
What God Taught Me On Sabbatical – Part 1 
Psalm 42:1-2  -  August 7, 2005 

 
 

Overview of August 
 

Aug 7 9:00/10:45 a.m. What God Taught Me on Sabbatical – Part 1 
Aug 7 4:00 p.m. What God Taught Me on Sabbatical – Part 2 
Aug 14 9:00/10:45 a.m. What God Taught Me on Sabbatical – Part 3 
Aug 21 9:00/10:45 a.m. Begin Sermon Series on Hebrews: “Pursuing the Highest 

Pleasure” (Fall 2005) 
 

Overview of Jim’s Sabbatical: “Places of Prayer” 
 

Date Place Who With? Places of Prayer 
Week 1 Bicycling to Austin My Dad In the heart 
Week 2 Home & Crier Creek My family Home and Crier Creek 
Week 3 New York City Tim Barker Brooklyn Tabernacle; other 
Week 4 Kansas City Alone International House of Prayer 
Week 5 Estes Park Lisa Rocky Mountains 
Week 6 Estes Park  My family Rocky Mountains 
Week 7 Colorado Springs Alone World Prayer Center; Glen 

Eyrie 
Week 8 Denver Alone Renovare Conference 
Week 9 Wilmore, Kentucky 6 pastors Hughes Auditorium 
Week 10 Pine Cove, Tyler, TX My family Pine Cove 
Week 11 London Lisa John Wesley’s Prayer Room 
Week 12 London Lisa Soul Survivor; Hillsong; 

subways 
Week 13 Home/Port Aransas My family Beach 
 
What is the Absolute Best “Place of Prayer” 
§ After spending the last ___ weeks (that’s ___ days) traveling over __________ 

miles seeking to encounter God in geographical places of prayer, and after 
having conducted a survey of the Scriptures studying “places of prayer” in the 
Bible, I have concluded that the absolute BEST place to pray is ____________. 

§ I discovered this with Abraham 
o Genesis 13:18 - So Abram moved his tents and went to live near the 

great trees of Mamre at Hebron, where he built an altar to the LORD.  
o Genesis 18:1 - The LORD appeared to Abraham near the great trees 

of Mamre while he was sitting at the entrance to his tent in the heat of 
the day.  

o See also Genesis 15; 17; 18; 21 
§ I discovered this with Daniel 

o Daniel 6:10 - Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been 
published, he went home to his upstairs room where the windows 
opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees 
and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before.  

§ I discovered this commanded by Jesus 
o Matthew 6:6 - But when you pray, go into your room, close the door 

and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees 
what is done in secret, will reward you. 

§ A geographical focal point/place of prayer in the Old Testament was the 
tabernacle/temple (2 Chronicles 6:19-42) 

§ In the New Testament, we learn that God relocates the temple as a part of the 
new covenant.  From AD33 on, the temple is now the _____________ of a 
believer. 

o 1 Corinthians 3:16 - Don't you know that you yourselves are God's 
temple and that God's Spirit lives in you? 

o 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 - Do you not know that your body is a temple 
of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? 
You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor 
God with your body.  

§ The absolute best place to pray is _____________________________! 
§ The synergy that occurs when 2 or more people are connecting with God in 

their home temples at the same time in the same place: 
o Matthew 18:19-20 - Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree 

about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by My Father in 
heaven. For where two or three come together in My name, there am I 
with them.   

 

Lessons from Week #1:  Bicycling to Austin with My Earthly Dad 
1. God is __________, and He must be _________________! 

§ Psalms 145:3 - Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; His 
greatness no one can fathom. 

2. God is to be longed for like a ______________ bicycle rider. 
§ Psalms 63:1 - O God, You are my God, earnestly I seek You; my soul 

thirsts for You, my body longs for You, in a dry and weary land where 
there is no water. 

§ Psalm 42:1-2 
3. Temptations decrease drastically when you are _______________ 

and when you are in pain. 
§ Hebrews 12:10-11 - Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they 

thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in 
His holiness. No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later 
on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those 
who have been trained by it.  

4. There is a connection between _________________ father issues 
and intimacy with your heavenly Father. 
§ Matthew 6:9 
§ Application Q:  Is there any spadework you need to do in your relationship 

with your earthly father? (Romans 12:18) _________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 

§ A.W. Tozer:  “What comes into our minds when we think about God is the 
most important thing about us.” 



