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COUNTER-CULTURAL 
Responding to a Culture That Rejects Truth – A Study of 2 Peter	  
Date Message Title Bible Text 

Oct. 23 8 Qualities of Counter-Cultural People 2 Peter 1:1-11 
Oct. 30 The Bedrock of Being Counter-Cultural 2 Peter 1:12-21 
Nov.  6 Calling Sin “Sin” 2 Peter 2:1-22 
Nov. 13 The Destination of Truth–Twisters 2 Peter 2:1-22 
Nov. 20 Counter-Cultural People Don’t Listen to Scoffers 2 Peter 3:1-9 
Nov. 27 Counter-Cultural People Look Forward to 

Christ’s Return 
2 Peter 3:10-18 

 
1. Peter, knowing that he would soon die wants to 

remind us of the ______________. (vv. 12-15) 
• Peter wrote 2 Peter around A.D. 67. He would die as a martyr 

in A.D. 67. At the time of his writing the letter he new he was 
going to die soon! (vv.13-15) 

• Knowing He would soon die he wanted to remind the church 
of the importance of the basics! (vv.12, 13, 15) 

• Good coaches constantly review the basics of the sport with 
their teams, and good athletes constantly execute the 
fundamentals well. 

• As Believers we must not neglect the basics of our faith, even 
as we go on and study deeper truths. Just as athletes need 
to constantly practice the fundamentals, Christians need 
constant reminders of the fundamentals of our faith and how 
we came to belief and salvation in the first place. 

• Revelation 2:4-7 “But I have this against you, that you have 
abandoned the love you had at first. 5 Remember therefore 
from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you 
did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your 
lampstand from its place, unless you repent.” 

• Application: “Lord I confess that I have lessened and or 
forgotten the amazing power of when You set me free giving 
me victory over sin and death. Lord I have placed to much 
attention on my current situation and trying to change it 
rather than on the fact that You have already changed it for 
my good before I was even created!” 

	  

2. Peter affirms that the basics of the faith are all built on 
the ____________________ of Scripture! (vv.16-21) 
• Peter testifies that he and others heard God Himself affirm 

that Christ was His Son and that everything His Son said was 
true and to be obeyed! (vv. 16-18; Mt. 17:1-8) 

• Peter affirms the Old Testament and that it’s Holy Spirit 
inspired. (vv.19-21) 

 
3. How do we know that the Bible is God’s Holy Word? 

• The Bible makes this claim for itself! 
o “The Word of the Lord endures forever” 1 Peter 1:25 
o “All Scripture is God breathed” 2 Timothy 3:16 
o 2000 times in O.T. alone clauses such as, “and God spoke to 

Moses,” “the Word of the Lord came unto Jonah,” & “God 
said.” 

• The Bible was written over 1500 years by more than 40 
different authors. From a variety of backgrounds. Penned in 
different places spanning 3 continents & 3 languages.  Yet 
the Bible is a unit. From beginning to end, there is one 
unfolding story of God’s plan of salvation for mankind 
through Jesus Christ.  
Take 10 people from your neighborhood with same historical 
and cultural reference points. Ask them to write on “the 
meaning of life” then compare their conclusions are they all 
alike? No. Yet 40+ authors over 1500 years from 3 continents 
and with 3 languages and cultural and generational 
backgrounds comprised one single continuous story from 
hundreds of subjects being addressed? The uncanny unity of 
scriptures then is overwhelming. 

• Historical claims have never been unsubstantiated by 
archeological research and discoveries. In fact even un-
believing historians and archeologists view and use the Bible 
as a source for their research. 

•  Detail taken by Scribes of O.T. scrolls.  
o Scroll must be prepared by professional Jewish scribe, specially 

trained from the skin of a clean animal.. 
o Black ink made of a specific special recipe made by scribe 

must be used. 
o Between each letter must be the space of a thread. 
o The 5th book of Moses must terminate exactly at the end of a 

line. 



o The scribe must not become distracted even refusing to 
acknowledge the presence of a king when writing in Gods 
name. 

o The scribe must count each consonant and indicate the 
center consonant.  

o If more than 3 mistakes occur, it had to be destroyed by the 
scribe. 

o Columns must be equal throughout the entire book. 
o Copying must be done letter-by-letter, not word-by-word. 
o Between each book, the scribe must leave 3 lines. 
o The scribe must be in full Jewish scribe attire. 
o The scribe must count each letter of the alphabet occurs in 

each book. 
o The scribe must count each word and indicate the center 

word. 
• Manuscript evidence is beyond all doubt. 

o Until 1947 the oldest copy of O.T. was from A.D. 1008. In 1947 
the discovery of the “Dead Sea Scrolls” Which dated from 
1000+ years older, demonstrated unequivocally the fact that 
Jews such careful attention to copying. There were just a hand 
full of minor variations that occurred such as a misspelled word 
here and there but no doctrinal discrepancies were found 
within the 1000-year gap.  

o There are approx. 5500 manuscripts that contain all or part of 
N.T. in existence today. N.T. was written between A.D. 50-90. 
The earliest fragment we have dates to A.D. 120 with about 50 
other fragments dating A.D. 150-200. This may seem like a long 
time span, however it is minimal when compared to other 
ancient works. The earliest copy of Caesar’s The Gallic Wars 
dates 1,000 after it was written. The first copy of the Odyssey  
by Homer dates 2,200 years after it was written.  

• The amount of translations at an early date are evidence 
themselves. Translation of a document into another 
language was rare in the ancient world, so this is an added 
plus for the N.T. The number of copies of the versions is in 
excess of 18,000-25,000. 

• Even if we didn’t have the 5,500 Greek manuscripts or the 
18,000+ copies of translated version, the text of the N.T. could 
still be reproduced within 25o years from its composition. 
How? By the writings of the early church fathers. IN 
commentaries, letters, etc… the ancient writers quote the 
biblical text, thus giving us another witness to the text of the 
N.T. There are more than 86,000 citations of the N.T. in writings 
of the early church fathers who lived before A.D. 325 

• Fulfilled prophecies also give credence to the Devine 
Inspiration of the Bible. 

 

 
 
4. What about the missing books of the Apocrypha? 

• Wasn’t considered part of the canon of scripture until 1545-
1563 when the Catholic church declared it part of the canon 
of scripture. Largely in reaction to the protestant reformation 
to aid in justifying doctrinal issues like purgatory and raying 
for the dead. 

• Contradictory to scripture.  
o Praying for the dead advocated in 2 Maccabees 12:45-46 is in 

direct contradiction with Luke 16:25-26 and Hebrews 9:27 
o God assisting Judith in a lie in Judith 9:10,13 

• Jesus & Disciples never quoted or claimed passages from 
Apocrypha  

• Jews never included them in the canon of scripture. 
• Archeological errors. 

 
Big application for today: 

• Lord, today I acknowledge that the Bible is Your Holy Word. 
As such I commit to read it daily and keep its truth ever on 
my mind and live them out in my life. 
o Quiet time 
o S.O.A.P. Journal 
o Bible Study 
o Sunday Morning Worship 
o You-version App 
o … 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


