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Overview of Our Roots 
 

OUR ROOTS:  A 4-Week Study of the Legacies & Dysfunctions of the Church & Our Lives 
April  3  Church History – Part 1 AD 33-1054 
April 10  Church History – Part 2 AD 590-1648 
April 17  Church/Methodist History – Part 3 AD 1648-1791 
April 24  Church/Methodist History – Part 4 AD 1769-2005 
 

The Scriptures Behind This Month’s Sermon Series 
§ Acts 29; Exodus 20:5-6; Ecclesiastes 1:9; Deuteronomy in one word: “Remember” 

(4:10; 5:15; 7:18; 8:2,18; 9:7,27; 11:2; 15:15; 16:3,12; 24:9,18,22; 25:17; 32:7) 
 

The Apostolic Age (AD 33-70) – ends with the fall of Jerusalem (AD70) 
 

The Age of Catholic Christianity (AD 70-312) – ends with the conversion 
of Constantine (AD312) and thus the end of the age of persecution 
 

The Age of The Christian Roman Empire (AD 312-590) – ends with 
the fall of Roman Empire to barbarians (AD476) and election of Pope Gregory I (AD590) 
 

The Middle Ages (AD 590-1517) 
§ AD590 - The Middle Ages begin with Gregory the Great. 
§ Missions to the barbarians:  Patrick (Ireland, AD432), Columba (Scotland), Augustine 

of Canterbury (England), Boniface (Germany, AD716) 
§ AD1054 – Great schism between the Eastern and Western Church (last week) 
§ Medieval Christianity in a nutshell: Christians Fail Greatly But Do Reform 
 

C Charlemagne AD 800 Beginning of the Holy Roman Empire 
F Feudalism AD 900+ State over church 
G Gregory the VII AD 1077 Church over state 
B Boniface VIII AD 1300 Zenith of the papacy 
D Decline of the Papacy 1300-1500 State over church 
R Reformation AD 1517 Martin Luther posts 95 Theses on door of church 

 

§ The Crusades (AD1097-1291) – Military movements to retake Holy Land from Muslims 
 

Crusade Years Leader Description 
First 1097-

99 
Pope Urban II Slaughter people en route; capture Jerusalem; 

build castles and churches 
Second 1146 Bernard of Clairvaux; 

Louis VII; Conrad III 
Response to the Muslim conquest of Edessa 
(Turkey); crusade fails 

Third 1189-
92 

Richard the Lion-Heart Capture Cyprus, Acre, and Jaffa; Richard 
negotiates access to Jerusalem for Christians 

Fourth 1202 Pope Innocent III Purpose was to defeat Egypt.  Crusaders defy 
the pope and sack Constantinople.  Massacre by 
Crusaders alienates east/west churches. 

Fifth 1217 Pope Honorius III Purpose was to defeat Egypt.  Fails. 
Sixth 1244 Frederick II Muslims recapture Jerusalem by force 

Seventh 1291 Louis IX Ends with fall of Acre to the Egyptian “infidels” 
 

§ Scholastics: Thomas Aquinas (AD1255) writes Summa Theologiae, Thomas A Kempis 
(AD1418) writes The Imitation of Christ 

§ Emergence of friars 
o AD1174 – French Merchant Peter Waldo gives his wealth to the poor and becomes 

an itinerant preacher.  His beliefs are accepted by the church, but his practice of 

appointing ministers (Waldensians) and preaching without permission draws 
criticism and eventually excommunication. 

o AD1209 – Francis of Assisi gives away his wealth and starts group of traveling 
preachers (Franciscans). 

o AD1216 – Dominican order forms – dedicated to spiritual reform 
§ The Inquisition - An effort to seek out, discover, and force recantation from heretics 

o AD1184 – Pope Lucius III required bishops to “inquire” into the beliefs of their 
subjects; heresy brought immediate excommunication 

o AD1215 – Pope Innocent III provided for punishment of heretics, the confiscation 
of their property, excommunication for any unwilling to move against the heretic, 
and complete forgiveness of sins for all those cooperating against the heretic 

o AD1220 – Pope Innocent III took the power of “inquiry” from the bishops and 
gave it to the Dominicans who answered only to the pope 

o AD1252 – Pope Innocent IV authorized torture as a means of getting information 
and confessions from accused heretics 

o AD1479 – The Spanish Inquisition begins at the initiation of King Ferdinand V and 
Queen Isabella of Spain, and is approved by the pope.  It is established to 
investigate and punish heretics and employed cruel methods (torture, death by 
burning), secret trials, and favoritism toward the Spanish monarchy.  The 
Dominican friars abused their power as judges.  Thousands of Jews are deported.  
Later the Inquisition is used against Protestants.  It is finally suppressed in 1820.  
Catholics today condemn the methods used. 

