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Our Sermon Series 
 

THE APOCALYPSE 
A 14-Week Sermon Series on The Book of Revelation 

Date Message Title Bible Text 
Mar 26-27 The Revelation of Jesus Christ Revelation 1-3 
April  3 The Throne in Heaven Revelation 4-5 
April 10 The 7 Seals in Heaven Revelation 6 
April 17 The People in Heaven Revelation 7 
April 24 The 7 Trumpets in Heaven Revelation 8-9 
May  1 The Two Witnesses from Heaven Revelation 10-11 
May  8 War in Heaven Revelation 12 
May 15 The Anti-Christ and the False Prophet Revelation 13-14 
May 22 The 7 Bowls in Heaven Revelation 15-16 
May 29 The Fall of Babylon Revelation 17-18 
June  5 The Second Coming of Jesus Christ Revelation 19 
June 12 The Millennium Revelation 20 
June 19 Heaven – Part 1 Revelation 21 
June 26 Heaven – Part 2 Revelation 22 
 
Distinguishing Between Three Levels of Belief  
 
1. ___________________________:  Core beliefs of the Christian faith 

that I would die for and break fellowship over 
§ Example:  Deity of Christ – Belief that Jesus Christ is 100% God 

and yet 100% Man, born of a virgin birth. 
2. ______________________________:  Beliefs that I am persuaded 

about and would argue for; however, I would not die for these 
issues or break fellowship over them 
§ Example:  Different end times views.  If we are in agreement 

that Jesus Christ is coming back, it is OK for us to disagree on 
the exact details of the end times scenario:  pre-tribulation 
rapture, mid-tribulation rapture, post-tribulation rapture, post 
toasties, etc.  I will make a strong case (“argue”) for my view, 
but I will not die for my view or break fellowship over it. 

3. ______________________________:  Issues that I have an opinion on 
but would not even argue for  (Example:  Joseph died when 
Jesus was a teenager.)	  	  

 

The Differing Interpretations of when the Rapture will 
occur: (http://www.apocalypsesoon.org/trib.html ) 
 

 
 
The 144,000 Sealed & a Multitude in Heaven 
(Revelation 7:1-17) 
 
1. Before Jesus opens the seventh seal of the scroll, God seals 

144,000. 
(7:1-8) 
• God stops the opening of the sealed scroll before the 

7th seal is opened in order to put His seal of protection 
on some who are on the earth. 

• Those sealed are His bond-slaves, those who are His 
followers and servants. 

• There are 144,000 of them. 
• All of them could be Jews, 12,000 from each of 12 tribes 

of Israel. However Ephraim and Dan are not mentioned 
and instead Joseph and Levi are mentioned even 
though the Levites had no Tribal allotment. Dan and 
Ephraim are known for their idolatry and rebellion.  This 
leads many to interpret this number differently. 144,000 



is 12 x 12 x 1000, symbolizing completeness – all of Gods 
followers. 

• They are protected from the attacks of the antichrist 
and from the judgments of God that are coming on 
the earth.  (Matthew 24:15-26; Revelation 9:4) 

• God places His name upon their foreheads, marking 
them for this protection.  (Ezekiel 9:4-6) 

• We will see this group again later in the book of 
Revelation. 

 
2. Also before the seventh seal of the scroll is opened, John 

sees a great, mixed multitude of people gathered in 
heaven.  (7:9-17) 
• Before the seventh seal of the scroll is opened, God 

also shows us that there are now human beings before 
the throne of God in heaven. 

• It is a great number of people that is impossible to 
count. 

• They come from every nation, tribe, people group and 
language group on earth.  

• Matthew 24:14 “And this gospel of the kingdom will be 
proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony 
to all nations, and then the end will come.” 

• They are there because they have the righteousness of 
the Lord Jesus Christ (white robes washed by His blood). 

• They carry palm branches, as men did at the triumphal 
entry of Jesus into Jerusalem, with which to wave praise 
to the Father and the Son.  (John 12:13) 

• They praise the Father and the Son for their salvation. 
• All the hosts of heaven join them in praise and worship. 
• They have come out away from the great tribulation 

which is about to take place upon the earth. 
• Some think that they have come out of the earth by 

being raptured by the Lord; and this is a possibility.  Mid 
Trib. Rapture 

• Others think that they have come out of the earth by 
dying for their faith as martyrs and now their number is 
complete.  (6:9-11) 

• Either way, they now are before the throne of God 
worshipping and serving Him day and night. 

• We are told that God will place His dwelling place over 
them. 

• They will no longer hunger as they have on earth. 
• They will no longer thirst as they have on earth. 
• They will no longer suffer the heat of the sun as they 

have on earth. 
• They will no longer mourn and weep as they have on 

earth. 
• The Lamb of God will be their shepherd and care for 

them. 
 
Applications: 

• Am I ready for Christ’s return? 
• What is Keeping Him from returning now? 
• Are all my loved ones and friends ready? 
• Am I living for today or for tomorrow?  
• Do I know what signs to be looking for? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


