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I WISH WE’D ALL BEEN READY 

An 5-Week Sermon Series on End Times from 2 Thessalonians 
Date Message Title Bible Text 

Oct 18 Your Suffering Has Meaning 2 Thessalonians 1:1-12 
Oct 25 The Day of the Lord 2 Thessalonians 2:1-3 
Nov  1 The Anti-Christ 2 Thessalonians 2:3-12 
Nov  8 What It Means to be Ready 2 Thessalonians 2:13-3:5 
Nov 15 Idleness 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15 

 
 
1. We need to know about the _____________________ so 

we may guard against it. (vv. 3-5 & 11-12) 
• Take note of the characteristics of the Antichrist 

described by Paul in verses 3-5.  
o Apostate (one who rejects or criticizes former way of 

thought) 
o Lawless (hamartia: abandoned God’s law, to be without 

a share in) 
o Believes he is god above all gods  

• This could be a description of a majority of people in 
America today. 

• The term “antichrist” means “against Christ” and refers 
to… 
o little “a” antichrist – anyone who denies that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Son of God come in the flesh (1 John 2:18-
22; 4:3; 2 John 7) 

o capital “A” Antichrist – the coming final world ruler 
energized by Satan who will seek to replace and oppose 
the true Christ 

o When groups of people reject God’s truth, they fall 
into a strong delusion. 

• When a group of people rejects God’s truth, they fall 
into a strong delusion. 
 

§ America has progressively been rejecting God’s truth 
more and more over several generations and are now 
buying into thoughts and practices that our forefathers 
and foremothers would consider delusional thinking.  
Our nation has bought into… (Romans 1) 
� A strong delusion that praying before public events is 

wrong. 
� A strong delusion that posting the Ten Commandments in 

a public square or courtroom or schoolhouse is wrong. 
� A strong delusion that a manger scene in a public square 

is wrong. 
� A strong delusion that killing babies in the womb is 

acceptable. 
� A strong delusion that adultery and affairs are 

entertainment to be watched and enjoyed on television 
and in movies. 

� A strong delusion that the practice of homosexuality is 
not a sin. 

� A strong delusion that marriage is anything other than a 
union between one man and one woman for life. 

� A strong delusion that we can treat other people with 
hate and disrespect such as caring picket signs that say 
“God Hates Fags” 

� A strong delusion that marriage has no meaning and that 
we can and should get divorced for any and every 
reason we want. 

� A strong delusion that men who self-identify as women 
can go into women’s restrooms and shower facilities. 

• Application #1: Do any of the above qualities identify 
with your way of thinking? Lord, we repent of our 
delusional thinking. We repent on behalf of our nation 
and Your creation. Lord we ask that You would reveal 
Yourself again and that we would have revival in our 
nation. (2 Chronicles 7:14) 

 
2. We carry the duty of ________________________ evil (vv. 

6-8) 
• The Antichrist cannot come until the restrainer is 

removed.  Who is the restrainer? 
• Many Bible scholars answer:  The restrainer is the Holy 

Spirit of God indwelling the church. 



• Pre-trib believes that the restraint of the Holy Spirit in the 
church will be removed at the rapture (official stance 
of Grace Fellowship)  

• Others believe that the restrainer is removed as more 
and more Christians lose their saltiness. (Matthew 5:13) 
o Examples of believers present during the Tribulation include 

Revelation 6:9-11; 7:9-14; 13:10; 14:1. 
o Best explanation is that these are people who came to faith 

after the Rapture and during the Tribulation. 
o This would seem to be contrary to @ Thessalonians 2:11-12 

• Both agree, however, that the church is keeping the 
Antichrist at bay. 

• Donald Grey Barnhouse: “What is keeping the Antichrist 
from putting his appearance on the world stage?  You 
are!  You and every other member of the body of Christ 
on earth.  The presence of the church of Jesus Christ is 
the restraining force that refuses to allow the man of 
lawlessness to be revealed.  True, it is the Holy Spirit who 
is the real restrainer.  But, the Holy Spirit indwells the 
believer.  When the church is removed at the rapture, 
the Holy Spirit goes with the church insofar as His 
restraining power is concerned.” 

• Warren Wiersbe: “In spite of its weakness and seeming 
failure, never underestimate the importance of the 
church in the world.  People who criticize the church 
do not realize that the presence of the people of God 
in this world gives unsaved people opportunity to be 
saved.  The presence of the church is delaying the 
coming of judgment.  Lot was not a dedicated man, 
but his presence in Sodom held back the wrath of God 
(Gen. 19:12-29).” 

• Application #2 –Let’s be who God has called us to be.  
Let’s renew our minds and hearts to our corporate 
identity in Christ: 
� We are the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12) 
� We are the light of the world (Matthew 5:14-16) 
� We are the bride of Christ (Ephesians 5:25-32; 

Revelation 19:7) 
� We are God’s house (1 Peter 2:4-5) 

� We are God’s family (Eph. 1:5; James 1:18; 1 Peter 
1:3) 

� We are the restrainer of evil (2 Thess. 2:6-7) 
� We are the hope of the world (1 Peter 1:3) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


