
• In short. God is not calling all nations to become 
Americanized Christians. GOD is calling all nations to 
revere Him as Lord and give Him the Glory He deserves,  
but how that is displayed differs greatly amongst 
cultures.   
 

2. What is the true _______________ and what is our 
expression of that _______________. (Acts 10) 
• In order to effectively carry out the Great Commission 

(Mt. 28:16-20), we need to first and foremost distinguish 
what is gospel and what is our cultural practice and 
expression of said gospel.  

• Cornelius was a centurion, a commander of 100 
soldiers. HE lived in Caesarea, the largest and most 
important city on the Mediterranean in Palestine. IT was 
located about 32 miles north of Joppa. Though 
Cornelius was seeking and feared God, had heard 
about Christ and was also reverent and generous he 
was not a Christian. (vv. 1-2; 34-43) 

• In verses 2-7 we learn that the gospel is so much more 
than just hearing about Christ praying a sinners prayer! 
It was Cornelius’ faith and pursuit of knowing God 
caused God to send the truth to him. Note that God 
didn’t send Cornelius to Joppa rather he sent Peter to 
Caesarea! 

• Before God sent Peter to Caesarea He wanted Peter to 
strip away His “cultural” gospel, his “experience” and 
get to the simple and true gospel. One that was 
culturally unbiased. (vv.9-33)  

• When Peter sees them believe and receive the Holy 
spirit he and those with him begin to understand that 
the gospel is for all people, all nations, and that it is not 
necessary to become a Jew culturally to be a Christ 
follower! (10:44 – 11:18) 

• Cornelius and Peter were very different people. One 
was a wealthy gentile and military man. The other was 
an uneducated Jewish fisherman turned preacher. 
Both however learned part of GOD’s gospel that day. 
One learned the way to salvation was by faith and 

grace through Christ the other learned that GOD’s 
gospel plan is for all peoples and might look culturally 
different amongst other peoples.  

• Application #1:  
o What does the gospel look like to you?  
o How might others see what you consider to be the 

gospel differently than you?  
o Have you ever exposed yourself to other cultures so 

as to see the gospel in a differing cultural expression 
than your own?  

o Would consider going on a short term cross cultural 
mission trip here in Houston or abroad so as to grow 
in your knowledge of the true unadulterated 
gospel? 

 
3. How would our church look _________________ if we 

focused on a non-culturally biased gospel? 
• Mary’s story 
• What would our worship look like? 
• How would our environment change? 
• Would we look at the clock as often? 
• … 

 
4. How would your _____________ look different if you 

lived out a more non-adulterated gospel? 
• Marriage? 
• Workplace relationships? 
• Neighborhood relationships? 
• Family time? 
• Hobbies? 
• … 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Two Altar Calls on Sunday, March 20 
 

• Great Commission Christian – By God’s grace and 
power, I commit my life to the fulfillment of the Great 
Commission.  I commit my life to pray for the world to 
be reached for Christ.  I commit my life to tell others 
about a relationship with God through Jesus Christ.  I 
am open to God calling me (and my family) to the 
mission field, but regardless of whether I leave West 
Houston or not, I will give my life away for the sake of 
the Gospel.  I will share my faith right where I am.  As a 
part of Grace Fellowship, I will support the vision of 
reaching our adopted unreached people groups 
through prayer, encouragement, and finances. 

 
• Go to the Field Vocationally – By God’s grace and 

power, I say “yes” to God’s call to go to the mission 
field.  I am compelled by the love of Christ to personally 
take the Gospel to the ends of the earth.  I commit my 
life to humble prayer, training, and living in a spiritually 
lost area of the world where God calls me to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ.  I might not know when and 
where I am going, but I have heard God’s call and 
want to respond to Him publicly. 

 
• Give My Children To The Lord To Reach The Nations – By 

God’s grace and power; I commit my children to the 
Lord! I choose to raise my children to be Great 
Commission Christians. I commit to pray, give towards 
and teach my children to have a passion for all nations 
to know the Glory of God and His saving grace. I will 
ask God to use them to fulfill His purposes even if that 
means He calls them to go on the field as missionaries! 

 
 
 
 

God’s Heart For The Nations 
“The Goal Is Not For Everyone To Be Western”  

– Acts 10 
March 6, 2016 

 

GOD’S HEART FOR THE NATIONS 
A 6-Week Sermon Series on Fulfilling the Great Commission 

Date Message Title Bible Text 
Feb. 14 The Living God is a Missionary God Genesis 12:1-3 
Feb. 21 The Story of His Glory Survey of Whole 

Bible 
Feb. 28 Heroes Who Have Gotten God’s Heart Hebrews 11 
Mar.  6 The Goal is Not For Everyone to Be Western Acts 10 
Mar. 13 God’s Strategy for Reaching the Nations Matthew 28:18-20 
Mar. 20 What is My Role in Reaching the Nations? Acts 1:8 

 
1. In order to share the story of Gods Glory effectively 

we must first know __________ story vs. our version of 
His story. 
• All of us are raised with cultural bias! No single human 

being is raised in a bubble shielded from cultural bias. 
• psychosocial development: Psychiatry Progressive 

interaction between a person and her environment 
through stages beginning in infancy all the way through 
adulthood. - Psychologists such as Erickson, have 
proved that our social and cultural influences 
throughout our life play a huge role in who we are and 
what we believe and practice throughout our lives.  

• The same is true in our Spiritual lives as well!  
• Proverbs 22:6 “Train up a child in the way he should go; 

even when he is old he will not depart from it.” 
• In order for us to effectively become a part of Gods 

story and share His Glory through the gospel to all 
nations (ethnic groups), we need to strip the gospel 
down to it’s original and intended form as God has 
given it to humanity, without cultural bias or influence. 
Only then can we effectively take His message cross 
cultures.  