§ Jeremiah 9:23-24 - This is what the LORD says: "Let not the wise man 
boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast of his strength or the rich man 
boast of his riches, but let him who boasts boast about this: that he 
understands and knows Me, that I am the LORD, who exercises kindness, 
justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight,” declares the 
LORD.  

 

Lessons from Week #2:  At Home and Crier Creek 
1. I do not walk with God in a vacuum.  I walk with God in the 

context of my ________________________ and their realness, 
joys, pains, problems, and fun. 
§ Matthew 22:37-39 - Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.'  38  This is the first 
and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: 'Love your 
neighbor as yourself.' “ 

§ My sabbatical “fantasy” vs. reality 
§ Paraphrase of Larry Crabb:  “Spiritual formation happens in relationships.  

Do you want spiritual transformation?  Then get a life!  The most 
formative thing is pain and problems in relationships.  They are 
opportunities for spiritual formation.  Don’t be sad about problems in your 
relationships.  Be glad!  You have an opportunity for spiritual growth in 
becoming more and more like Jesus!” 

§ James 1:2-4 - Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials 
of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops 
perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be 
mature and complete, not lacking anything. 

2. The best place to pray is home (Genesis 13:18; 18:1; Daniel 6:10; 
Matthew 6:6) 

3. While at home, I felt like God asked me Matthew 20:32.  My 
wrestling:  Do I dare answer this question (again) and risk really 
praying? 
§ Matthew 20:32 - Jesus stopped and called (the two blind men). "What do 

you want me to do for you?" He asked.  
§ Application Q:  If God were to ask you Matthew 20:32, how would you 

answer? __________________________________________________ 
__________________________  Will you risk praying that (again)? ____ 

4. God is ______________, and He must be __________________! 
§ Psalms 145:3 
§ Matt Redman’s Facedown 
§ Application:  Risk worship/prayer postures that line body up with spirit. 

 

Lessons from Week #3:  New York City 
1. Each generation must experience its own __________________. 

§ Habakkuk 3:2 - LORD, I have heard of Your fame; I stand in awe of Your 
deeds, O LORD.  Renew them in our day, in our time make them known; in 
wrath remember mercy.  

§ Psalms 85:4-7 - Restore us again, O God our Savior, and put away Your 
displeasure toward us.  Will You be angry with us forever?  Will You 
prolong Your anger through all generations? Will You not revive us again, 
that Your people may rejoice in You?  Show us Your unfailing love, O 
LORD, and grant us Your salvation. 

§ 2 Chronicles 7:14 - If My people, who are called by My name, will humble 
themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, 
then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their 
land. 

§ Christianity is only one generation away from extinction 
§ Application Q:  Am I praying for and seeking revival for my generation?  

For the next generation? ______________________________________ 
2. The Brooklyn Tabernacle is experiencing revival in 2005, and it 

boils down to a __________ for God – an intense hunger for God! 
§ Psalm 42:1-2 
§ Jeremiah 29:12-13 - Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to 

Me, and I will listen to you. You will seek Me and find Me when you seek 
Me with all your heart. 

§ Jeremiah 33:3 - Call to Me and I will answer you and tell you great and 
unsearchable things you do not know. 

§ Acts 8:29-30 - The Spirit told Philip, "Go to that chariot and stay near it."  
Then Philip ran up to the chariot…. 

§ The Four Points of the Welsh Revival of 1904-05:  1) Is there any sin in 
your past that you have not confessed to God?  2) Is there anything in your 
life that is doubtful?  3) Do what the Holy Spirit prompts you to do.  4) A 
public confession of Christ as your Savior. 

§ Application Q:  What is your hunger level for God right now?  Will you 
ask God for more hunger for Him?  Will you sow seeds to the Spirit within 
you (Galatians 6:7-8)?  Will you obey every prompting of God’s Spirit 
immediately? ______________________________________________ 

3. The importance and fun of ______________________ friendship. 
§ Proverbs 27:17 - As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another. 
§ Psalms 133:1 - How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in 

unity! 
§ Matthew 18:19-20 

4. A vision about “house of prayer” at St. Patrick’s Cathedral. 
§ Isaiah 56:7 

5. God is ___________, and He must be ___________________! 
§ Psalm 145:3 

 

Discussion Questions with Family, Friends, and Small Group 
1. If you could go to one “place of prayer,” what would it be?  Why? 
2. Which of the lessons from Jim’s sabbatical impacted you the most?  Why?  

What is the application for your life? 
3. Study Psalm 42 as a group.  Discuss its meaning and application to your life. 