§ Preparing the way for reform: Wycliffe (1384), Hus (1415), Johann Gutenberg (1456) 
§ Other significant events during the Middle Ages: The Bubonic Plague (AD1348-51), 

Joan of Arc (AD1431), Beginning of the Renaissance (AD1450) 
§ Lessons from the Middle Ages 

1) Jesus wants a unified church (John 17:20-23) (discussed last week) 
2) The _______________ of Christianity is not based on the actions of “Christians” 

but on the Person, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ (John 14:6). 
3) Faith is a _________ issue (Romans 10:9) and cannot be forced on your neighbors 

or children.  Our greatest evangelistic tools are prayer (2 Corinth 4:4; 10:4; Col 
4:2-5), godly living (1 Peter 3:1), seasoned words (Col 4:6), and love (John 13:35).  
Be like Patrick and Boniface. 

4) ____________________ is our ultimate authority (2 Timothy 3:16-17).  No human 
being is infallible (not even the pope) – only God’s Word is infallible. 

5) The Bible prescribes a process for _____________________  someone (Matthew 
18:15-17; 1 Corinthians 5:1-13) and it does not look like the Inquisition! 

6) Until Jesus returns (Rev. 20:1-6), church and state must be separated in that neither 
one should have _____________________ over the other (Acts 14:23). 

7) Do not be surprised if you suffer for Christ (1 Peter 4:12-19). 
 

The Age of Reformation (AD 1517-1648) 
§ The need for reform: corruption, human authority (vs. Bible), and indulgences (“As 

soon as the coin the coffer rings, the soul from purgatory springs.”) 
§ The 3 Great Reformers 

1) Martin Luther (Germany) 
o AD1517 – Posts his 95 Theses on the front door of the church in Wittenberg 
o AD1520 – Pope issues papal bull condemning Luther’s views; L. burned it 
o AD1521 – Diet (council) at Worms orders Luther to retract his published 

views; Luther: “Here I stand….”; Luther excommunicated; writings banned 
o AD1522 – Luther translates the New Testament into German 
o AD1530 – Augsburg Confession adopted by Lutherans 
 



2) Ulrich Zwingli (Switzerland) 
o AD1519 – Rather than following lectionary, Zwingli begins preaching 

through Gospel of Matthew expositionally; Zwingli preached what the Bible 
said even if it disagreed with the rituals/doctrines of the church (i.e. eating 
meat during Lent) 

o AD1523 – Civil government in Zurich affirms Zwingli over Catholic church 
o AD1525 – Anabaptists don’t feel Zwingli is reforming fast enough; begin own 

movement: adult baptism, separation of church and state; pacifism; 
Mennonites and Brethen would emerge from this group 

3) John Calvin (Geneva) 
o AD1533 – After reading the writings of Luther, Calvin had a conversion 

experience, broke free from Catholicism, and left his homeland of France to 
settle in Switzerland 

o AD1536 – At the age of 27, Calvin published The Institutes of the Christian 
Religion – a systematic theology defending the teachings of the Reformation 

o Calvin pastured the church at St. Pierre, preached 3 services daily, and wrote 
commentaries on almost all the books of the Bible 

§ Protestantism flows out of Luther, Zwingli, and Calvin and is characterized by 5 “solas” 
and “the priesthood of all believers” 

1) Sola Scriptura (Scripture alone) – authority only in the Bible, not pope/church 
2) Sola Gratia (grace alone) – salvation is a gift from God, not earned 
3) Sola Fide (faith alone) – salvation through faith alone, not by human works 
4) Sola Christus (Christ alone) – Christ alone is the procurer of salvation 
5) Soli Deo Gloria (God’s glory alone) – God’s glory is the purpose of our lives 

§ Three major differences between Catholicism and Protestantism 
 

Catholicism Protestantism 
Justification by faith and sacraments Justification by faith alone 
Grace administered through church Priesthood of all believers 
Authority of Scripture, tradition, pope Bible alone as final authority 

 

§ Catholic developments and Catholic counter-reformation 
o Pope Paul III had an interest in correcting the Catholic church’s problems, 

appointed reform-minded cardinals, and created a commission to recommend 
changes (thus paving the way for a church-wide council) 

o Council of Trent (AD1545-63) – condemned indulgences; condemned immorality 
of the clergy; condemned nepotism; condemned Protestantism; reaffirmed the 
Catholic position of… 7 sacraments, sacraments as necessary for salvation, 
transubstantiation view of communion, mass in Latin only, Bible in Latin only and 
only as interpreted by the church, cannot have assurance of salvation. 

