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THE APOCALYPSE 
A 14-Week Sermon Series on The Book of Revelation 

Date Message Title Bible Text 
Mar 26-27 The Revelation of Jesus Christ Revelation 1-3 
April  3 The Throne in Heaven Revelation 4-5 
April 10 The 7 Seals in Heaven Revelation 6 
April 17 The People in Heaven Revelation 7 
April 24 The 7 Trumpets in Heaven Revelation 8-9 
May  1 The Two Witnesses from Heaven Revelation 10-11 
May  8 War in Heaven Revelation 12 
May 15 The Anti-Christ and the False Prophet Revelation 13-14 
May 22 The 7 Bowls in Heaven Revelation 15-16 
May 29 The Fall of Babylon Revelation 17-18 
June  5 The Second Coming of Jesus Christ Revelation 19 
June 12 The Millennium Revelation 20 
June 19 Heaven – Part 1 Revelation 21 
June 26 Heaven – Part 2 Revelation 22 
 

SIX SEALS OPENED  (Revelation 6:1-17) 
 
• This chapter describes the first of 3 seven-part revelations of 

God’s righteousness and the increasing removal of his blessing 
followed by His wrath. The trumpets (8; 9) and the bowls (16) are 
the other two. 

• The contents of the scroll reveal mankind’s depravity and God’s 
authority over human history. 
1. The First Opened Seal Allows Peace to Come upon the Earth.  

(6:1-2) 
o White Horse – Horse of Victorious Ruler 
o Bow – Military Weapon of Power, here it is used to 

emulate what God did in the Noahic covenant by 
hanging his battle bow in the sky as a sign of peace.   

o Crown – But the Antichrist’s crown is a victor’s crown 
(stephanos – 6:2) whereas Jesus’ crown is a King’s crown 
(diadema – 19:12). 

o The seven year tribulation period will begin with a world 
leader (the Antichrist) making a covenant of peace  

 

(false peace).  This world leader will rule for 7 years (the length of the 
tribulation period).  At the midpoint (3.5year mark), he will break his 
covenant and desecrate the Jewish temple. 

o Daniel 9:27 (NLT) – The ruler will make a treaty with the 
people for a period of one set of seven, but after half this 
time, he will put an end to the sacrifices and offerings. 
And as a climax to all his terrible deeds, he will set up a 
sacrilegious object that causes desecration, until the fate 
decreed for this defiler is finally poured out on him. 

o Matthew 24:4-5 – False Messiah 
o 1 Thessalonians 5:3 – Temporary Peace & Safety 
o Application – For me, all of this helps answer one 

persistent and nagging question:  Why doesn’t God stop 
evil on this earth right now?  Why doesn’t God eliminate 
cancer right now?  Why doesn’t God stop ISIS right now?  
The answer:  Because the Day that God stops evil and 
disease is the Day that God judges all evil and sin as 
described in Revelation 6-19 including His judgment of 
every sinful person.  Every day that God waits to send 
judgment (and thus stop evil) is a day of mercy for you 
and me and our unbelieving friends, neighbors, and 
relatives to respond to the atoning work of Jesus Christ 
and be saved. 

o 2 Peter 3:9 – The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise, as 
some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not 
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance.  

 
2. The Second Opened Seal Allows War to Come upon the 

Earth.  (6:3-4) 
o Red Horse – A war horse 
o Great Sword – Military weapon of close combat 
o Power to Take Away Peace 
o Slaughter of Men 
o Matthew 24:6-7a 
o John MacArthur: “Red, the color of fire and blood, 

depicts war.  God’s judgment descends and the false 
peace led by the Antichrist dissolves into war.  When wars 
break out all over the world, the Antichrist will have no 
choice but to resort to war in order to preserve his power.  
He will be as skillful at war as he was at promoting false 
peace (Daniel 8:24).  Among his victims will be many of 
God’s people (Revelation 6:9; Matthew 24:9).” 

 



3. The Third Opened Seal Allows Famine to Come upon the 
Earth.  (6:5-6) 
o Black Horse – Bad news 
o Scale – Weights and Prices 
o Wheat – 1 person’s ration for 1 day’s wages 
o Barley – 3 person’s rations for 1 day’s wages 
o Oil & Wine unaffected 
o Matthew 24:7b 
o Charles Ryrie: “In an ironic twist, luxury food items (such as 

oil and wine) will not be in short supply, but of course 
most people will not be able to afford them.  This will only 
taunt the populace in their impoverished state.” 

 
4. The Fourth Opened Seal Allows Death to Come to a Fourth of 

the Earth’s Population.  (6:7-8) 
o Original Greek: Pale Green Horse – Unnatural 
o Death to ¼ Population (1.85 Billion) 
o Hades – Place of Unrighteous Dead 
o Sword, Famine, Disease and Wild Beasts 

 
5. The Fifth Opened Seal Allows Many Christians upon the Earth 

to Be Martyred.  (6:9-11) 
o Altar of Sacrifice 
o Souls of those Martyred for their faith in Christ 
o White Robes – Righteousness of Christ 
o More Christian’s will die for their faith 
o Matthew 24:9-14 
o Their exact question involved timing: “How long before 

you will judge and avenge?” 
Warren Wiersbe: “It is not personal revenge they seek, but 
vindication of God’s holiness and the establishment of 
God’s justice. Every believer today who sincerely prays, 
‘Thy kingdom come!” is echoing their petition.” 

o YouTube Video: “21 Martyrs” [2:28] 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a7KzxMBxHVU 
 

6. The Sixth Opened Seal Allows an Earthquake to Shake the 
Entire Earth and Reveal Heaven to Men.  (6:12-17) 
o A Great Earthquake? Volcanoes? Nuclear war? Meteor?  
o Sun eclipsed 
o Moon Blood Red 
o Stars Falling 
o Sky Rolls back Revealing God and the Lamb 
o All people hid in fear of God 

o Call for the rocks to fall on them to protect them from the 
wrath of the Lamb 

o Matthew 29-30a 
 
• For Christians (who will be here on earth) it will be a time when 

their faith is tested and many will die for their faith. 
• For unbelievers, they would rather die rejecting Christ than 

submit their lives to him. 
• Application #3 

Ø What would happen to you, should that time come upon us?  
Are you ready?  

Ø Will your children be ready? 
Ø Francis Chan “A challenge to the church” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RiSYWvqVjxc&feature=
youtu.be 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


