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GOD’S HEART FOR THE NATIONS 
A 6-Week Sermon Series on Fulfilling the Great Commission 

Date Message Title Bible Text 
Feb. 14 The Living God is a Missionary God Genesis 12:1-3 
Feb. 21 The Story of His Glory Survey of Whole 

Bible 
Feb. 28 Heroes Who Have Gotten God’s Heart Hebrews 11 
Mar.  6 The Goal is Not For Everyone to Be Western Acts 10 
Mar. 13 God’s Strategy for Reaching the Nations Matthew 28:18-20 
Mar. 20 What is My Role in Reaching the Nations? Acts 1:8 

 
1. In order to truly ___________________ God, we must 

Know His Heart! 
• When we love something we attribute worth to that thing. 
• IF we truly love the Lord then we place Him as a high value in 

our lives. 
• If we love Christ “as” Lord then we esteem Him above all 

else! 
• If we are to love the Lord above all else then we need to 

know what He values most so that we can give that the 
highest value in our lives as well.  

• Proverbs 29:18 “Where there is no prophetic vision the 
people cast off restraint, but blessed is he who keeps the 
law.” 

• towrah: instruction, doctrine, (human or divine), law. 
• Blessed is he who keeps the “towrah” means more than just 

he who keeps the “old testament law” it meant something 
deeper to the original audience and we need to understand 
this as well. In means blessed is he who keeps the “heart”, 
“desires” of the divine as instructed to us!  

• In short Gods heart is that all peoples would know Him and 
share His glory! 

• Application #1: Lord, through Your Spirit begin to change my 
heart to follow after Yours. Prepare my mind to fully 
understand Your heart as we study it through Your word next 
week. 

 

2. God has gone to great lengths to __________________ 
His glory and make His heart know to us! (Genesis 
12:1-3) 
• God could have chosen to just make His desires known 

through decrees, but that wouldn’t reveal the relational 
character of God. So instead He chose to reveal His heart 
through a promise, one man and his family. Through them 
God would bless all the families of the earth.  

• To fully understand this promise we have to understand the 
background to this text.  

o Creation 
o Rebellion 
o Judgment 
o First Gospel promise (Gen. 3:15) 
o Progressive alienation of humans from God and from 

our fellow man. (Gen 4-11) 
• It is in this setting that God calls and makes a promise to one 

man, Abraham. This promise was to Abraham but was for all 
the peoples of the earth! (v. 3) 

• What was this promise? 
o The promise of land: Abraham was to give up the land 

he lived in and in faith follow God to new land. “Lift up 
your eyes and look from the place where you are, 
northward and southward and eastward and 
westward, for all the land that you see I will give to you 
and to your offspring forever.” (Gen. 13:14-15) 

o The Promise of Posterity: he would leave his family, 
however God would make of him a “great Nation” 
changing his name and telling him to look to the stars 
and that his descendants would be that numerous. 
Abraham believed and it was credited to him as 
righteousness (15:5-6) 

o The Promise of Blessing: And I will establish my covenant 
between me and you and your offspring after you 
throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, 
to be God to you and to your offspring after you... for an 
everlasting covenant, and I will be their God.” (17:7-8) 
And he gave them circumcision as an outward sign of his 
gracious covenant. 

• Application #2: Thank God for His plan for the salvation and 
restoration of mankind from before time began! 

 
 



3. So now _____________________________? 
• So now that we understand God’s promise for mankind 

through Abraham…now what? 
• New testament writers understood that Old Testament 

prophecy dint have a single rather usually a triple fulfillment - 
past, present and future.  
o Past (immediate): immediate or historical fulfillment in the 

life of the nation of Israel 
o Present (intermediate): An intermediate or gospel 

fulfillment in Christ and His Church 
o Future (Ultimate): An ultimate or eschatological fulfillment 

in the new heaven and new earth. 
• Immediate: Abraham’s lineage became the nation of Israel. 

They flourished while in Egypt (Ex. 1:7) several hundred years 
later King Solomon called Israel a great number that could 
not be counted (1 Kings 3:8) They eventually would move 
into the promise land yet as Hebrews says “died in faith not 
having received what was promised” (Heb. 11:8-16,39,40) In 
order to understand the blessing we need the New 
testament perspective, for what we miss in the Old 
Testament perspective is a clear explanation of just how 
God’s promised blessing would overflow from Abraham and 
his descendants to “all families of the earth.” 

• Intermediate: Note the first thing that appears in the New 
Testament. “The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the 
son of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham was the father 
of Isaac…” (Mt. 1)  Matthew new that what he was writing 
was the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham made some 
2000 years earlier. Yet from the beginning Matthew lets us 
know that it isn’t just physical descent from Abraham, which 
qualifies us to receive this promise but spiritual by faith and 
repentance in Christ. He records John the Baptists words: 
“And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children for Abraham.” (Mt. 3:9)  

• Matthew 8:11-12 “I tell you, many will come from east and 
west and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in 
the kingdom of heaven, while the sons of the kingdom will be 
thrown into the outer darkness. In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

• Ephesians 3:6 “This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow 
heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the 
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

• Therefore, Abraham is the father of those who, whether 
circumcised or uncircumcised “follow the example of [his] 
faith. (Rom. 4:9-12)  Paul goes on to say “the promise to 
Abraham and his descendants, that they should inherit the 
world” (Rom. 4:13) 

• Ultimate: In Revelation we see yet another reference to 
God’s promise to Abraham (7:9). John sees in a vision “a 
great multitude which no man could number.” An 
international multitude, drawn “from every nation, from all 
tribes and peoples and tongues.” They are “standing before 
the throne,” The symbol of God’s kingly reign. 

• What this promise reveals is Gods heart for the nations. Since 
before time began God longed to bless and have 
relationship with us! HE was the first missionary bringing this 
blessing to us! AND HE HAS LEFT IT TO US TO TAKE IT TO THE 
REST OF THE EARTH! 

• Application #3: Lord, I thank You for the blessing of grace 
and redemption! Thank You for bringing the knowledge of 
my need of Your atonement for my sins! In response to day I 
choose too:  

o Surrender my life to Your Lordship 
o Refocus my life to what is important to You 
o Commit to being a great commission Christian 

(Mt. 28:18-20) 
o Commit to taking the Perspectives course 
o Commit to going on a cross cultural mission trip 
o Surrender to a call to going to the unreached 

and becoming a full time missionary  
o … 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