o AD1540 – Pope Paul III approves the forming of the Jesuits (Ignatius Loyola’s 
Society of Jesus) who made vows of poverty, chastity, obedience, who spread the 
Catholic gospel abroad, and founded universities 

o AD1601 – Jesuit Matteo Ricci evangelizes China.  In 1692, the Chinese emperor 
officially allows Christianity and Ricci’s initial 2000 converts become 300,000 

o AD1633 – The Sisters of Charity founded by Vincent de Paul 
§ Reformation developments in England 

o AD1525 – William Tyndale makes an English translation of the New Testament 
without permission and smuggles copies into England.  He is burned at the stake. 

o AD1534 – Act of Supremacy makes British monarch Henry VIII head of the 
English church, breaking away from Roman Catholic control.  The new “Church of 
England” (Anglican Church) sets forth doctrinal statement called “The 39 Articles” 

o AD1537 – The Matthew’s Bible is the first English Bible published with the king’s 
permission (note on last two pages of the Old Testament). 

o AD1549 – The Church of England adopts Thomas Cranmer’s Book of Common 
Prayer to be used in worship liturgy (in English).  This worship manual walked a 
middle line between Catholicism and Protestantism. 

o AD1555 – Queen Mary Tudor restores Roman Catholicism to England, bans 
Protestant translations of the Bible, and persecutes Protestants (earning her the 
nickname “Bloody Mary”).  Story of Cranmer’s death. 

o AD1558 – Queen Elizabeth I becomes queen of England and head of the Church of 
England.  She aims for a compromise between Catholics and Protestants.  In 1570, 
she is excommunicated by the pope, and in turn persecutes Catholics. 

o AD1609 – John Smyth’s congregation flees English persecution and goes to 
Amsterdam.  Under the influence of the Mennonites, Smyth rebaptized himself and 
his members (by pouring).  A splinter group from Smyth’s church, led by Thomas 
Helwys, returned to London and formed the first Baptist church.  General Baptists 
(Arminian) and Particular Baptists (Calvinist) arose.  Both adopt immersion. 

o AD1611 – King James Version Bible is published.  King James I had 
commissioned 54 scholars to undertake a new Bible translation, which took 6 years 
to complete.  This becomes the most popular Bible for the next 300 years. 

o AD1620s – Separatists, who wish to break from the Church of England, sail to 
America on the Mayflower.  Later Puritans, who wish to cleanse the church, arrive 
and start colonies. 

o AD1648 – George Fox founds “The Society of Friends” (Quakers) 
§ More Reformation developments 

o AD1560 - John Knox’s Reformed church begins in Scotland 
o AD1562 – Heidelberg Catechism is formed and becomes the most widely held 

Protestant doctrinal statement for centuries 
o AD1603 – Dutch Reformed theologian Jacobus Arminius study of the Book of 

Romans leads him to doubt Calvin’s doctrine of predestination.  Begins teaching 
that humans can accept or reject Christ and that Christ died for all people (not just 
the elect). 

o AD1618 – Dutch Reformed Synod of Dort denounces Arminianism and responds 
with the five points of Calvinism (see GFUMC sermon on 10-22-2000) 

o AD1646 – Westminster Confession accepted as the statement of Presbyterianism in 
Scotland and England 

o AD1648 – End of the Thirty Years War.  Catholics and Protestants given equal 
rights in most of the Holy Roman Empire.  Reformation age closes. 

§ Lessons from the Age of Reformation: 
1. Be strong and courageous (Joshua 1:6,9) to take ____________________ that God 

is calling you to take.  As God calls, be a Martin Luther or a William Tyndale. 
2. There is power and authority in _____________________ (Heb 4:12; Isaiah 55:10-

11).  If you just make it available to people and yourself, it changes lives.  Am I 
taking advantage of having the Bible in my own language without persecution? 

3. Are you willing to embrace the _________________?  Are you living them? 
4. God will accomplish __________________________.  He can turn bad things into 

good things (Romans 8:28; Genesis 50:20). 
 

Questions to Go Deeper with Your Small Group/Family/Friends 
1. What are one or two new things you learned about church history?  What are one or two 

things that most intrigued you?  What are one or two questions you have about church 
history? 

2. What do you think are the one or two most important lessons to learn from this period of 
church history (look up the Scriptures associated with that lesson from history)?  What 
are the dysfunctions to avoid/stop?  What are the legacies to receive/continue? 

3. Talk about the 5 solas.  What does it mean to believe these and live these? 


