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I WISH WE’D ALL BEEN READY 

An 5-Week Sermon Series on End Times from 2 Thessalonians 
Date Message Title Bible Text 

Oct 18 Your Suffering Has Meaning 2 Thessalonians 1:1-12 
Oct 25 The Day of the Lord 2 Thessalonians 2:1-3 
Nov  1 The Anti-Christ 2 Thessalonians 2:3-12 
Nov  8 What It Means to be Ready 2 Thessalonians 2:13-3:5 
Nov 15 Idleness 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15 

 
In his 2nd letter to the church in Thessalonica, Paul writes 
to respond to a misunderstanding from his previous letter 
concerning the coming day of the Lord (1 Thess. 5:1-11). 
Many thought that the judgment of the Lord had already 
begun and that they should be exempt from those 
judgments. BY thinking that the end of the world was at 
hand some had stopped working all together. Paul writes 
this new letter to clarify and talk more about the end 
times.  
 
1. We don’t need to _______________ about “The day of 

the Lord”(vv. 1-2) 
• The Thessalonians were being greatly disturbed by false 

teaching concerning future events. Paul desires to 
bring them back to true doctrine and proper living with 
his letter. 

• Shaken: saleuõ a motion produced by winds, storms or 
waves, to agitate or to shake. To overthrow one from a 
secure happy state. (v.2) 

• Disturbed: throeõ frightened or alarmed. (v.2) 
• The church in Thessalonica had received a false 

message that the day of the Lord had already come.  

• Paul doesn’t say specifically how the message had 
come but he does say that they didn’t need to 
concern themselves with a message from: 
o spirit: from a prophetic utterance  
o message: some spoken teaching 
o letter: a letter impersonating Paul. 

• It could have been one or more of these ways that the 
church had heard false teaching, however regardless 
of how Paul says that should not be shaken or disturbed 
or deceived. (vv. 2-3) 

• Application #1: Are you afraid of Christ’s return? Are 
you afraid of the end times? Are you sure of your 
future? Some steps you might take are: 
o Ask Christ to be the Lord of Your life so you can be 

sure what your future holds. 
o Let your community group know how you feel 

about this subject.  
o Commit to come for the next 3 weeks and study 

what God has said regarding the subject. OR join us 
next year as we go deeper through the book of 
Revelation. 

 
2. Everything we need to know has _________________ 

been revealed to us. (2 Thess. 2:3; 2:15) 
• Everything the Thessalonians needed to know had 

already been revealed to them. (2:3; 2:15) 
• If the Thessalonians already had all they needed to 

know, we definitely have all we need to know. We 
have the added detail of God’s word in its entirety.   
We also have the same Spirit alive in us.  

• 2 Timothy 3:10-17 “You, however, know all about my 
teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, 
love, endurance, 11 persecutions, sufferings—what 
kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium 
and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord 
rescued me from all of them. 12 In fact, everyone who 
wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted, 13 while evildoers and impostors will go 
from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 



14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned 
and have become convinced of, because you know 
those from whom you learned it, 15 and how from 
infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are 
able to make you wise for salvation through faith in 
Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is 
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 

• Application #2: How well do you know what the 
scriptures have to say about the end times? Some steps 
you might take are: 
o Choose to come every week for this study and 

again next year when we study the book of 
Revelation. 

o Join a bible study!  
o Read what the bible has to say about the end 

times. 
o Pray for discernment. 

 
3. The day of the Lord will not come ____________ 

apostasy comes first. (v.3) 
• While forces of lawlessness were at work in Paul’s time 

and are at work today, the apostasy Paul is talking 
about here is an aggressive and climactic revolt 
against God which will prepare the way for the Anti-
Christ to come. 

• John recognized the presence of many antichrists in his 
time (1 John 2:18-23) but acknowledged that there 
would come a great Anti-christ in the future. 
(Revelation 11:7; 13:1-10) 

• This apostasy won’t just come from the world rather 
from people claiming to know Christ. (1 John 2:19; Jude 
1:17:23) 

• Application #3: We need to know the truth so we can 
uphold the truth! Today I choose to: 
o Start a bible reading plan (S.O.A.P. Journal, You-

version app…) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


