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Our Current Sermon Series 
 

COUNTER-CULTURAL 
Responding to a Culture That Rejects Truth – A Study of 2 Peter	  
Date Message Title Bible Text 

Oct. 23 8 Qualities of Counter-Cultural People 2 Peter 1:1-11 
Oct. 30 The Bedrock of Being Counter-Cultural 2 Peter 1:12-21 
Nov.  6 Calling Sin “Sin” 2 Peter 2:1-22 
Nov. 13 The Destination of Truth–Twisters 2 Peter 2:1-22 
Nov. 20 Counter-Cultural People Don’t Listen to 

Scoffers 
2 Peter 3:1-9 

Nov. 27 Counter-Cultural People Look Forward to 
Christ’s Return 

2 Peter 3:10-18 

 
Contextual Setting In Which 2 Peter Was Written 
 
• Second Peter is a letter of warning – from none other than the 

apostle, who had walked with Christ, rejected Him, been 
forgiven and professed his belief in Him as Lord and Savior 
(messiah). Based on this profession of faith Christ said He would 
build His church.  
 

• This would be Peters last communication, soon there after he 
would die, martyred upside down on a cross for his faith.  
 

• This letter would be written approximately A.D. 67, three years 
after 1 Peter had been written, Most likely from Rome. While 
writing this letter Peter knew he was going to die soon (1:13, 14) 
 

• 1 Peter had been written just prior to the time when Emperor 
Nero began his persecution of Christians. It was a letter of 
encouragement to Christians who had and would suffer. 

 
• 2 Peter, written now in the midst of persecution, focuses on the 

churches internal problems, combating heresies and false 
teaching by reaffirming God’s truths – the authority of scripture, 
the primacy of faith, and the certainty of Christ’s return. 

 
8 Qualities of Counter-Cultural People (2 Peter 1:1-11) 
 
1. Salvation through Christ by __________________! (vv.1-4) 

• Salvation from sin comes from the Righteousness of God 
alone, through Christ. (v.1) 

• Why even be saved? Because the bible says we have all 
sinned. (Rom. 3:23) It says that the wages of sin is death, 
eternal separation from God! (Rom. 6:23) Jesus told us we 
have an enemy that is seeking to destroy our created 
purpose and us! “The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy. I came that they may have life and have it 
abundantly.” John 10:10 

• John 14:6 “…I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me.” 

• All of humanity is influenced by something or someone at all 
times. The question is, by what, or by whom, will you be 
influenced the most? 

• Milgram’s Experiment: Video - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yr5cjyokVUs 

• In order to be truly counter –cultural we must allow God and 
His truth to be the single largest influencers of who we are, 
what we say and what we do!  (“Devine Nature” v. 4) 

• Galations 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no 
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now 
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 
and gave himself for me.” 

• Application: Have you surrendered to the Lordship of Jesus in 
your life? Have you placed you trust and faith in Him? If not 
why not do so now? 
 
“Jesus, I believe you are the Son of God! I believe you came 
and lived a sinless life! I believe You died for my sins! I believe 
You rose from the dead conquering death and sin! Jesus, 
today I choose to make You Lord of my life! I give up my 
rights to live life how I want to and ask that through Your Holy 
Spirit (“Devine Power” v.4), just as you did in Paul, that You 
would cause my life from this day forward to be lived by faith 
in You!” 

 
2. It is only through faith in Christ that we can then truly 

embody the 7 remaining qualities: 



• Faith must be more than mere belief in certain facts; it must 
result in action, growth in Christian character, and the 
practice of moral discipline or it was never real faith to begin 
with! (James 2:14-17) 

• Peter then lists 7 remaining qualities that faith will produce in 
us: 
o Virtue:	  Moral excellence; good character; honorable; 

doing the right thing regardless of the outcome; 
excellence that fulfills your unique purpose 
This is the opposite of conforming to the culture 

o Knowledge: Knowing God personally and intimately; 
spiritual understanding; practical knowledge that is an 
outflow of an obedient life; a knowledge that is growing 
This is NOT about knowing a bunch of facts 

o Self-control: Self-discipline; self-restraint empowered by 
God’s Spirit. This is the opposite of doing whatever you 
feel like doing 

o Steadfastness: Patient endurance in doing what is right; 
the ability to endure when circumstances are difficult; 
passionate patience; perseverance. The voluntary and 
daily suffering of hard and difficult things for the sake of 
honor and usefulness. This is a marathon; not a sprint. 

o Godliness: Reverent piety; that quality of character that 
makes a person distinctive; Christ-likeness; one who 
properly honors and adores God with their life. This is the 
opposite of conforming to the culture. 

o Brotherly affection: “philadelphia” – brotherly love; 
brotherly kindness. Counter-cultural people are not mean 
and rude jerks. 

o Love: “agape” – sacrificial, selfless love; the kind of love 
that God loves us with. Counter-cultural people are not 
mean and rude jerks. 

• The more we allow God to increase the qualities in us the 
more we will know Him! (v. 8) 

• At this time when Peter was writing this letter there was an 
increasing problem with false teachers, teaching that self-
control was not needed because deeds do not help the 
believer anyway (2 Peter 2:19). While it is true that deeds 
cannot save us, it is absolutely false to think they are 
unimportant. We are saved so that HE can grow us to 
resemble Christ and so that we can serve others. AS we obey 
Christ who guides us by His Spirit and Word, He will develop in 
us Self-control. 

• In short – Our faith must go beyond what we believe and 
become “who we are” 

• Salvation does not depend on good deeds, but it results in 
good deeds (v.9) 

• Application: Choose today to surrender to the Holy Spirits 
working in Your life to grow you in each of these 7 areas. For 
example: 

 
o Lord I ask that you would increase my knowledge of You 

and Your ways! I commit today to begin reading Your 
word daily. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


