery efforts. 
6. Providing resources, support, and volunteer staffing needed for the Whatcom County Health 

Department’s mobile COVID-19 testing program.  
 

OPERATIONS 

1. Supporting Wednesday’s scheduled food stocking efforts and providing traffic control support during 
scheduled food distribution efforts. 

2. Continuing operations of the Byron Avenue I/Q facility with the admittance of community members 
needing isolation/quarantine.  

3. Working towards making rooms at Byron Avenue I/Q facility operable at double capacity to increase 
the number of beds available for individuals.  

4. Working in coordination with the Whatcom County Health Department to support the mobile COVID-
19 testing program. 

PLANNING 

1. Continue to meet with the Healthcare Coalition to plan the development of a combined COVID-19 
evaluation, testing, and medical surge facility. 

2. Working with the Food Security Branch, the Bellingham Food Bank, and the Opportunity Council to 
transfer food distribution support by the end of August to a sustainable model provided by other 
community agencies. 

3. Working to amend site plans for the remote food distribution program. 
4. Meeting with members of the Whatcom Health Department and local healthcare professionals to 

determine best utilization and dissemination of available COVID-19 data from PeaceHealth St. Joseph 
Medical Center. 
 

REPORT PREPARED BY: 
Situation Unit 

REPORT APPROVED BY: 

Incident Command 

DATE: 
08/12/20 

TIME: 
16:00 

 


